ich we are beginning 0 get through the kind-
Jontoni’s efforts, We are all im-

entery is much better. The heat is our
e we live ridiculously here—we work
England—and indeed

hours as in
But the natives think we are

proving in health. My dys
only trouble now- Of course
at the rate and have the same
we must, as there is 80 much to do.

crazy.
Monday, 27th September 1943 . .
After supper called at the Variscos’ place n the Via Roma about
some ethnologi books, as I want the avvocato to get me some
at the bookseller’s to-morrow, and [ sent Colontoni home—say-
ing I would walk back. On the way home I staggered and nearly
fell—and with the greatest difficulty reached home—stumbling
ments as I reeled along. How my

over bomb damage on the pave
head swims.

09th September 1943
ce Monday with sandfly fever—at first I was
as the worst [ have

[ think Monday night w
ever had such a headache—not even

Wednesday,

I have been ill sin
afraid it was malaria.
passed in my life—I have n

when I fractured the base of my skull.
Not knowing what was wrong, I dragged myself down to the

car on Tuesday morning, and Colontoni took me to the office—
but I soon became so ill that I went to see Colonel Cheyne (Head
) and one of his American colonels

of the Public Health Division
looked at me and sent me home immediately.
ut I am weak and the thought

To-day I have got out of bed, b
of food nauseates me. Anyway, I have managéd to eat two
bananas and drink a glass of wine and feel somewhat better
When one gets ill from the climate here one begins to realizé
how little we English appreciate our own—which is the best in
the world, avoiding, as it does, all extremes. A country where
rain falls and cleans the

flies do not crawl over everything, where
streets, where dust does not choke one all day, where the sun
le, and where filth does not choke

does not make work a strugg
the kennels, and finally where sandfly fever, malaria, dysentery

and typhus are unknown.
The old cook is ill too, with stomach trouble.
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Fullerton, an Irish or.'derly who acts as a sort of jan:
heing 1O batmen provided here where we cou?(? P
most do with

vith

them""is ill too.

Thirsdays 30th Sepltember 1943
[ have been surprised to see i
aIe..Tand S ]i: 31:; _sctoslzs_fascist literature still
more Serious character used by students and E'the i
o centations ©0 the, Chick of bt es 11:1kers. I have made
shoul‘% be taken_ b}'* the local Civil Affairs Oout 1t, as some steps
= hteraFUI'f? 5 potndedat kfﬁcers to see that -a]l
thel‘_ﬂ as this literature forms a large partofsellc.ars will not help
I think that some scale of compensation sl? their stock in trade.
and I‘Z‘; :;?;i;i: ::thl the paper which the P?Jlllli?nbe -.;rolrked out—
woil , for the printing of the school te‘(g o e
$ xt-books.

on §

Friday, 151 October 1948
I feel much better. The fever has now left m
e—and I am on]
y

suffering from an appalling weakness
jomora Varisco & : g
b i tt co and her husband have been }
iness matters . n i
e and 5o, despite the fever, T have | datly: shoyg
keep the office going by remote control » 1 have been able to
[ hear that G.Ls (Ameri .
L. merican pri
; S _ rivate soldi
mpl ridiculous prices fi . I soldier :
;1”' igr i 18 ‘p: 1ces for t]'img‘s in the sh ers) are paying
1C o ad pe = SN0Pps. ' » i
e f[ tticoats seem to be a line thp Women'’s silk
som rt o ;‘ dmll these are EihEhall o s e shops still have
resent rate of exchange) w 3 500 lire
: ; ange) whereas before the ; lire ( £3 185s.
300 lire (15s.). the invasion they we
= re
Meanwhile it is o
B ik 1s more than hard on the natj
eishapkeepers. are ; iv .
pkeepers are not interested in selli € population be-
selling to ther
: n at au

when they can get such prices

Saturda.y; end October 1943
1 0—-([21 7 I got .
¥ rot out of bed and into the office Altl ]
7, ough weak [

am glad I got to the offic
arrei-q__j) (- i nf.!u e to-day as work is getti
The w}]rc is not time to be ill out here getting very much in

e weather has at I ; Ve
L \l"lh(;lt last broken—and we are |
It islikea wet Oc ; & =
t October at home, but not S 1aving much
e so cold. I fi

