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iday, 5th September 1943 i) b
S“;rdgved at gﬂaﬁia at 12 noon, having called first off Valetta n
Malta. We have had a view of Mount Etna since early morning,
passing Syracuse on our left on the way. Lieutenant Drage and
tramped the town to get transport and maps to take us to Paler-
mo, the headquarters of the Allied Military Government, 130
miles away on the other side of the island. Lord Gerald Weﬁw
ley, who is senior Civil Affairs Officer here, was unable to help
us, but Area Headquarters assisted us, and now by 8 p.m. all is
settled and we leave to-morrow morning at 7 a.m.

Catania is in a terrible state—much of it is a shambles—but
the cathedral is unscathed. There is a strong feeling against the
Americans here because while the British bombarded the port,
and accurately, the Americans, according to the Catanians, flying’
in any way, carried out a series of what the inhabitants believed
(and what indeed would appear to have been in fact, whatever
the intention) sheer terror raiding.

The people sit at the doors of their houses, often wretched,
and the rubble lies across the pavements, sometimes into the
road itself, and walls sag. Owing to the heat of a Mediterranean
summer the dust from the ruins is everywhere, and awful.

Drunkenness throughout the place among British, Empire,
and American troops. Americans with negroes here, which T con-
sider a bad policy. I saw a negro soldier drinking the aperitif
Cinzano out of the bottle as though it were lemonade. No won-
der there is drunkenness! Armies in countries with cheap and
strong liquors should not be allowed, for use in the field, any-
thing like their home pay. That is the only cure for these
debauches which lose us the good will of the inhabitants—where
we have their good will, as we have here at the moment.

A little boy accosted me—would I fetch the police for his
‘Mamma’ who was in danger. I could see none but asked him to
walk with me as [ was trying to find the military police barracks
myself. The lad was frightened, and as [ was slow in finding it,
and as it was getting dusk, he ran away before 1 could do an
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But [ athered that a drunken negro soldier and 5
: dgldier were in his mother’s house. Whethep
ow not, and it was tog

or a prostitute, I kn - .
slving Allied troops for me to interfere

thing about it..
drunken American s
she was a taverner,
delicate a question V¢

direcfgyﬁjtfeilto-:ﬁght after the incident of the frightened little

: m:h his wide-open €yes, especially after seeing some of ouy
o ainly South Africans this time—lying stretched out in
;:?m and I feel it is no excuse to say they hav_c bc?n fight-
e hould not begrudge them this relaxation from the
ingjand e S1o S battle and then lose our

hell they have been suffering. To win a : ‘
~od name is to undo, in the long run, the good of the victory.
It is also no excuse to put the blame entirely on those who sell

the liquor—although they bear a measure of responsibility.
Discipline and discipline alone is the key to good behaviour, and
when will democracies learn this f Added to that, our educational

tem must teach good citizenship and Britain's role and tradi-

SYS : : ;
have the spiritual forces with which to

tion, so that men may

exert self-discipline.
It is a curious thing that the average Englishman looks upon

the regular army as lewd and licentious. But when I was with the
21st Field Brigade, R.A., in 1931, there was only one real toper
in the whole brigade. Again at Woolwich, with the 3rd Field
Regiment, I rarely saw drunkenness. But here, when we have
the citizen in khaki it is he, rather than the regular who is the sot
—because deep down he lacks training in the home, school, and
workshop and has not the imposed discipline which the peace-
time army would tend to give him.

Despite its wounds and the sad conditions of its inhabitants,
although lying in the same climatic zone as Algiers, Catania is
cleaner fmd does not smell anything like it. It is Europe at last,

All night flashes to the north and west of great guns and
b_omllls-, across the straits north of Reggio, where we are advan-
cing into Italy.

Mgnday, 6th September 1943

rossed Sicily to-day in a borrowed truck witl

: out half the

tl;::ugs necessary for the safe running of a vehicle. Five of us and

about 2 cwt. of baggage each, in a 15 cwt, truck. Saw all the
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on of Etna and across the mountains of Sicily. We went right
only last month. Tanks and

fields fought over :
lying about everywhere, ruined

and furthermore, recently dug
had buried their com-
elmets on the simple

1
:;:g-ough the battle o
trucks, German and Br!tISFI:

uns and masses ol'ammumtlon:
raves where soldiers, mainly Germans,
rades before retiring, and had put their T

ooden crosses which bore their names.
The bridges were all destroyed—which in a country of moun-

tains, was a great trouble, and so we had to travel across rivers
on improvised tracks and improvised bridges built by our
sappers as they advanced. -

All evidence of hard fighting was seen in the south-eastern
half of our journey—this was the sector of the British 8th Army,
composed of British and Canadians, under General Montgomery.
In the north-western part there were very rarely seen signs of
combat but there were ample indications of very thorough demo-

w

litions on the part of the Germans.
Everywhere, judging by small handbills stuck on walls in

Catania and elsewhere along the route, there was evidence of a
strong Sicilian Secessionist movement. The inhabitants appeared
most friendly—more so than the French in Algeria—but never-
theless, ready to cadge and beg, and to advance the prices
several-fold of wine and fruit which we bought.

Our route took us north-west of Adrano, skirting Mount
Etna, which lay on our right hand, and then we turned west-
wards to Regalbuto, but because of mines and demolitions we
had to go by way of Centuripe, which lies on the top of a steep
mountain, where we found the piazza (if such we could call it)
thronged with men—all unemployed, but very friendly and
cheerful. The poverty must be extreme. They crowded round
our truck and made us feel like animals being stared at by a Bank
Holiday crowd.

From Centuripe we slid and crashed our way down the moun-
tain sides until we reached Catenanuova, whence we turned
forth again and up over the same range we had crossed to reach
Regalbuto. Instead of a distance of ten miles, we travelled over
twenty-three miles of terrible roads to get around this one block

on the way.
At Regalbuto the town was horribly devastated—I1 should

g -
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oll fire mainly. Such devastation (in a g
een before, and the wretched inhabij tantqn,:" towi
f the shell-torn, roofless hovels Ilahitabere. i
need little furniture SO long as they have a roof over g, le,
" From Regalbuto we journeyed to Agira, Leonfoenl'
S, Caterina, Villarmosd, and so by painful stages up ovﬁe'
heights and down into fruitful valleys to Palermo. e
There is a profusion of grapes and lemons ey erywi 3
took some grapes from a closed-up villino and passip lere, We
gave us green figs for cigarettes. These peasants g Peasa 1
women, were 1l » Inen b,

think by sh
have never s
to make some ©

P Mg, §

ainly mounted on mules, upon which el .

long joun-ley's. Sometimes the_? Wer'e"m the beautify) & ",

carts—which are carved and painted with allegorica] p; ciligy,

and religious scenes—for on these carts you may see ;h: P,
and the tale of Gij] Blassi:opy;_

the Creation, knights jousting,
thieves.

We reached Palermo in the dark, Lieutenant Dyq \
wheel and driving manfully, and after going from one ie at the
headquarters to another (Palermo being the headquarter?erf"ietz: |

of ¢

American 7th Army and so an American-administered rovinee)
at last we were accommodated at the Hotel Excels; v

<xcelsior which i

E 8

mainly an American mess.
A glow from Stromboli lit the sky as we appr
approached Pale
g

in the dark.

