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The Mercedarian Order and the Creation of Sacred Spaces in Oyón Area (Lima
Region, Peru)

Author(s)

Dr Sara Gonzalez, gonzalezcass@gmail.com (Small Research Grant Holder, British Academy,
Unregistered)

Short Abstract

This paper presents my work in progress on the networks that the Mercedarian Order established in the
Andes north of Lima and on the spaces its friars created in Oyón area: ‘doctrinas’ with communally
built chapels where knowledge transfer took place and new social identities emerged.

Long Abstract

This paper presents my work in progress on the networks that the Mercedarian Order established in Lima
region in the 17th century and on the spaces its friars created in Oyón area (in the Andes north of Lima).
These spaces took the form of two 'doctrinas de indios', San Juan Bautista de Churín and Santiago de
Andajes, which became sacred landscapes as well as places of cultural exchange and reconstruction of
social identities. They were landmarked by doctrinal chapels which today count amongst the best
preserved colonial structures in South America, with their mural paintings, polychrome altarpieces, and
coffered wooden ceilings, despite of which they remain virtually unknown outside the area, and therefore
vulnerable to natural- and human-caused destruction. I am studying these chapels -their arrangement
and iconography- and the sacred areas built around them as a coherent whole designed to impose
Christianity to the local populations, but also as places of social networking, knowledge transfer, and
economic interaction. An analysis of the spaces generated by religious networks in the central Andes can
give an useful insight into the creation of new social identities (such as 'Indians', 'villagers', 'brethren', or
'idolaters') that accompanied the first evangelization of the area and the -often brutal- campaigns for the
extirpation of local beliefs.

Missionary Networks and the Transmissions of Cartographic Knowledge of
Western Amazonia

Author(s)

Mr Roberto Chauca, rchauca@ufl.edu (PhD Student, University of Florida, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

This presentation traces the networks of knowledge that connected Western Amazonian missions with
urban centers such as Quito and Lima and the repercussion of such networks for the crafting of divergent
but parallel spatial imaginations of Amazonia in such cities.

Long Abstract

Amazonia became an important laboratory of inquiry and evangelization for members of the Jesuit and
Franciscan communities in the early modern Spanish Empire.  Their evangelizing endeavors depended,
among other factors, on the cartographic knowledge they acquired and produced of the tropical lowlands
of South America that had become their new home.  Although missionaries produced a situated
knowledge, that is, that responded to the particular needs of their evangelizing enterprise, they also
belonged to a larger circuit of knowledge.  The missions established in Western Amazonia by Jesuits and
Franciscans were part of a network that connected those villages to urban centers such as Quito and
Lima, where missionaries engaged in educational and scientific activities.  Once transmitted through this
circuit, the missionary cartographic knowledge of Amazonia would acquire new and different meanings
according to the new places where it was consumed.  My presentation then will assess how these
networks helped reconfigure the knowledge about Western Amazonia.  I argue that through their
mapping and scientific activities, missionaries not only sought to improve their evangelical enterprises
but, most important, provided the analytical tools with which local secular societies understood Western
Amazonia and included it into their cognitive world.  I thus seek to establish the importance of the
location or context for the production of science and the consequences of the transference of
cartographic knowledge of Western Amazonia from tropical/missionary areas to urban/secular spaces in
South America.



The transfer of knowledge and the cultural exchanges between the
Portuguese and the Malabar Kingdoms, in the early sixteenth century.

Author(s)

Dr Vitor Rodrigues, rodrigues.v@gmail.com (Researcher, IICT - Lisbon, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

The main purpose of the paper is to define the process of intercultural relations between Portuguese and
Indians in Malabar mainly focused on the transfer of military an technological practices.

Long Abstract

As stated by Jean Aubin, the Portuguese presence on the Malabar Coast in the early sixteenth century
was noticeable for their "learning of India". The main goal of our paper is to define the process resulting
from the adaptation of the Portuguese not only to the new cultural, mental and material realities of the
Malabar social structures - chiefly in the Kingdoms of Kochi, Kannur and Kozhikode - but also to a
physical geography that was totally unknown for them; this study will also be focused on the transfer of
military and technological practices, especially within the naval and the pyro-ballistic branches, which
have eventually given a decisive contribution to hasten the naval military relevance of the Portuguese in
the region.