- 1 feel

better as a consequence.
HT: D 4
9



The Variscos sent me 4 chicken to-night, for which I am very
thankful. But they simply refuse any payment.
Y B d October 1943 - \ .
Su-;'ﬂgyr [ went into the country—1° Vicari to interview Pro-
¢t Grasso W om I have decided 10 employ as one of
still struggling along with Signora

fessor Vincen
tag: a8 am
I simply must get help.
tting across a water-

my secret ;
all roon,
hour gé
ridge, and the small

i sco in one M
jounjey wssted an
had destroyed the b
and the car stuck in

During the
Germans
w carries water,
ad was pulled out by oxen, but by the time
: and stuck, the man and his oxen had
a fight petween some men working
g them with my

settling
on the repairs by threatenin
revolver, I g0t some O me, and with the aid of 3
Jorry pulled the car out.

hing for Professor

While searc

Grasso in Vicari we ran into a
d here. The coffin is born
e

funeral—they ar¢ very ’
aloft and priests precec it in their vestments, occasionally rais
heir VOICes in doleful outbursts of chanting, while th-
alk behind. The men in these parts wear blank =

h are for the same purpose as :;,t:

over their shoulders——whic
highlander’s plaid.
Professor Grasso’s towi, like all these Sicilian towns, is v
rimitive—and takes us back almost to the Middle Ages 13")’
only does this primitiveness of the towns strike one fol':i.fibl., bot
. in which the intelligentsia lives. There}' ut
lack of pictures, fine f'urnitl::r:l
3

also the simplicit
most cases almost a complete
glass, and books: all necessary features of the educated person’
oks do exist, but they are uqi{:l]ls
o

i land. Of courseé bo
a small collection concerned with the scholar’s own subj
character. There are excg-ptiom'mle;t,
) thig

general
here English or French influen
Ce

rule certainly; put that is W
thern Italy has come to bear upon the civilizati
at

nds the other extrerrle_o\.er_fllmis'l:’:i

and Empire and Victori
orian form .
S, Wlth

hangings and gew-gaws everywhere. As one might
ther type of home is found among those schol €Xpect,
50 ars who

pelong socially to the u
" h those of the noml;l;e;‘ﬂlass.es and their hom
(Grasso’s house into which S°amhese'3 or Duca’ €S are on a par
oy represented the othe ignora Varisco and :‘- But Professor
that of the majority of Si r end of the scale entered yester.
fort which is prob);bl icilian professors 'I'hand with little doub.
nev;r been experiencgl“ever felt bvi!caut;;e ;:Cr.*pt for the discomt
- C . 3 < - MR -
R for it—and it i ;ethte simplicity Ofﬁllc{]t:?g different has
iled floor, the table, a f‘,r ainly more fitting t ife has much to
thaps 2 ok -andt.w chairs, a sidebfa Zthe climate. The
D » . 1" »
windows make for a cm)lal;:]nna cabinet, thick ﬁ“;Ome sort or
% ;
streets and the smells. ven in summer awayafls and small
From Vicari we w rom the h
7 ent to B P ot
Gignora Varisco w aucina at t .
oai)nand signora i::;if Eome is in that t::mpfessmg request of
pastd, grapes, and ~v\:i:.p f‘t hat we must have, because the avvo-
via Nicolo Garzili The rom their land fnrfr:nnelprovisions___
; g e et
with tomatoes—ove Yy nsisted that ittle mess i
‘era s I s s 1n
of grapes, and two live (:i‘-"’rﬂe of them, about :Il:)m[;lld come away
. -1N1C » u
kill them here till they aref‘ns tied by the legs fe th}at amount
; ready §—ior th
;way two loaves, for my own u,\ to be eaten. I a]‘;oeiv) do not
ome-grournc =, se, of - :
yibly ifxipl'lcilid’land home-made bre’ac? : fthelr o 1‘10nne'ﬁjrought
/ Insipid, dry a , fo < rown
bread we have had in England ite army bread. af the ter-
of the country is 'gland these las X , after the go.
me a bottle }f- ) a beallt[fu] ,\’Euow C lxt thrﬁ‘e _\'Ears_ This bg Od
: of wine sixteen yea olour. They also read
r 1 : r . - = res
as the only wine sold to il old—which i pressed on
wine, which is ofte soldiers here is 1S a great luxu
hi | ; . n almnst undrink S ertChed h ry
igh prices. It has alcohol in i inkable, but despit cheap new
: : n §
average English or America it, and that is all thate that, fetches
Baucina is probably the n soldier. concerns the
Y m R
As one approaches it roy dOSt primitive town I he
beaut:ful upon its hillsi lln _a bend in Do d'ld\re ever seen.
houses th = side. The bl ad, t]]ere it 1i
, the green vineyards ue sky, the whi 1es,
above the town the mou ls, and the brown st b\\ hite starin
everywhere. Among thniam with the grey Df‘tﬁl ble fields, and
e allins the tovmiis: e houses lie manv e rocks showi
: own is, there a any baroque cl
faithfulness to the Chur ‘}- re many evidences of churches, for
“hurch which is typical 0% i that traditional
e ese lands
of the