Tuesday, Tth September 1943
Reported to the headquarters of the Allied Mil;
ment and had an interview with Liethezlziiti\,gjg;:,arﬂ Covens
Spofford, U.S. Army, who is chief of staff, and 1 havc-ne ICharles
as the Educational Adviser to the Military Governm  Atenoyes
" and Ttaly. - ént in Sicily
Spent the whole day collecting files and informati
work and what has been done so ffr——-m y a!:ii\I-l;:!lll,i;lt;:tm[;eon N
month later than it ought to have been. An :\moricang C g
Mason Hammond, assisted by an Italian Amcriéan.cleikii;?m).
f.e\nn.o,- whom l.le shan_as with ( Captain) Charlie I’m.;re an &
merican, who is Public Relations Officer, has carried t;ut :;he.l'
some

improvised measure i :
. s until my arrival. This
addition to his own : - This he has done in
additi own work of Adviser of Fine Arts and Monuments
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The General (Lord Rennell) is away, so I have not yet scen '

ot, but not so hot as at Algiers, and
p my office in our
between the Via

him.

The weat
I am trying to
headquarters,

Magqueda and the Via Roma.
Everywhere there is heat, dust, and smells, as all the normal

cleansing processes of the city have been disrupted by the des-
truction. Over the mountains yesterday it was refreshingly cool
__and, indeed, towards evening, cold on some occasions.

The carabinieri are not only smartly dressed, but they are
smartly disciplined also, and salute all officers, The curious thing
s that although the [talians are our enemies, they appear to be a
good deal friendlier than our French Allies across the water (not

that they were unfriendly).

her is terribly b
find a room in which to set u

No. 8 Via Bari, which lies

Wednesday, 8th September 1943
Spent all day getting an office—i.e. a room. Furniture is diffi-
cult to get but I have a deal table and one rickety chair, some file

covers, and some writing paper. There is not a clerk or an
orderly available—and certainly not a typewriter. Yet in this
one room—without glass in its windows—must I begin planning
how to tackle this problem of the educational machinery of a
country and then, having planned, go and carry out the plans.

How ironic to think that in Rome the Ministry had twenty-seven
or twenty-eight divisions, with all their capi and secretariats.
[ wonder if our people at home have any conception of the im-

ossible tasks they set their officers—and they will no doubt
complain loudly against us if everything is not done as well and
as efficiently as it would be by those twenty-seven heads of
divisions in the Ministry in Rome. .

Naturally there is no telephone.

Then there is the problem of an interpreter. I spent all yester-
day badgering Lieutenant Panelli, the American officer in.charge
in t.he Interpreters’ Pool, for an interpreter as 1 know little
Ital}an. To-day he has produced one—Signora Guissepina
Varisco from a near-by town of Baucina. She has two babies
boys,. two and three years of age, and arrived with her husbami
who is an avvocato. Apparently Avvocato Varisco called to plead
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_ coner bringing his wif’e'as his mt;rprflg]tfr;v?y
e by the guards to Lieutenant Panelll, who
error they wWere sent by he must report to him before leaving,

] Varisco that she hired". She protested that she

told Signora e ' !
On doing ¢ sheb‘fﬁ-‘;];::: ’SII;U ¢ was told that whether she liked it
did not want.to e oo, a5 he could not afford to let people who
or not she was emp i}tsh, et away from him once he had. found

Eng(li l'kgable fellow is Lieutenant Panelli.)
: rather tremulous call
frerwards from Signora Varisco

could talk some
Juctant and
they had no wish

them. (An efficient anc e
This incident explalm‘i t :l ; ‘*a
ived at my room sho
| ;n:;c heer husband, both of whom toil]d me that
1o+ the signora should work for the ent, Uit
that tgfailtg; 7 lived at Baucina which was a train ride aw ay and
more i theﬁce by mule. Thinking there must be some nlustake
Iﬁve Ttgsm back to see but he insisted that the signora
took the 'k to s
that.
neaged—and that ended . ‘ .
waBsi i:fv [ am faced with more problems. Signora Varisco
! l}lcs ith a strong American accent and I cannot understand
i : h better than the

' i he is muc
o says—although Panelli says s :
- . [ must get another table and a chair, and

jority— more
g:ﬁ:tﬂfkef:;rh:zting I’Jutter from a dog:'s throat. Thro‘ugh ﬂfe
kindness of Mason Hammond, [ am having some I_)&!p from his
‘Nick’ who is one of the kindest of American orderlies. )

Here in this city one finds priests —or ra ther a sort of itinerant
friars—with their begging boxes which they thrust under 0:11(:’5
nose everywhere. They are certain of getting much money from
the Allied troops. What is most striking is the fact that the
people do not look undernourished; no worse indeefl th'am our
own people at home, despite the blockade and the privations of
war Italy is supposed to have suffered. I am told, however, that
there is real poverty and actual starvation behind this fagade of
well-being.

To-night Italy has capitulated. The Italian waiters in the mess
(being an Anglo-American and not an English mess it has no
army orderlies) danced for joy and went nearly mad. Children,
despite the curfew, marched the streets beating tins and drums
and shouting with glee. Dr. Thompson and I were surrounded by
them in the Via Libertd. This must mean the move, in the near
future, of AMGOT headquarters to Italy.
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Panelli,

govenmlent, and further-

After travelling across the island and seeing the people here in
palermo, one is struck by the degree of light colouring, particu-
Jarly in eyes, on this island. The proportion of blue and grey eyes
in Catania seemed to reach as high a proportion as about one in
every SiX O SEVen persons. There were about as many hazels.
The Sicilian, although decidedly Mediterranean, is nevertheless
less so than one would expect. As in the case of North Africa, the

Nordic element and probably the Atlantic, is strong.
For quarters | have been found accommodation by the Staff

Captain of Administration, a man named Sherwood. He seems to )
be equally fluent in French and Italian judging by the conversa-
tions I heard carried on in his office when I saw him about quar-
ters, and he has offered me the use of his flat in Via Nicolo |
Garzili, 52.

It would appear to have belonged to an Italian colonel who
died this year. There are all the books, letters, including his love
letters, uniform, and even identity card lying around. The family
must have left in a panic. It is heart-rending to see a man’s home
in this condition with all his books lying about—he was evidently
scholarly. But when one thinks of our position, just after I
returned from France, when we expected to be invaded, and it
seemed certain that our own home would be occupied by the
Germans as it would have been, lying so near the south coast,
one must steel oneself and not let the heart run away with the
head. This is a price which Italy has to pay for fascism and
Mussolini’s impertinence when he struck at us and London in
1940—thinking we were finished. Yet I wish it had not to be

thus.

Monday, 13th September 1943
Now my work has begun to be organized. | have an office,

some files, an interpreter, and I have made plans which 1 hope
will produce an efficient administration of the Italian educational
system. These I have sent to Lord Rennell and as soon as he
agrees with them I am in a position to go forward.