Constructing networks and shaping the New World: Peru (1532-1581)

Author(s)

Dr Manfredi Merluzzi, manfredi.merluzzi@uniroma3.it (Professor, Università Roma Tre, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

The paper, focusing on Peru 1532-1581, studies the contruction of the space and the creation or
extension of previous network groups and the creation of new identities in the New World framework.

Long Abstract

The narrative on the conquest and colonization of the new world as to be actualized by new
historiographical approaches, and the network analysis seems to be an useful tool in such effort.

The paper aims to approach the construction of the juridical, economical and administrative institutions
in the early colonial Peru in a twofold perspective: the Crown attempt to settle down his sovereignty and
his effective control and monopoly of violence, but at the same time, the creation or extension of Iberian
networks that inhabited the new institutional architectures or deal with them. The colonization and the
expansion in the New World could be considered as an opportunity of extending their influence for
previous groups of power as well as facilitate the creation of new networks. The case of the Peru, later
vice-kingdom of New Castile and then vice-kingdom of Peru, not only is suitable to analyze the creation
of new borders and spaces, but also in the acquisition of European and Iberian knowledge and cultural
references, as well as rights, political thoughts, economical and merchant issues, but it's also suitable for
analyzing the creation of new social and local identities.

Networks of Identity: Space, Inheritance Rights and Personal Identification in
the Early Modern Spanish World

Author(s)

Dr Alessandro Buono, ale.buono@gmail.com (Post-Doc Fellow, University of Padua, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

By analyzing a global institution entitled to identify the legitimate heirs of mobile individuals within the
early modern Spanish world, this paper will examine how social interactions produced individuals’
personal identity, and how this was reconstructed by actors during judicial trials.

Long Abstract

My paper will analyze the documentary sources of the "Juzgado de Bienes de Difuntos," a global
institution of the early modern Spanish Empire appointed to collect the assets of deceased migrants and



identify their legitimate heirs. The main purpose of this paper is to examine how social interactions
produced individual's personal identity, and how this was reconstructed by actors during judicial trials.

Firstly, I will examine how individual's social identity was created in actual spaces (e.g. the homeland
parish, the workplace) through performances (i.e. acting like "father and child" or "legitimate groom and
wife") widely and publicly recognized by their networks of people. Secondly, how this social personal
identity was used both by heirs, in order to claim inheritance rights, and by institutions, for the purpose
of identifying them. In effect, social networks were summoned by individuals in order to bear witness and
certify their identity in Spanish tribunals; at the same time, without the aid of a network of people, the
authorities could not identify migrants.

Therefore, the paper aims to show that social identity appears to some extent to be, "local knowledge,"
tied to actual spaces and places where individual's personal identity is recorded in the memory of those
networks of people into which s/he is incorporated. However, people's mobility continuously creates new
spaces, beyond the original place where individuals are recognizable. Thus, social identity proves to be
also "trans-local knowledge," as embodied by people who are constantly on the move.

From trans-local network to local context: transfers of knowledge and
cross-cultural cooperation in the eighteenth-century Kingdom of Naples

Author(s)

Dr Angela Falcetta, angela.falcetta@hotmail.it (Research fellow, University of Padua, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

Moving from the diasporic networks to the processes of economic acculturation and knowledge transfer
involving Greek merchants in the Kingdom of Naples during the eighteenth century, this paper aims to
overcome some conventional representations of diasporic space.

Long Abstract

During the last decades diaspora studies have basically translated the concept of trans-nationality into
two opposite cultural and social representations: one implying a clear-cut separation among different
cohesive organizations, the "trading diasporas", each interacting across state borders with a number of
"external" networks (political, cultural, trading…); and the other one built up on the notions of hybridism,
in-betweeness and fragmentation as intrinsic features to diasporic experience.

Moving from the diasporic networks to local context, I suggest, it is possible to grasp a more multifaceted
reality behind these two contrasting and univocal views. By focusing on the case of the Greek-Epirot
merchants living in Naples and in Terra di Bari during the eighteenth century, I will show that the
business and commercial activities they run throughout this region were based on a double arrangement
of relationships. The trade of Levantine coats across the central Mediterranean was largely managed by
exploiting the intra-group relations connecting the diasporic communities scattered along this
commercial circuit. At a local level, instead, processes of mutual economic acculturation and knowledge
transfer involved the same merchants in the creation of Greek-Neapolitan coat-factories and agricultural
farms.

The space charted by these two different sets of business relationships is one where the cross-cultural
interaction does not take place between two groups socially separated, nor it inevitably produces hybrid
identities. The interplay with the "other" engenders new knowledge, economic synergies and social roles,
which re-shape the space - rather than the identities - according to contingent and functional dynamics.