Two Sicilies.
51



wl‘lich it presel‘l ts

f beauty pable scenes

, the picture © t hic

il We_nter i3 toWﬂ to one of the most indescrl i
from a di: changes s i ' 3
i -k 12' Englishman has any conception
st them. FFor the car to

: holes in thettl = seen
deep ruts and Tike till he has ings are a
ian ruts are = ken spring:
: rprising. and bro sult of war—

not the re
urch d :
Ll:dmmon complaint: e which Sicily has not moved through

S from = hateve
il anll?'vmef:idll the influence of rasf'w]:?:)’nior:;n"; e‘:be;t
, comol : ment in PRCHSS

the ages i the oenn-a!:zed ig::nr?zﬂ tion of Ttaly, it I-nas left

it did not merely feeys i’ﬂlty |;n-

s i leted it to boot—ior
Sicil : ected and mulctec 17 S

toucl{ed, but dehberat]f lyf‘ gfg ly clearly show @ &t OF s

s Bal: tl?e expense of the Sicilian. This appalling

northwards t© Italy efth the fact that the Sicilians are clearly not

neglect, combined W1 thern Ttalians, and nationally are not

s the nor strong separatist

ially the same a8 the very
racially =~ i feeling, accounts for __especially wh
very Italian i e at every turn here—esp Yy when

ich meets on :t, that ¢
movement wh Ik with the country Peoi’lcj 11_1 BED iE e
one comes to 1@ urope is shrieking for “reforms’

i and western Eure, AP L
which '{la]]}m"d]e:ure in Sicily (outside of the big cities) tends to
of a socialistic 1l ; y

be separatist. Ject accounts for towns like Baucina. The
Anyway, this negd rutted, and they are full not only of chil-
streets are nafrro\;- ar; :urkf—‘"',““'- cows, goats, horses, mules, and
dren but of pigs; }]t‘e:]],live around together in the streets—the
donkeys, all of whi Lally tied to the wall, whilst, a yard or so
cow, pig; Or gloat';lin the doorstep and talk to their neighbours
away, the B tvos; watch the passers-by- -
B thff' stnes h the exception of the veneer of nobility at the
There is, wrtl sJess society in Sicily—and even the nobility
top, an alm?st c 3; (;n their merits than their dignities—ag g
Seeﬂl’ 4 Isztl'a;: Prlr:portion of them have no place in the commun.
result, @

; all. Anyone will talk to anyone else without expecting to
ity at ﬂ'e;-lce, );vhilst of course any question that arises in these
give o

i t, and the neighbours joj
G of common interest, £ Join
towns is a matter

: ;e freely without being asked for it. Thus whep
in and offer advl ha{t, as at Vicari and elsewhere, a mol