This climate is affecting me and that is not helped by the
terrible food we are eating, which is badly cooked by our Italian
staff who seem to be under most inefficient control. Having had
British rations and now American in the field, there is little
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L are better. They are.plaine'r
otonous—but there is much
: s » can be done with
nd s _ : oo i bes‘tdes, more g 1th
it 'mﬁﬂpgf‘:mat e have our own officers’ mesg,
: m.we-gre notat the mercy of remporary
mear are here inan American mess,
we get is some terrible hasheq
_ with vegetables (near]
L€ ved on the same plate W : Y
meat 'w.hICh liis;rr:ae:il .(jin interesting sidelight on tbe difterence
allitinned) a0 | witness the American gtfivers puthipg
in national custom ';vhich, use it has been put on the same

ganton th eizi;br:-_:j;t is already soaking up the gravy: and all,

te with t l; i and bread and jam are eaten together, flanked
w'eat," veg:egf e'f'he knife is not used in the course of loading the
Wltb h(\]t F;.::'bu‘t—mﬂyforcmﬁng the meat, after which it is put
::;r:::n‘_n:the f:)rk is transferred to the right hand.

The combination of a different type of food, and this climate
e resistance of many British officers,

' flies, are reducing th -
:;::;h ;m bad mess: service, climate, and flies equally affect
of the Americans. '
ﬂl&g‘e messiness of semi-field conditions does not help either—
one and then the waiter carefully puts

the one spoon serves for soup, refi
ith the sweet—and finally one has it for one’s

coffee, but not before it has been used for ladling out the sugar—
as no-one thinks of providing a separate spoon for that purpose,
On the march these things are excusable, but not here.
From what Signora Varisco tells me the poorer part of the
population are suffering very real want, although it does not
show in the appearance of the people one sees walking in the Via
Liberta or the Via Maqueda, since many of the more substantial
sort have their own land, or relatives with land, or are able to
patronize the black market. For instance, in the case of small
children there is no milk, no patent baby foods, and no olive oil
— this last being the staple diet of all classes and ages. Besides
this, sugar is short (but that is no worse than in England) and
what is:more important, there is a great lack of bread which,
along with pasta or macaroni, is the staple diet of the people. This
g ’b"’“ﬁ% along with that of the olive oil, is an arti-
ficial one, and due to hoarding on the part of the Sicilian farmers
32

b in my opini ﬂmﬁtﬁeBritiSI
i o
b, In addition,
bﬁﬂ.’ﬂeﬂ ,:ﬂﬂd cooks,
ati éaokSand.wai:ers.as w-e

About the worst food I t_hmk

0

14

to force up the prices, despite the serious effect it
heir own people—and we seem, SO far, to have
\ation. Meat is only to be seen

who are trying

will have on t .
been unable to cope with the situ
about once a weels, and no fish can be got at all.

ht, Petrie’s friend, Lieutenant-Colonel €. R. 5.

Met last nig
Harris, formerly, Editor of the Nineteenth Century, and once a
Fellow of All Souls. We spent the evening together; the
American Lieutenant-Colonel Menapace, joining us towards
the end of the evening. Our topics were wine, politics, and

anthropology:. :
e struck by the large proportion of light

[ am more and mor
eyes among the Sicilians in Palermo—it is a subject 1 must in-

vestigate at an early date. Norman, Greek, and Kabyle blood no
doubt account for much of it. On the other hand there are types
so dark that they have negroid affinities.

Signora Varisco has bought six pairs of silk stockings for Nina.
They only cost her a hundred lire each, although I think I should
have had to spend double that had I gone to the shop myself, as
so many British are buying stockings for their wives because
they are unobtainable in England and have been for a year or
two. All our silk goes for parachutes and similar warlike articles.

Bad news to-day. Mussolini has been rescued by the Germans.

The stupidity of leaving him in such weak hands!
* To balance that, however, we have now information that most
of the Italian Navy has reached Malta, and some of it, Gibraltar.
Their newest battleship Roma was sunk by the Germans on the
way, in their attempt to prevent this defection of their former
allies. With this fleet in our hands we have now overwhelming
supremacy at sea.

Palermo seems to be full of widows. These are no doubt due to
war casualties, and the bombing of the town. Palermo is like
Catania in that everywhere one hears the cry ( whether it is true
or not I do not know, as I have not attempted to check the facts)
that the British bombed the port and military installations and
provided the people were not near them, they had no need to go
to shelters when they saw the R.AF, rings. But the Americans
are said to have just struck at the town—churches, colleges,
university and homes—with a resulting casualty list of
one _aften)mnn's attack. anmithoneit
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ve a picture of violent contrasts, py

ndeed we ha :
Here ind es, and off the main streets, squalor ¢, .
1 i

multitude of beggars, priests, g
' i sathedral means impositi
: ks. To go into the cat POSition g
ma’h‘;'n.czls‘t f;‘::;‘ the squalid ragged beggars at the doors i
s < inside who expect a few lire here and there at every tup
iy I visited the cathedral, and in these peg

‘or Thompson and
(?;?: 1i-l: cost aplsmndred lire each—and we could have spent Mmuch

mYesterdﬂ.}" being Sunday, there seemed to be an extra flock of

beggars all in their special Sunday .' worst’. Many of these, in the
flthiest condition, lay palsied (so it feefned) on the steps of tha
churches, with filthy bandages on their limbs, and eaf:h one had 5
hand outstretched to the worshippers for money, whilst with the

other he rang a bell to attract notice.
There is little doubt many were impostors trading on the

Christian charity of the Mass-going crowd. But how like a pjc.
ture from the New Testament, and from the Middle Ages too,
this scene of 1943,

I am not well, my head swims and I have a feeling of sickness

It is the result of the climate and our living conditions in thjs
bomb-damaged town.

I have had excitable petitioners in to see me all day, and a])
they could talk about and ask for was money. One pair talked at
once and repeated at least six times over that they must have
money. They think we are made of it. Anyway, although an
investigation does not always justify giving them all of what
they ask, they get some of it, and so the rebuilding of schools
and colleges goes forward. I do not think the Germans would do

this for their enemies. Anyway, it is probably all to the good, as
. our prestige will remain high after the war, because of the help
Military Government is bringing them now.

d everywhere 2

Tuesday, 14th September 1943
The food does not improve in the mess. This morni
y rning the tea
!f)'::! breakfast h_ad been made in coffee pots; and besides tea we
o= two Amenmn Frankfurter sausages (‘hot dogs’) and pan-
es—no bread. [ must try to find a café where [ can get a
reasonable meal and 5o start the day in comfort. It is not onl y the
G4

British officers who dislike this kind of messing, but the Ameri-
cans as well. I was told the sickness rate among military govern-
ment officers is very high—and 1 have little doubt that this bar-
barous and inefficient mess has not a little to do with it.

The weather is getting a little cooler, but still hot by English
standards. I run with perspiration which trickles down behind

my ears and down my nose on to everything I write.
The flies are very troublesome but the Sicilians do not fuss

much about them, How unwashed many of the people look here.
Women's ankles are often encrusted in dirt early in the day. In
art it is no doubt due to the lack of soap, which the civilian finds

extremely difficult to get, the added dust and dirt through the
bombed ruins, and in some measure to the demoralization which
war produces in a people. But, in any case, we cannot expect the
same love of soap and water as in England.

I buy my paper here with one or two cigarettes each morning
—and it is taken as a matter of course by the newsman.