Chinese filial piety explained by Domingo Fernández de Navarrete, a
Dominican 17th century missioner.

Author(s)

Ms Marina Torres, marina.torres@alumnos.unican.es (, University of Cantabria, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

Missionary Domingo Fernández de Navarrete found in Asia societies organized on quite different values
to those he had known in West Europe. This paper analyzes filial piety meanings and projections within
the social structure of the Chinese seventeenth century culture.

Long Abstract

This study aims to examinate cultural interaction in Dominican missionary settings of China projected
from the Hispanic Monarchy in order to know the perceptions of colonial societies. The main resource for
this research is Domingo Fernández de Navarrete's chronicle entitled Tratados históricos, políticos,



éticos y religiosos de la monarquía de China published in Madrid in 1676. In particular, filial piety, as
known by Jesuit missioners was soon registered by the fathers who understood immediately the
importance of this concept in Chinese society, its history and tradition. Xiao ( ), the Chinese term for
filial piety, refers to the basic respect for one's parents, elders and ancestors, but is actually a complex
virtue and the basis of all human relations in Chinese societies. The Dominican missionary gives us
information about this concept and the correspondent responsibilities parents and sons have; also
similarly in between relatives, members of a society and living and deaths. While parents must be in
charge of their children's moral education, sons also have specific manners to show respect to their
elders which includes ancestor worship as the most important form of being a merciful son which also
requires a concrete rituality. Navarrete's descriptions are a faithfully source of information of Chinese
culture giving us the opportunity to know about those different values missionaries were force to coexist
with and to make easy the mission aims.

Commercial circuits and financial resources: the construction of an economic
space in the Early Modern Europe. 

Author(s)

Dr Benedetta Maria Crivelli, benedettacrivelli@yahoo.it (Post-doc fellowship, Università degli studi di
Padova, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

Through the analysis of notarial deeds recorded in the Republic of Venice, this paper aims to highlight
financial tools capable of constructing new economic space, in which agents from different political,
economic and religious cultures reshape their individual and collective identities.

Long Abstract

During the XVIth century the western expansion triggered relational dynamics among distant territories
and civilizations facilitaded by the development of the international trade. 

This paper aims to consider the analysis of mercantile circuits to highlight the material reality of
commerce, stressing the tangible and  recurring dimension that finds action in defined places. 

The focus is on the financial tools (insurances, companies, bills of exchange) considered as economic
resources which commercial agents can have at their disposal to construct networks that shape variable
spaces. 

The structure of the network is perceived as a definition of a space of economic action that produces a
rift from preexistent political and territorial space. The objective is to observe the commercial circuits
that linked the places of action of economic agents, that, breaking up predeterminate political,
economical and religious cultures, contribute to reshape individual and collective identities of the social
groups or single individuals involved. 

Taking the Republic of Venice as a point of observation, border region as a bridge between the West and
the East - that includes also the regions of South-East Asia - and political entity different from the
multi-territorial empires that surrounded it, this paper aims to understand how the space of cross-cultural
trade is built and controlled by economic actors that own financial resources whose use is amply shared
in their space of action. Through the analysis of notarial deeds, it aims to comprehend the dynamics of
interactions that permit to tie alliances, overtake conflicts and guarantee continuity.

Mediterranean Frontiers: Health, Beauty, and Boundaries in Ancona's New
Lazaretto 

Author(s)

Prof Lucia Dacome, lucia.dacome@utoronto.ca (Associate Professor, University of Toronto, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

This paper focuses on the New Lazaretto built in Ancona in the mid-eighteenth-century as a case study to
explore the role of quarantine stations as sites of creation and disruption of early modern Mediterranean
borderlands.

Long Abstract

This paper will explore the role of quarantine stations as sites of creation and disruption of early modern
Mediterranean borderlands. In particular, it will focus on the New Lazaretto built in Ancona (Italy) after
the city became a free port in 1732. In the course of the eighteenth century Ancona became a major port
city in the Papal State and engaged in conspicuous trade across the Eastern Mediterranean. After the city



became a free port, the increase in maritime traffic led pope Clement XII to commission the creation of a
new quarantine station. The famous architect Luigi Vanvitelli was charged with the task of completing
the project. The result was the creation of an impressive pentagonal artificial island located in the city's
port. Being big and beautiful, the new Lazaretto became a focal point in the city's urban scene. Its history
offers a particularly felicitous point of entry into the investigation of the role quarantine stations as
liminal spaces that marked physical, social, cultural and symbolic borders, and worked as sites of
surveillance, detention and segregation as well as negotiation, translation and exchange. This paper will
consider the early life of Ancona's New Lazaretto in order to examine how its spaces and practices
participated in the making and breaking physical, social and cultural frontiers. One of my aims is to
explore how the New Lazaretto reconfigured relations among urban and maritime spaces, medical
knowledge and the regulation of both human and non-human movement in and out of the city.