comes to a
Lol 52

I

gathers round it and shTWS great interest in the discussion be-
8% on the arrwals-and't 108¢ t]’liil.lf receive them, and freelyf- fékés
¢ in the conversation. Whilst the children, who are too
iﬁdu]ged altogether in S.lt‘-lly, climb all over the car and inside of
.. and blow the horn, without a single adult restrain; )
xt, : _ straining them, or
eyen Colontoni, my Neapolitan ExX-sergeant-major driver r;
ing finger. Sometimes the inhabitants haye had a shock.wh:::
the patience of some long—suﬂ'ering English Civil Affairs Offi
has given out, and in a forthright English way he has put a rc:ir
cularly aggravating annoyance across his knees. But the Sicl':laf .
are sportsmen and take it in good part, i
From the outside the houses look alike, the rich and poo
all huddled togt?tlwr. but inside differences are seen, But e
here, in the Variscos house, despite the fact that they are i
well off by the standards of these towns, and are r‘etl.u'nedqm’ie
. 4 . i< e =
cants from AI:I]EI"{LA, there is the same plainness, ch s
and sparsity of furnishing. AR
Here I was served with chicken cooked in the Sicilian mann,
__which is well worth eating for a change f .
f den ' ge from our own method
of cooking. Garlic is pushed into the breast at many points
Jemon juice poured over it, and then the chicken is roaste,clanld
makes a remarkably good change of flavour, I think th t 't
would, however, be improved if stuffed, and served with i
sauce. But, as in all else, the Sicilians are very simple 1;'c.imm:
although the meals are endless in their cours P
20 s rses, and the food is
of the very best, there is little attenti i
: on given to extra ‘fixings’
The economy of the Varisco family is typical of tl S
the professional classes throughout " h of Sici ]F P
. G ‘hropg much of Sicily. The avvocato
combines his legal profession with that of farmer, havi
1av ]
everyone else of the more substantial kind land 'us’t s =
town on which vines and corn grow. This i,\‘ \\'or‘li{cd lou:s}de e
and himself sometimes, and for the rest of the ti ‘)’_ oiar
. s im ludi
Sundays, callers pour in on legal busines W
ay: gal business which is transacted i
the sitting-room on the first floor, It is a sign of im =
status to live on this floor—downstairs when not 113:0\&1 s,
. - ~y o
ate house, is the store place, and ex i i
' | : extra kitchen and so on, as it i
here in this house. It causes r usi i s
' . : 10 confusion to the client to come
and talk of his business in the midst of all the family
Because the professional p. Sici ;
- t < *OL o
] pec ;:I;c of Sicily all seem to have land,
Ay



argely migra=

. as Palerm© is |
into the city,

the Populgtion of '?-"_ g ‘_’_m 3 s well, he moves
tory: Wh als w;;,iv:l;g::wt?;doe and his land, and in the hot
but he i h:: . the holid2ys: moves pack to the paese, that
weathers uring the rest: It is this attachment to the land
istot m;_’sl i reat section of this class from
which has 0 ‘Y.n to th inflation which has occurred since
owing their oWn pasta and oil, grapes,
et back to the

due suffering wi
:::l‘.occupa. on—for they have 1% it
" which t@ live, prowded they g

another they do. But at home

il that these people

o and to
the Government to

rens

_ n Baucind and Palermo© for a special
travel, e countrysi de kno t |t Then start visits to
.o and bargain® and arrangements

"~ Finally it is settled e
for which it was built, but
: .t breaks down most frequently
all the tyres puncture n the course of

.« due to the inferior quality of
pasoist rubber the tyres—as New oneg
sept on the black market at fabulous prices—

of the roads- But fmmc way or another thy
nd disgorges its 'pa:*isengers and theit
S bis: : o returns similarly laden. Whe r
i :» ie the same StOTY. Here the mo 4

can travel nowhere in Sicily wit},um
d as we travel in our requisitim{ed ca bie

. rs

eds of our [talian or American-It l‘Or
buses crawling up the mountain alian
ree miles an hour. If the bus 'Sl'des
are walking —but if it is just '"anah $ina
ts off mule or car in this country ;;’f’_“g to
breaking down—then you ‘ige lt_can
which has never been seen in England. Not 0;113‘ ls ﬂa sight
crowded almost to suffocation inside ( Englishmen Wi >uid : e
die if carried as passengers inside in this heat) but the ‘f‘?tuall}r
the roof is stacked with the luggage, and on top of whole of
p of that mope

passengers, usually including several carabinieri i :
5% in their blye

soldier-d rivers,

at somew
bad way, then the men
take it—and no-one g€

just bear the load without

red umfo;-lms or in the grey -green th
who are usually seated on the hood of that some of them w,