Saw General McSherry and discussed with him our plans for
[talian education. The task is enormous and I doubt if the people
at home realize what it means. We have no schools, colleges, or
universities open. Many of them are destroyed by bombardment.
Teachers, rectors of colleges, and professors have in all too
many cases fled from their posts, either from private reasons or
for fear of punishment because of their fascist activities in the
past. Even if we had them all here we are still faced with the task
of sorting out the vicious and convinced fascists from the rest and
dismissing them, and then finding substitutes. In fact, in educa-
tional reconstruction this is the greatest and most urgent task.
Then we have to take the text-books and withdraw all of them,
so far as the elementary schools, at any rate, are concerned. It is
simply astounding how fascism has permeated everything. Chil-
dren of six years of age are started on a diet of fascism. Chemistry
and physics begin on the basis of such subjects as the ‘bomb’ and
‘aeroplane’. Grammar is full of fascism in the sentences set for
analysis. Arithmetic is perhaps even worse. Sums are set involv=
ing an intimate knowledge of age groups of fascist party organ-
izations, such as the ‘Sons of the She-Wolf”, the ‘Ballila”, etc.,
and others involve adding together the area of the three * Italian”
islands of Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica. The geography books
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German Reich and other Axis countries and cut

rences. It is clear that we must re-
write all these and print them, before the schools can funct.ion,
but where we are to find the people to do it, the paper, the mlf,
the cord for binding, and the electricity to run the presses—if
there are any which can be used for printing these books—I do
. how are we to handle the

not know as yet. When all this is done,
flicials are missing and

enlarge upon the
the allied nations to brief refe

distribution in a country in which key o
The roads of Sicily at the best

where transport is so difficult?
cilians are very critical of the

were never good. Indeed the Si
has given them in matters of

treatment the Roman Government
schools, and general development. Such roads as there
and once

roads,

are, are torn up by war, and the bridges are des troyed,

the rains come it will be impossible to use the existing diversions
which at the moment are running across the dried-up river

beds.
Added to these great difficulties we have the shortage of per-
sonnel—I have not as yet even got a clerk, nor a typewriter, and
no officers of course. One windowless room, two deal tables,
three rickety chairs and an interpreter is all we have. I write my
essential letters in long-hand, and “Nick" Devino tries to get
time to type them, in between the work he has to do for Mason
Hammond and Charlie Poore. Then I file the copies, establishing
my own filing system as I go, and Signora Varisco turns every-

thing necessary into Italian, and so we go on from day to day.
Yet despite all these many difficulties we have made some pro-

gress. All the accumulated work which had lain unattended be-
fore my arrival has now had action taken upon it; besides this Ilhe
plans are finished for an educational machine which will a]lm,v as
much .responsibﬂity as possible to the local provincial educati ona‘l
committees, which [ have set up, and which will offset the undue
power of the centralized government. It is this centralizatio
which has contributed in no small measure to dictatorship. b ieay
One of the picturesque sides to our life here are the carabinieri
at the doors of 8 Via Bari where Lord Rennell has established n|‘.|r
bead‘quarters. They wear swords, white gloves, and bandolier
and “Napoleon” cocked hats with the red, white, and gree; g
colour, whilst the uniform is blue with red facings’. et

I'am hoping to get a staff captain soon.
36

Wednesday, 15th September 1948

Signora Varisco has been comj

XSG min i

ﬂm‘f"' I'hls'ha's meant some miles Ofad:r:]‘}], from Baucina to the
terrible train journey by the only traj ule each way and then a
miles. The overcrowding is so te nin the day, for nj
and, in one case, she tells me, 4
x ] rso i
in the aftermath o'f the war! An‘;eway“ g:ed on the Journey. Sicily
no more of these difficulties as she is ,;,W}I“Om Varisco will have
' One of our southern United States collng to-day.
ing luu(!l_y. in mess to-night. The polic ‘:}ells was ‘God-dam’-
a?]eged mﬂu.e.nce of 'Mrs. Roosevelt, ag ‘oosevelt, and the
dislike, partIFLllar]_y In sections of the rePe;lrs to arouse intense
C'olonel X said that education was no usegf ar American Army.
mgger-—beicausc they were all the B a:;zay God-damned’
over your head on a dark night, and mal OmM-—put a sheet
them would take to their heels! ‘€ noises, and any of

Thursday, 16th September 1943
.'El"o—day,. accompanied by Nick Devin 3
visited an urghanage school on the to fﬂ‘ as an 1‘nte!‘preter, |
reale. The Director and his assistant {}vz a mountain near Mon-
noon, so we had to wake them up. Ev. Te priests—it was after-
to allf and so when [ sat in conferenc,; el_”};thmg here is common
questions ab{)l.ﬁ their school and edu;_-:_l“ both of them, asking
the senior pupils .and the other masters diilzinal lnatt'er's generally,
round, the latter joining in frequently. Ou-a:i(:,tnzﬁjua: ol
) - 'when a bO}"s

The school itself seems to be well ry
1 ool n, and is j
:] ::;t_-grs\a; z:]sd :)(::"':bl?(?l"l.\-' a Benedictine E\-Inna(s!t::n a(l)lnol;i Pa'hte
o, : )!ru‘uPtef;I down the fine old stai-r;‘ase A
i nf:;um see us off—while lo and behold! alth{:mmui i
e ain, two carabinieri and quite a small s
e ;,S om nuwheru.. All of them joined with "C"O_“'d o~
i 1{;-,. .guud—bye. lt. s & friendly cdmlth.‘ o
- ;:;:;;n]mde his own wine, whicil. we sampl
The road i‘r:Jm ]l:;lcr h s
| | fro alermo to this se /i
the mountain sides, but despite th:::?:ll)m?lds pr -
- readth escapes we had



it has been worth the journey, as the
ly away to the north over to
beyond.

d that I have decided to set up
arzili.
interpreter’,
and commences everythin
s dug up from some=
d the sack by Davis and now he is
Jeading he will starve if he
d 1 have told him s0, but he
ows [ want a cook he has

days are out I shall have

at the hands of our driver: 1t
ﬁne——-e5pet:|al

Palermo, to© the bay, and the sea
itions are SO ba
who speaks no

a rog
ittle French, g he has
(Captain) Davi

where. He
ing to attach himself to meé—p

Joses his job. I do not want him an
k, and now that he kn

keeps coming bac
become a plague, and [ fear before many
to plant my boot firmly behind him.
Meanwhile ‘Dungue’ has just si
he fattest and dir’

dragging with him one of t

[ have ever seen— Dunque—2 cook!”
It took not long to find out that the man was not much ofa

cook and that the wages he wanted were outrageous, and by
dealing harshly with him I got the truth out of him. ‘ Dunque’
was to get him were to share the wages. [ have

the job and they
dealt with ‘Dunque” an ay feeling he has been

d he has gone aw

.iﬂ-used: I must tell Davis about this as he must be got rid of. He
is a menace about the place.