Convergence and Diffusion: Spaces of Terceira in the Sixteenth-Century
Atlantic

Author(s)

Mr Gabriel Rocha, gr800@nyu.edu (PhD Candidate, New York University, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

This paper examines strategies of governance involving taxation and the commons on Terceira island as
they interfaced with Atlantic socioeconomic vectors in the mid sixteenth century, yielding key insights
into the intersection of local politics, overseas economic networks, and imperial expansion.

Long Abstract

When Manuel Corte Real, captain-general of the Azorean port city of Angra, wrote to Portugal in 1537, he
noted that a Castilian expedition led by Pedro de Alvarado had arrived on Terceira island from the "very
rich lands" of Guatemala and Honduras. Despite its glowing tone, the report carried a mundane quality.
From the early sixteenth century, European expeditions with sights set on the Americas, West Africa, and
the Indian Ocean regularly touched on the Azores during the course of their journeys. Routinely, mariners
purchased provisions from Azorean vendors, ordered new caravels from local carpenters, and traded for
basic and luxury items. A cosmopolitan plurality of interests made Terceira both a point of convergence
and a site of diffusion for wealth and political power. Island dynamics could potentially alter the cohesion
of maritime networks, and the balance of European imperial claims, across and beyond the Atlantic. 

Using rarely consulted Azorean municipal and notarial records alongside documentation from continental
Iberia, this paper assesses the place of Terceira in international socio-political and economic vectors in
the mid sixteenth century. A focus on the municipal administration of public infrastructure (roads,
communal lands, urban provisioning, and taxation) brings into relief key themes at the intersection of
local politics, overseas economic networks, and imperial expansion. How did tax collectors seek to
capitalize on interactions between island agriculturalists, artisans, and itinerants? During a period of
imperial escalation, what changes can be discerned in spaces of Terceira that served as nodes of wealth
accumulation and dispersal?

Theatrical Spaces: The Return of the Japanese Boys' Embassy to Europe,
1591-92

Author(s)

Mr Patrick Schwemmer, pschwemm@princeton.edu (PhD candidate, Princeton University, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

Using new materials attesting to the Japanese Boys’ Embassy’s performances of European theatre and
music before Japanese Christian lords and the sovereign Hideyoshi, I show how the discoveries became a
striated space across which noble, indigenous bodies were crafted by being traded and displayed.

Long Abstract

In 1582, the Jesuit Visitor Alessandro Valignano began an ambitious public relations campaign: he
recruited four boys from among the families of local Japanese strongmen who had converted to
Christianity, paraded them before the Pope and various European monarchs, and then published
voluminous dialogues in their names in Europe, extolling the value of Christianity for Japan and soliciting
donations to the mission effort. This paper focuses on the reception they received on their return to
Japan in 1590, which has attracted little scholarly interest despite, or indeed because of, the complex
spaces it reveals of craftsmanship and exchange, not just of things but of persons. I introduce previously
unstudied original Jesuit letters describing the boys' performances of European theatre and music before
Christian lords in their home region and before the more skeptical eye of the sovereign Hideyoshi and his



court, who while Valignano and the boys were away had issued the first edict of expulsion. These
performances show how the striated space of the Iberian world crafted not just things but persons as
well, who were displayed in Europe and then Japan as both authentic representatives of an indigenous
culture and as "noble youths" whose nobility had increased by their movement through a space. Here we
explore how these living products of Valignano's craftsmanship were displayed in the space of the
theatre, investigating how the value that they had accrued was appraised by audiences in their home
country, both in a regional setting and in Japan's capital.

The Space of Trust. Renaissance Merchants' Networks and International Trade

Author(s)

Dr Stefania Montemezzo, stefania.montemezzo@unibo.it (Research Fellow, University of Bologna,
Unregistered)

Short Abstract

In order to trade, late medieval merchant needed to create a protected space, based on trust, and build
a network of reliable agents and partners. Thanks to the case of Renaissance Venetian merchants, the
paper will explain how networks were created and trust built and maintained.