€ cab. This i ! Wear,

15 Siﬁly. in

1943

Monday, 4th October 1948
The'weathel‘ is getting more an
whichisa great relief. d more like
The more I see
1 wonder whetheroi?:?: :.)f t]he Itf‘lo"ﬁmeric;m
Government work. Of cguf:;jtfhwlse to select tl:eﬁjr::?m the more
:?;;e ;::isj;ml ::fththat (.rhnice—R;;:: ?‘:;i (;) utstanding ;:ahm{;i:a‘?
cessful as one ""'031312: t:e ]talO-AnleﬁC:it‘;:;?- But these sa::
gently mistaken notio'?t:l:;talr-ld Oijten heiigeg fa:;Et been. as suc-
rincipal qualification for d inguistic knowled re. It is a fre-
from being olictl ks Charealmg with forei ge is the sole or
executive ability, a broad acter, fair, just gners_“-that is far
are all more important. I outlook, a wide cl;hsrra'ght dealing
[talo-Americans Shou](:] ; was, of course, natu:;al background'
jmew the language, and th‘: t‘:‘hosen for duty in. I to expect s
some of them were not O[(; '.aUhS which b‘-";ame atab’ since they
tried. Of their faults 1 “'“lll:il‘i)-us until the f:Xperil—"]kll'erlt among
they are upstarts. In several ist the following lr:“‘;nt had been
e e lowest istoatum afca's.?s I could ln(;nt_ the first place
they did on returning to tl? Sicilian society. 'Il‘;m' they came
out their re.-laltive_‘_;__l')e0 1 e land of their fath e first thing
many of them of the ne ; e often living in abj ers was to seek
become involved in the rfg:?dr?miﬂ class. As :itmﬂ?\';ny, 2%
more they have ass s of their ki they ha
classes hiizhcr\ien aﬁ;\:Tef the hatred (:fl" t?}ﬁ??f": and f'frthe‘;i
and the respect in wl.i{.f,’t:f'{ scale. This has g Zgain.st other
Jation generally. Agair 1ey should have been | ‘ted their work,
gain, an American officer i::‘ 1eld by the popu-

by Sicilian sta
standards .
ds, and with all the attril abulously wealthy
ributes of ? G
s of the pa
roenu

such types have lorded i
classes also ('.{th:plei?i?i;tit over the upper classes. T
when speaking their er .tlle ancultured spe[:c]( s. The educated
S ikt m i 'llt[mgrant Italian. Perl,a' h of suc;h officers
when it suits them '[Ihh'mg'h clearly and llnn;-:?\what is equally
thing could be more ey affect a strong An ’:‘lak.ahl_v Italians
provokinig- v thes -Fulfrlcamsm, ahdsiios
wuropean Italian. An
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.my Ofﬁﬂ&l’;
e mug-.ofthis'occuﬂ‘ed R GCER
dri i 1d said

- [ in his
ﬁewnng;gtugl:wl:fiqlgeei these Wops burns me up!

ay at the Provveditor=

k place to—;lic)ifly (Provoed Cord gl
ato 3 o for ea vinces. I met them
) re bein fu‘;;j oD rinciples whif!h were to Pe followed for

and laid downeare Y tion in Sieily and ultimately on the
t of educa ‘ 3 isely laid, we nght %

ee educational system for Italy.

e arising a1 = military rank. I am sick of being
| that it removes the

o the military title. But [
and I had the same
oing research there.
they address me as
Sometimes, 17 Mi istero! T think, however the fact that [ am a

= ‘ help in dealing with the univer.
at they are talking toa “lewd
educational theorist

of Education in
of the nine pro

i ious
and licentio e arly as great horror as I have.
[ left for Piano dei Greci, some miles south

filthy and unkempt as it is, is certainly a
¢ the Sicilian towns which I have seen,
not in that but in the fact that it is one
Jonies, which have been here and in

outhern Calabria for five hundred years. The common speech ig
f&lbanian although the [talian Government has never permitted
)

the language 0 be taught in the schools. As a result Albanjan
e schools at six years of age have to start

an most 0
its interest lies

However, :
ent Albanian co

of the anci

i ering th
;:::,l.:r;;. ?::t r.;e ?oreign-——ftaﬁan-—tongue. Beiflg o_f the Greek
rite of the Roman Catholic Church, the mass is said in Greek,
and the priests are allowed tO marry,'and wear beards. The
women, on all high festivals, wear Albama:l ftostmnes‘ all beaui.
fully worked with gold and silver thread. These are still made
ealthier homes. They consist of a wide Skir;