Shortly after this we had another cook scene—but of quite a

ss got past the orderlies by

different nature. An ex-schoolmistre
some means or another, and then poured out the usual (and n

: )

le of woe to which we have to listen a hundred

doubt genuine) ta
times a day. Her husband was a prisoner of war, her children
jork. I explained that it might be

were starving, and she wanted w
some time before we could get the schools started, but mean-

while I would send her name to the Provveditore agli Studi
then said she was desperate for work now as she Lw -]. o
allowed by the army 450 lire a month— £1 5s. at‘ pres ..3-" s
of: excl_rang:e! So I said to Signora Varisco, having Du:.:;m !‘ates
fr!fend in mind, “Tell her I can give her a tempm'ar_f jol ].ue s fa
—if she can cook.’ L

She was horrified, there was a storm of indignation a

and she clearly showed that she understood me to m] nd‘ o
s can C(}ok?

dled into the office again,
tiest unshaven men

not caok I maf!e it plain to her that we reall
saw it was quite clear she would not bel; Yy wanted a cook but |
Varisco's assurances. In future [ shall le;ew me, despite Signora
g:l(cept f;tz‘l i:at men with a week's Stu;;:]the engaging of staff,
a:f': zr;Iaj(T(\:.‘i t‘:;‘yt ;"’a);v I sent her to Lie:tef;ntthar i
) , the Welfare Office cek, assist-
someth‘mg' FOT her—but whether he canri who may be able to do
a";: u?’ U.laklr']g bricks without straw know not, as he is like
| u:)1 tlmle is being spent at the m;ament
;lllfinagc;:g ; ].T(})ugh the machinery of l‘*:fq't.lis‘ﬂ'rl ﬁrst locating and
without both of which my wr)rl:t;zr;)m‘g e il
eing badly held

up-

Friday, 17th September 1943
To get the schools
- = reopened, new
X : oY ’ v tex 3
: d;“;‘;id f(;; their political history ar::S printed, and teachers
mu:ig t:qttfl ; ”‘;g}lt to take a year, and bmslrs which, with an
st get it done by Christ PR v hook or b
; : > 04 mas if T can = r by crook I
d'ﬁiﬂlltles with which we are faced .\I?[m they are not the only
colleges arec -, 2 . Aviany
Thesi ha\;ﬂbOLICUPmd by the troops and b':u 0:; el
ever a count:t- . t u be gotout—and the first ir: oot rehge
books, and tht} (-‘-'Utd'zorgammd? No qchoolqno easy task. Was
’ > cost of livin 2 s, no teachers
mark g up by 245 » No
Yeztcr: ;"pant' the whole system of Iif:; f.:r cent, and the black
raay w 1@ R
Ao lire}( t\l\c ;l'll.d and imprisoned for qli';umed.
owner of the (];21 '"gl.les.t penalty which ct;uldmb{:»thS’ and fined
Sicily. Despi l-‘"“Pla in Palermo—one of th imposed) the
y. Despite the military or 3 the richest men i
the fact that his ary order fixing the pri i
s bar was fre e prices of win
brazenly char T requented by Allied offi o5
only be‘ing WEEEIlj 75 llre for a glass Ofdh'fal‘sa_]a officers, he had
e itali-u:t :{ 12 hre; before the war), and Ea Oz:;lc;!e bottle
2 A an cognac. In this w ’ ire for
their prices. The f: ns way shopkee : a
Bighsvices th:::: ln}rmers are hoarding th!;ir \fl:s W
carabiniere is ( u(i.{] the black market. It is ille a‘lmd g
i -(‘HL:]TI for a day, half the price of a%t?af_but whests
The pusiti(lm l:rillex}mct the police to control th - e Stk
i iqn t't e professional classes, as a re > lr 1SIng prices.
et foro ‘do l:ttle_ value as their salaries su ; is pitiable,
ed to sell jewellery for bread Da:'-irel xed. Many
. 1y
39 9 have people
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‘interpreter’s who speaks no
ommences everything he has
) Davis dug up from some-

n little mess in 52 Nico

my oW
We have here @ rogue
English and only little French, and c
to say by ‘Dunque s whom (Captain : ’
where. He ha .ced the sack by Davis and now !w is
pleading he will starve if he

ing to attac
gj&z’iis job. I [ have told him SO but he
keeps coming back, and now that he knows 1 want a cook he has
become a plagué, and I fear before many days are out I shall have
to plant my boot firmly behind him.

Meanwhile «Dunque” has just sidled into the office again,
dragging with him one of the fattest and dirtiest unshaven men
I have ever seen— Dunque—3a cook!’

that the man Was not much of a

It took not long to find out
he wanted were outrageous, and by
out of him. ‘Dunque’

and that the wages
I got the truth
hare the wages. I have

with him

he job and they were tos

and he has gone away feeling he has been
he must be got rid of. He

vis about this as

h himself to mé—
do not want him and

cook
dealing harshly

was to get him t

dealt with ‘ Dunque”

ill-used: I must tell Da
is a menace about the place.

Shortly after this we had another cook scene—but of quite a
different nature. An ex-schoolmistress got past the orderlies b
some means or another, and then poured out the usual (and ni
doubt genuine) tale of woe to which we have to listen a hundred
times a day. Her husband was a prisoner of war, her childre
were starving, and she wanted work. [ explained that it might b:
some time before we could get the schools started, but mea
while I would send her name to the Provveditore agli Studi Sln-
then said she was desperate for work now as she was -0 ;e

allowed by the army 450 lire a month— £'1 5s. at pl'uqen.[ r o
of exchange! So [ said to Signora Varisco, having D .ates
B i, T u : ’ g Dunque’s fat
end. . mind, ‘ Tell her I can give her a temporary job as
—if she can cook.” i Hacoos
She was horrified ' "indi
ek , there was a storm of indignation and te
she clearly showed that she understc | me g
stood me to mean * »
# cook

S e

not cook. T made it plain to her
saw it v:ras quite clear she woult:lmr:o‘:’;etit—;:lly wanted a cook but 1
Varisco’s assurances. In future I shall leav:e :le, despite Signora
except for !‘at men with a week’s smbblt e engaging of staff,
Signora Varisco. Anyway, I sent her to Li e on their chins, to
ant to Major Witte, the Welfare Officer el;:enant Vlicek, assist-
something for her—but whether he can l’ :n :wma}' be able to do
not, as he is like

all of us, making bricks without straw
Much time is being spent at the moment on first |
rst locating and

then going through the machiner:
= s ¥ i‘ =T 3
and a car—without both of whicﬂ ;:ﬁgﬁ:t;z"ﬁzﬁ a typewriter
. s being badly held

up-
F)-;a"ay, 17th September 1943
o get the schools r .
i fov i pjﬁ;;:ﬁcﬂ;sr:i;v texts printed, and teachers
adequate lstaﬂ", ought to take a Vearya:]e tasks which, with an
must getit done by Christmas if I cs;n . by hook or by crook 1
difficulties with which we are faced ‘wm they are not the only
Fi?}izge‘ifaizcb(xrupied by the troops‘aindarl‘))c;no L:;e Sctuslaiagg
ever a count::- 1:: l:f _gut oll.t*'and the first islnn e::u.l reﬁlge?s'
it % (.-m‘t l;tlf'g_amzcdi No schools, n pider= s
’ st of living up by 245 » 1O teachrs, mo
‘“a\r’kit ":(;"I’am- the whole svstem.nflit::: :')er ot e
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il SR ‘a_tgf the black market. It is ille alr—busenmg =
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sell jewellery for bread. Daily - Many
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i and the like. T
G 'obs—-school—uustressgs _
r.omms‘tﬂ ’_ny nﬂ?;:' f;‘}ir them—and indeed, it 1 not my duty
e dolitte &t 0 the provin jal Italian officials. The other
g ines of men and women of
k. But if we are to build a demo-

g lies wi
to do it that e Problems'_"l
ding for wor jonal government in

or some sort of reasonable constitut

2 le, as a foundation, that Wf-"mum
o “; ;P:;ﬁeeﬁigfuﬂ meanwhile as a result of this un-
start—ye

recedented and quite unnecessary rise in prices due to the greed

P - -

.+ dividuals in'the community- ‘ gy i

Of;:‘;:';:l:;:: l::) :f)ubr several reasons for this state of affairs.