Long Abstract

How merchants in the late Middle Age overcame cultural and geo-political boundaries? Were they able to
create tools and spaces in order to protect their trades? Merchants weren't usually willing to loose their
cultural and social identity, even if this happened in some cases. Despite the need of integration in the
local markets, indeed, the specialisation of traders and the importance of their origin (as representation
of certain standards and values) pushed them to elaborate tools and spaces that allowed them to,
relatively, safely exchange good and capitals in different cultural and geopolitical markets. The tools
used were specific forms of accountability, merchants letters and financial instruments. These were
necessary to "communicate" with partners and agent at the same "level" and create network of reliable
people in order to carry out exchanges. However, these tools were also necessary for the creation of
trust, together with the knowledge of a person reputation. Trust created a safe new place, that went
beyond borders and allowed the exchange good and, most important, information to carry out their
business. 

In order to prove the existence of this "space of trust" I will use the case of Venetian merchants in the
Renaissance. Thanks to the use of different sources, as letters, trials and accountability I will show up to
which point traders were willing to extend their network and include new actors into their trust space.
Moreover, I will explain how this trust was created (thanks to familiar bonds or personal acquaintance)
and maintained.

Highways, networks, and the social production of space: a case from the
Lyonnais Region in the 18th century

Author(s)

Dr Pauline Bernard, pauline_bernard@hotmail.com (, EHESS, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

In this paper, I will show how a particular space, namely the highways in the Lyonnais Region in the 18th,
were ‘produced’ by the interaction of trade, social tensions over fiscal issues, and the operations of a
state institution charged with social and territorial control, the Maréchaussée.

Long Abstract

The Lyonnais region in the 18th century was located at the centre of the French kingdom's main
transportation routes, called les grands chemins. These pre-modern highways were populated by
individuals and goods moving on and across them. The maréchaussée, the main police force of the
French Monarchy, was in charge of policing such mobility, the grands chemins being its main territory of
jurisdiction.

This paper will show how the grands chemins were 'produced' by a wealth of actors. Some were
merchants animating the small distance trade between Lyon and the countryside. Some were travellers
that were part of long distance trade that traversed the Lyonnais region but went beyond its boarders.
Some were Bourgeois of Lyon interested in manipulating these highways for financial reasons (they were
relevant for taxation, as I will explain).  

This paper will then be able to show how these different actors and networks acted and interacted in
unexpected ways with the result of shaping a space that represented an important state jurisdiction. It



will also address the central role of the maréchaussée in such processes. 

By proposing a methodologically innovative study of social space, this paper also challenges traditional
narratives of state formation. When considered from the standpoint of my case study, the establishment
of social control on the part of the state does not appear as following a well-defined national project: my
study points out the influence that local and global networks of actors, by modifying social space, had on
a fundamental process of state-formation.

Craft guilds, labour mobility and technological transfer in early modern Italy

Author(s)

Dr Andrea Caracausi, andrea.caracausi@unipd.it (Assistant Professor, University of Padua, Unregistered)

Short Abstract

The role of craft guilds has been widely debated in recent decades. Using a large database of empirical
evidences, and analysing them with consistent economic reasoning, this paper will challenge prevailing
theories and the role guilds played for knowledge transfers in pre-modern times

Long Abstract

The role of craft guilds has been widely debated in recent decades. Social and economic historians have
argued that craft guilds improved technological transfer, facilitating labour mobility and the circulation of
knowledge, giving incentives to innovators and disseminating information across existing geo-political
borders.

However, many studies are normally based on normative, rhetorical or scattered court cases on what
actually craft guilds did for technological transfer, while detailed analysis on guild activities in a
long-term perspective and day-to-day basis are few. Using a large database of empirical evidences from
a single case study (a woollen guild industry in northern Italy), and analysing them with consistent
economic reasoning, this paper aims to shed new light on the role of institutions as craft guilds in
transferring knowledge in pre-modern markets and to highlight the role of economic agents in shaping
new spaces. 

On the one hand I will investigate indeed the reality of guild activities on this issue, showing the attitudes
toward the imposition and, especially, the control of labour mobility. On the other hand I will show how
economic agents - especially migrant workers - were able to use their socio-economic networks to create
new bounded spaces, which were often in conflict with existing institutional ones. Cross-country
European comparisons will help us to challenge prevailing theories about craft guild and the role they
played for knowledge transfers in pre-modern times.