ially in the W'
especially 1 o

| pling 9

1 4

-~ o brilliant b:::l!ouf', \;orked with this expensive braid and
g md #0020 and over the head a magnificent headdress
thre®™ | swn on both sides and down the back. Round the wai
iy a Bighly % E and very expensive silver belt—in this m
ith a hug® buckle of Saint George, their patron saint “cfaae
duced inito e of the betterclass homes—that of a school
! where very fine work of her family was shown ool-
Iy this hogse had the most tolerably furnished to us.
ve yet seen in Sicily out'side of the cities. It had a Se“eroorg 1
i of gilt upholstered chairs in the Empire tradition withe t:n a
(ries On the wall. From the outside this house was squali dlﬁz‘:
rest, but jyaen iz went up the steps (it was on the first f l
all was different. This contrast, which I also observed at Ba Cfor)
r‘emfl'lds one o'f ‘_vhat a medieval town must have been lik ucll.la.
rich and po°T living cheek by jowl in the narrow streets i
The schools here are most primitive places in which ;
pesitate t0 house cattle in England. One of these schoo‘re :}}::uld
the boys, Was housed on the floor above the local i -15, t.of
most unsavoury-looking dungeon. When Jall._wh:ch
rison in Sicily there are no prison libraries, Chapell:eopde go to
shows—but cells, cold and dank and often Vermh;oan cinema
Jace that pr.isoners do not like to visit again if they ¢ us. It.ls.a
[ had only visited one room, or rather cell, of thisy a}l]n avoid it.
the jail, when the school-mistress scream’ed and :}(i Ool_above
Varisco did the same, and off they went clatteri en Signora
stairs on their cork “utility’ Sh()es:—leaving me Ilrllgl dOwr} the
longer pefore I realized the cause. The whole of alf a minute
covered by a carpet of fleas. To the amusem my ankles was
street we had to spend our time in the undigniﬁe:dt Of. kthe whole
ing the fleas off our legs—and for the rest of tl dtas of brush-
felt comfortable, imagining bites all thc- v 1(3 a}’.none of us
pever seen so 1.nuch vermin at one time as coeu,;ld’ ;‘-m'imly e
on one square inch of ankle. They just crawled 1ave been seen
In the corner of this cell-like classroom witl ?ver g h other.
walls and stone floor, which was devoi 2y “._}"te“'ashed
‘ BRe et s devoid of all furnishin
;quipment, was a pile of old straw. It was undout gs and
straw that the fleas came. On inquiry I f oubtedly from this
. _ 3 ound that this o
school had been lately occupied by bombed-out refi s boys
4 . It Ire ugees frOm
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AR LR ; e bl s
of" r districts of Palermo. The w e will
l::me;fb? zlz:sed of vermin, and the jail below, before we cap

ve there to school again. The trouble is

w children to go back
:Ii!a‘:m!is not an%sclated case —because the schoojls have been
ased freely for troops and refugees. To get both shifted and the
children back is a difficult enough task, but we aI::; have this
i :on to tackle after the refugees are turned out.
s s oo * school, but this was cleane,.'

Afterwards we went to alittle girls <
and surrounded a tiny whitewashed courtyard. However, j;

would not be permitted as a school anywhere in England. They,
to a small private girls” school run by a small convent and callgq

the Collegio. (The Church schools are always called c‘olleges. )

Here the children were neat, and although the one longish roop,

I saw in use was inadequate, everything was scrupulously clean,

Then, on leaving, the sisters invited me into the convent proper,

and they showed me over the building —-which was not very big,

and as usual more or less of a quadrangular shape. On one side
there was a kind of dormitory which was normally a UIHSSroom,
but they had put beds in it for evacuee women. These women a]
looked clean and one felt sorry for them, for, like so many of gy
people at home, they had lost their all. Unlike the norma]
evacuee | have met out here, they were anxious to get back tq
Palermo, and besieged me for transport to assist them—Dbut this
I could not promise. So back to Palermo.

There is some sort of underground fascist organization in
existence, as we might well believe, for ardent and deeply impli-
cated fascists were bound to go underground—and the diffi.
culties of keeping order, our numbers being so thinly spreaq
on the ground, makes it all the easier for them. Evidence of the
survival of this organization has been provided lately by the fact
that the death sentences passed by the fascists in Rome on thoge
officials who are collaborating with us here, have been served ip,
writing upon them. Raffa tells me there have been about forty s
served, and among them Musotto the Prefect has received one,
It has been a nasty shock for some of these men, who feel that the

assassin is only lurking just round the corner.