O the icllan himaelf This is breed by nature awcss:
Jf-discipli trongly self-imposed order and regularity in

s As a result there is a state of

i o business do not exist. ere 18 2
:é;i:: to :;ﬁch in our callowness we are finding it difficult to

adjust ourselves, although the Lord knows, any racial study of
Sicilian character (whether here or in C!m:ago) would have made
us ready to meet such conditions. But it I8 popula'r to:-day to
avoid any anthropological considerations-—everydung is rele-

gated to economic or environmen tal causes. But because of these
buses exist in all direc-

well-known traits in Sicilian character a :
tions. The impact of fascism with its organized corruption in high
d marked individualism

places, on the natural adventurousness an
of the Sicilian, has not helped to direct his natural lawlessness

into a more sensible way of life.

Another cause of the chaos, so far as inflation is concerned, lies
with ourselves. From my experience in France in 1939-40 with
the B.E.F., and later from observing Americans in several parts
of England last year, I am convinced that no soldier should have
more money to spend in any theatre than the native soldier—
with such necessary adjustments to give allowances for what is
issued in kind. (For instance, wine was a free issue with the

French troops.) Otherwise, we have, where highly paid soldiers
enter a country of cheap living, riotous drunkenness and the
prices rise sharply. Soldiers and sailors with so much money in
their hands make sharks of shopmen even if they were not that
b.eﬁ:lre. So the prices rise until Sicilian shopkeepers put them so
hrgh-that they starve the Sicilians who cannot pay. I am certain
that if we only had the sense to reduce the money paid in the
40

d to a small sum and credit i >
::_llw. we would have a ﬂisu::i;:ulint:,-]:;= {;ﬁte:n;:rh::;e Witk e
and we would build up a capital reserve for each manr:sm
him in civil life again. OIRBLREY
Let us hope that we get all this sor i .
[talian intellectuals will cry out for th.: Zi!?:f;t:a:; gg;:to?demm
discipline asagainst the ‘democratic’ chaos we have brouoh ill;,:-ld
[t seems to me that if democracy repudiates (as it must)ng k
discipline, the members of a democratic society must le ictated
that quickly, self-discipline; and, at the moment there &l‘;l, a0
many indications of an “a-disciplined’ attitude a'mon :e i
Not only are we troubled by all the problems of 'gmﬁa.ti
in the case of law and order we have the same chaotic cond?!? o
Fascism succeeded in stamping out the Mafia, even if in d o
it established a legalized thuggish ‘ mafiosi* in, power in 't:mg o
Now that we have destroyed the fascists we have the Ml fi Stl;?::-
in power, arfd yet', because it is not strong enough as :t: k
argam'z‘fl crime, it is suffering the rivalry of the 'deljgueng.nm
morgamzed ruffian bands. As a result the people are wor -
than they would be under a real Mafia régime. e
And this is the mess AMGOT is called upon to clean up!
To add to our difficulties we have such tales as I wasp' Id i
the mess to-day by some of our American staff, They sa tt(IJ] ri
Messina our 8th Army which has borne itself so ma : ;ﬁgent?t in
the fighting and saved us Egypt, has behaved églz racefi }i’im
looting and raping. (Canadians, Scots, and Irish fs w ;; =
English are }Em‘nlved in this charge.) I hope that tl;ere is n:thi:;
;:‘;lhl:;izz;d that it has only arisen from idle gossip and American
To-day I was visited by the Rector Magnificus of the Uni
sity of Messina. It was a strange meeting. Two oﬂic,}rs,_.m?:i—
in khaki drill shorts and shirt, and he in the wniform of blm) :
gold of a Lieutenant-Colonel of the Royal Italian Naval \‘Ilzdmdl
Corps. A thin man, with narrow Nt;lﬂo-Medltemne;n fm
delicate hands, and quiet courtesy and dignity. From the mon::ne;
he entered my room this Professor Gaegano' Martino showed
every action and gesture that he is an officer and a gentle ‘by
so it seems to me. [ like the look of him. He catfe all $m e
from Messina over roads which ‘leen’ 5 w?y
normally a ‘jeep” only will
+1 .



travel with safety, 0 represent the affairs of his ?niversity before
the Military Government. He wanted my sanction t0 pay out of
the Trust funds of his m1iversity——which is furtunat‘e.ly a rich one,
and has been wise enough to keep its funds in @ Sicilian and not a
Roman bank—the salaries of all the professors and staff. He also
wanted authority for the transfer of Professor Carmona from
Palermo University t0 Messina—this hav ing been arranged
before our invasion but not confirmed ( although agreed to) by
the Ministry of Education in Rome.

To-day 1 wrote a stong memorandum to the General (Lord
Rennell) outlining 3 vigorous policy in education for Italy. The
situation is far worse than I anticipated or than Lord Rennell and
General McSherry can be aware of, and not due to reasons over
which they have had any control. The position is bad, the task
be mastered if we are to leave an impress upon

great, and it must
bution to the well-being of the
d brains are

Italian education as contri
country. But even harder work and more hands an

needed.

18th September 1943
drivers has b

here. He feels bitte

een grumb]ing to me about

Saturday,
r about it. He says

One of our American

the seclusion of the gi rls
that they cannot take a girl out without father, mother, sisters
and brothers, and even cousins and aunts and whoever else ,q
ggestion. Apparently even an

there when they make the su
American’s pocket cannot run to that expense! He little realizes

that he will find the whole Latin wotld like this.
Two days ago | requisitioned a car, and Signora Varisco got

me a good driver, Colontoni, and to-day 1 have requisitioned a
second car. Now but it will be some time

before the second one isi

I am more mobile,
n order, as it has to have some repairs

I have been trying for some time to get Sherwood transferred
to us, and I hope it will not be long before it is effected.

I am still feeling very weak in the stomach, and so I am ver
glad to be able to start our mess from Monday, as to-day | h.-wy
engage(-i a cook, who appears to be a motherly sort n(.\mmme

2y hair, neat, and about sixty years of age. She says she is t],II
daughter of a doctor, with an old widowed mother mvkecp_ | Onl;

hope that she will perform as well as she promises.
49

of co'urse thf: c:-nnr.litiuns under which we liy
the sun’s heat is intense, where the water i ¢ out here, where
about an hour each morning, where the sewi only turned on for
Y R - [ ra i e
gy ﬂ?dl by war, and there is no water to ﬁul;l g€ system is'dis-
pined with dlsordc_r[y and untidy messin Vit with, all com-
dysentery from which Raffa and I, and ;:rhf, tend to produce the
15, are sufferin
Z.

Sunday, 19th September 1943
Sunday—but that means no
ant Slackening in thi
is headquarters

| spent the t’lay with the Rector of the Convi
palermo (a high school with boardin Ed onvitto Nazionale of
over the bomb damage at the Acca d‘f‘ fimd_da_\' boys) and looking
yitto has !)c@ﬂ partly damaged by b“":;ﬁnl Belle {\rt_e. The Con-
and can still be used in part, but I must f &, but it is repairable
Academy. nd new quarters for the
[ was interested to hear
lor}:ged' tnC mllebu‘f the Mba“i::a:*t::::nﬁ:::izz z: tshe Convitto be-
;t] b‘:fi::: af[:):::j[:‘e}' T\'Efjll‘ a distinctive folk co:t‘::}t);eﬁre s
6 ctbe teachin u;, SO tar_as [ can see, the state has speak
 p e Gree ri%ou f.—\llb:uuan has not been allowec{ l:;:_lt::easm
oot 'I‘i:eqc-l: tle.R-::man Church, but they w- i
Ao se colonies were established se e
)e:él:s ago, a\?d -the chief one near Palermo is :: p:“‘-\'eml hundred
ignora Varisco's ide: ~ 1ano dei 3
this %eﬂnr of 111(;- :;::::i o If‘-ng_land are quaint. l:i;ﬁ;‘:ﬂ-
ien came up_-1 dl %o Nazionale the subject of reli g to
~@iis  God: in I-‘n‘:;- ji:c was firmly convinced we d;fflous
puzzled me by nmki; f—- ""f !'In translating some remark “lﬂt
aerei 22 rcﬁ-,-r!?]a reference to “kissing God"—from 1“i Y
ceremonial. Among ‘;; .lr,- SO St oA ST rei'“ 'm:h
fode Uft’.‘i[n‘t.-sqin;?‘if 1€ peasantry here, there is quite llgmus
The weath o ‘nm of belief. a literal
English m.mm:.n .15.;.,‘,01119\\-}131 cooler now—back t
< ‘hl.h lr.L‘_\-_ 0 a warm
g ;1;1 imm-c: ,T, iL'ltvr!.a arrived from England—o
< £ one from Sel‘gcauu Dodd. What a::ea of
: ge

they have taken to get here

N“l{. ) S 5§ Ciel
10, ( Lt l n \‘{ﬂ



in of his

much work for me—often to tl
own two officers: who are a8 hard pressed as can be.
We are having My ith Major Aldo Raffa, an Italo-
. who is charged with a special Political Intelli-
under Lieutenant-Colane]
to investigate the ante-

jon, and is working directly
caff, His job IS

that I shall be keeping

han anyone else.

gence Sectl
the Chief of S
11 pub ials and I can s€€
. n has probably more t
king document called a
11 in and which ought

him very busy as
Raffa has designed 2 most effective-100
ale which every official must fi
likely that many will
as [ have never seen a

Scheda Person
to get us the information W€ desire. It is un
estionnaire,
seems to me that

deliberately lie on this qu
ered with threats before. It
Georgetown University

document S0 €OV
told, is a Professor of
b. Like all of us he is hope-

Raffa, who, I am

is really doing 2 first-class JO

lessly understaffed, but for the moment he is better off than

[ am, assisted by Lieutenant Baroné and Lieutenant da Lucca

(two more [talo-Americans and both Sicilians, having been to

school in Palermo) and Orsolina, the civilian typist. 1
know what a task they

wonder if the people at home really
have set us—this constant lack of staff, vehicles, t -
: : ype
, typewriters,

and clerks.

As Raffa lives in the same house but in a flat below, he h
o often with us, and we have had long talks r(;getheas
ot a man so eaten up with zeal against fascism ;-
ruthless until I met him. e

To-day we opened our mess—seven of us, four Britis}
Sherwood (when he gets back from Algiers), (Captain) Mis —
(Captain) Toby Moore, and myself—and three Ame o
(Major) Raffa, (Captain) Vecchiola, and (Lieutenant) Bl‘l(fans,
Maxse is in the Fine Arts and Monuments Division with \a/{mne'
Vecchiola and Toby Moore are judges 1ihaat';m
* . e

Hammond, and
Military Court. Toby knows Toby O'Brien.

gone hom
I never m
thought that I was

Tuesday, 215 September 1943
We are desperately short of news and information here—,
rnals—we cannot even read the l'ritiris;s
Isms

we see no papers or jou
o0 know nothing about it!

of our work by those wh
still going through the fascist text-books.
i

Over—popu‘lafion seems to be o
verty of this island. ne of the root ca
. f al uses of th
belewbo}-ra: a:t;(;;:g; l}f'ven years of age, so i
todo s0. The numb "‘;!}i:elt‘ to our kitc}’ua_-nn Oti;lthe portiera dow
s er o anger. wi outany invi wn
and pester for scraps of foo s-on who spri v invitati
d s ood, is typi Pring up from on
Gjaco%t;, :y name, spends his ﬁmip;fcal of conditions : sl
Gﬂ: e 3(:001‘ expects to cook ourannmg the Charm. alu:: i
mine ;
) ;:‘enﬂynoit(;:f:' Fuxsa here to ser:eals. urner
town dur[ng tg[v-]e :::I,d the P““mg dOWn ::;'ef fl’om Baucma-_h
able to give him uc;eﬁai!‘o?' Sent him to RaﬁmISt notices in th:
seful information a as he on
. ght to be

Wednesday, 22nd September 1948

The position is becomi
S : ming d
rofessional classes. One £ desperate fo
: ST of our A 5 r some of th s
:?;dii;zs:‘gfﬂg Jewellery at r::i]z:‘l:an Naval Oﬂieer: tiir;hm
as o) i o
when rations are i:;gbhged to sell to l?\?:lyriow' prices beca:;:
down rapidly. Unf equate and the valu at is what happens
mostneeded to ortunately, it is just th ue of your money
= reconstruct Italian life ese very people wh goes
again. 0 are

Friday, 24th September 1943
Lord Rennell (who i :
10
for restoring the Itali Is now back) has ap
to be put into effect 'a& educational systenl:mvm my proposals
i pl‘mnised I We must have mo and now they have
to be revised (as tl-mt_ Is now agreed thatr:;l Ufﬁcer_s"and they
replaced by new one y are almost all fasci the text-books are
has fallen into o ;('S' I have asked that B;St propaganda) and
Salerno) should l[',r 1ands (he having been nedetto Croce, who
sion committee f-(; Hown to Palermo so t} under house arrest at
20 1= b
off a cable to ;\]f‘-'-ior[jih:‘- educationalists, ’I‘I}i:: ](lj;c can lead a revi-
Meanwhile T s asking for hin eneral is sendj
e l h‘]‘-e g . ]‘ Ulg
i ave set in ;
tion of the histo motion machi
story A ach y £
official, so that 3t'$i \Uf rx very teacher Prnfl‘::r} for the examina-
’ ‘e fascists ¢ . sor, and educati

tht;yhha‘ ¥ lIﬁl()t fled as soon as IJU::]'[?]C removed from ofﬁ(‘mn}(:nal

ave also arrance 45 possibie. e, where
didihestsrship n;l!{l&d for the dismissal of P

. the University of Pal rofessor Leotta fi
¥ alerm



and [ find that he made
during the war. 1 have

Fascist Militia,
¢ other peoples he is

cal Colonel of the
tly anti-British speeches
eral times, and unlike mos
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g as well as

pointment
ovveditori agli S tudi)

Medi
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those of the jpmvincia.l directors of study (Pr
shall be made by me and not rest with the military governors of
the provinces. This has been necessary as the powers of the head-
quarters and of the provinces in educational matters had not been
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clear that all these major appointments which formerly rested
with the Ministry at Rome ought not to be decentralized down
-be avoided, and Lord Rennell

npletely.

to provincial levels if chaos is 1O
and the Chief of Staff, Colonel Spoﬂbrd, agree cor

that a struggle between Via Bari (AMGOT

alermo

I only hope
headquarters) d the Prefettura (the headquarters of P
as (Liemenam—(:olonel Charles)

Province) can

Poletti (Chief Civi fhicer) has been making all these

kinds of appointments & as, probably not SOV
ional matterg

record, used Leotta as his chief adviser on educat
and has already appointed this ex-Colonel of the Fascist Militi
a

as the chairman of a committee to produce revised text-books fi
; i3 s fo

the schools! A certain amount of face may, therefore, be lost il.r

| handle this dismissal of Leotta badly. But if I am to carry out t} I

o e

mission entrusted to me of de-fascistizing [talian educati
o

Leotta must go- what happens here in Paler n,
no

Furthermore,
firstly and throughout Sicily generall_s'. is of more import
than anywhere else of compara 208

ble importance in [taly. Wh
do here sets the plans and pattern for all Italy—if we do i 4
all will be well, if we do it wrong we may Hever get it ri It right
where—and the W 2 right else

hole educational system of Italy is goj
suffer. - going to
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ince. 1 believe he is a demoer: “'h
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Saturday, 25th September 1943
To dinner wi T 194
ith Lord |
Percy Loraine, he i {@llnell-—_h ”
A y 1€ insiste avin ,
pegy. | did ‘not do sisted upon my n}ikl:l(.‘ard of me from Sir
Rennell that it was | _as_“'ell as 1 had 1 ing drink for all th
aiotof the "i}-ﬁ;t- :IS lilul; a5 there \\'cll-{tlmdh'_b'-lt I told Lor;
American Chief of ‘i;':;;‘t. \breseh[ were t(f:‘(;t sufficient ingredi
b i 3 .| e » - ’ (] - 2t
and who was with me ; ( ‘LI:IUT') Douglas Pj 'nel Spofford, his
on the commit®ee of t at ?‘d”‘h”!‘gh Vi irie, Who IS g Pk
was quite a surprise : ¢ University Lrninn:‘f‘:‘;}f. We were botl':
him there afte se to walk into | st Associatio "
Lord Ram r!n“[ seeing him all tl"oﬂl Remell’s office n, ;ll‘;;i it
enneill & < 1ese vears ‘e an
tried to make i![ appears to be as keen} ears. nd
rece x i u
he was using one qu:Iﬂ}’ but it did not ;,‘n!::: mead as | am, He
- 108¢ ‘! 3 ¥ out n ] .
TSy SN AIC Sy Methegli : ghtly. 1 thi
yp He says we shall '“?lk(ﬁt ;: l'e('.'lpes' some of ;wh:;:‘m
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With the mudlll ;»UI-‘ el
amiuir i Or many wee
etter messing, the ol ml et
£, Heanti

> Hiness of our mess
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Fullerton, an Irish or"derly who acts as a sort of jang
. no batmen provided here where W(; co ‘lJi_lamtor- there
uld most do with

with

i inning to get through the kind-
“pd the egg; Wm ‘:;da;;b(eglontogi's fﬂ'orts, we are all im- peing
nexﬂ-of théhe;’:h My dysentery is much better. The heat is our them—-is ill too.
f;lo w:-gulzle ﬂow: Of course We live ridiculously here—we work ‘
at t{re rate and have the same hours as in Engl.and-;a;md indeed Tharsday, 30 i éfpfrﬁ_’mber B
we must, as there is so much to do- But the natives think we are I have been Su'l'l?l"lsed ot i A g
B on sale—and particularly is this the i i literature stil]
more serious character used by students and 131 te literature of a
representations to the Chief of Staff abo inkers. T have made
should be taken by the local Civil Affairs gt%;, as some steps
s to see that all

Monday, y
After supper called at the Varisco
some ethnological books, as I want the avvocato to get me some
at the bookseller’s to-morTowWs and I sent Colontoni home—say.- them as this literature forms a large
ing I would walk back. On the Way home I staggered and nearly [ think that some scale of comliensit‘part of their stock in trade
fell—and with the greatest difficulty realchedl }LOI?e‘St;Imblmg and we can do with the paper whi Iloln should be worked out: :
ghfi gyl reclss £O0E. SOWIY, 1d provide, for the printi ch the pulping of 5
would P 1e printing of the school textg—bootii:ese ool

Friday, 151 October 1943
I feel much better. The fever has now left 1y
1e—and I am onl
Y

head swims.
suffering from an appalling weakness

over bomb damage on the pavem

Wednesday, 29th September 1943
I have been ill since Monday with sandfly fever—at first I was
afraid i.t was mlearia. [ think Monday ni%lht \;as dthe.'h\w:rst I have Signora Varisco and her husb:
passed in my life—I have never had such a fied ache—mnot even pusiness matters and so, d . and have been here dail
when I fractured the base of my skull. e 0, despite the fever, [ ha iy about
Not knowing what was wrong, I dragged myself down to the acep | ,e £ _;:L gomng by remote control, ve been able to
car on Tuesday morning, and Colontoni took me to the office— ; I 15.31:. ’ ‘Mt ("]"":’ (American private soldier
but I soon became SO ill that I went to se€ Colonel Cheyne (Head SII{‘PI.‘/ f'“““'lolls prices for 1hirfgs in the :‘.h ".315) rare paying
of the Public Health Division) and one of his American colonels knickers and petticoats seem to be a 1ine‘ lUpa- Women's silk
home immediately. some store of, and these are being sold fo tl@' sho_ps still have
resent ratf of exchange) whereas before r 1,500 }1re (L3 155,
300 lire ( 15s.). e the invasion they were

looked at me and sent me
To-day I have got out of bed, but I am weak and the thought
[ have manageéd to eat
two . "
Meanwhile it is more than hard on ]
s 1€ native po i
. : ; pulation be-
rested in selling to them at all

of food nauseates me. Anyway,
bananas and drink a glass of wine and feel somewhat better
om the climate here one begins to realize

When one gets ill fr
how little we English appreciate our own—which is the best in
t does, all extremes. A country where

cause shopkeepers are not inte
when they can get such prices

Saturday, 2nd October 1948
To-day I got out of bed and into the office Altl l
. wugh weak I

the world, avoiding, as i
flies do not crawl over everything, where rain falls and cleans the
streets, where dust does not choke one all day, where the sun
does not make work a struggle, and where filth does not choke am glad I got to the office to-day as work j :
the kennels, and finally where sandfly fever, malaria, dysentery arrears—there is not time to be il :) olr is getting very much in
and typhus are unknown. ; 5 The weather has at last broke ORI

The old cook is ill too, with stomach trouble. rain. It is like a wet October at hu@!&—a;m we are having much

better as a consequence., me, but not quite so cold, 1 feel
HT: D -
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