Wednesday, 6th October 1943
I am getting sick of the mixture of American and Italian fooq
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o WD L near
ﬂwdﬁ _ aftera time,
he: ¢ e

d‘j_ﬂ S.lc m’g‘ﬂﬂa by

Cons . the
ing. HiS fa

{4
e gertng I

and so | am getting the cook to make some of
English in type as possible. It is curious that
begins to pine for his own native food.

quite cool and very pleasant. Soon we
to European clothes again—which will pose
blem, as they distinguish the Inglese from

hwWe H'\’ey

€y P
eather 1

a p‘r‘O

s w:th
g the bare knees.
rtion of light eyes in the population continues

Jarge PTOP°

at interest to me.

the 27
The ree of gre o2
a sou Varisco tells me, the doctors will not allow

be
wﬂ ere’ 50 5
B '
g’-#ﬂnestf, feed them mainly on oranges.
ey ast a clerk—thanks to the personal interest of

jonora
;gur;d mandarines) to be fed to children, although

at 1

5poﬁ'0fd who has been trying to find me a good man

e is John Nester, private soldier of the Ameri-

colonel ri\'ed- H

since I ar and a very good type, the son of the former American
qu [IJ!’ i

can

nn Palermo and so almost a Palermetan in upbring-

re i ¢ .
ul he ris in these parts too, and 1s c-allmg to see me

w_,;nOI‘TOW'
Jay, Tth October 1943 g5
urs ﬁyg’gstel' to see me. A pleasant man, who walks with a limp
T+ -
Mthe a_id O{a 5t]Ck. : s %
i ioht we had chicken cooked in the Sicilian manner, with
Ton ?gﬂl’u“ and lemon juice, which was a great treat. This
do‘:e!“;s due to the kindness of the Variscos.
aga';: Jlectric light system of this town is still only partially
T ed and so it eccentrically flashes up brilliantly and then
to;i‘:,n to a twinkle, which makes work in the evening
dies
sfhcult. A J ; ; :
d:lﬁc-l;mer great difficulty is baths, as there is no coal for heating
An is only available for about an hour a day.

Lo water, and the water

meYester‘day I bought two books on racial biology in Italian,

ich are going to make interesting reading, despite the very

Wh- sly tacked-on last chapter on the Razza Italiana!

Ob";r?—l:iﬂ:‘f [ went over the tropical and sub-tropical gardens of

the university with Professor Hrruno, and I was interested to see

the oranges and bananas growing 1_]"“"'-'- The gardens have suf-

fered some damage from our bombing, the worst damage being
a9



ad a grant made already for
ded the glass and labour can be found in

ved. This must be one of the unique
d sub-tropical plants grow

done to the glass-houses. [ have h
these repairs, and provi
time, the plants will be sa
gardens in Europe because tropical an
out of doors.

ath October 1943

W. Washburne of the American Army arrived to.

was (under Brigadier Carr) the Educational Officey.
ound Rome. I was delighted to wel.

the region ar
fF after these weeks battling alone. Ha

rugged pleasant features and heart
disposition—he is not very soldier-like, but then that is not to bﬁ
expected, as he is a civilian recruited specially for this job, He is

in fact, a distinguished American educationalist, with wide
travelling experience in foreign countries, and belongs to the'e
progressive movement, being well known as Director of Educ:

tion at Winatka.
Although he has only been here a few hours, he is already

busily at work and it looks as if he will be able to take off
Yy

shoulders much of the work of text-book revision, which ha
rted for me by Professor Grasso. But Grasej

already been sta

needs direction, and because I have been so busy with oth

matters, he has not had the help from me which he needed N
Thf?re is a remarkable degree of loyalty on the part of s;grv

to their masters here in Sicily, compared with what one wants
either get or expect in England. In effect, this is the sen:um
personal, as against corporate, loyalty. Therefore, it is rar e
even all the force of the law and military power can extrac cfthat
a servant facts which his master does not wish disclr:t;e':lt Ti
was .well illustrated in the case of our recently recilliq';' o
Lancia. It was essential to find a new car. After inqi.:iriecikll ; "o
th.at a certain wealthy citizen had a car hidden in a gara ot
Via .Roma, and Colontoni and I visited the premises witf?ﬁ'ﬂ .-
Varisco. 'I“he portiera had never heard of a car when questi ot
no suf:h thing was known to her at all —in fact she could e,
described what a car looked like. In any case, we s-hzslt ’ha\'e
;{;ﬂr::(me else—:moth'er and higher servant. As John said ;fttr)’
s, we were getting the ‘run around’. Well, we tried | ;.
60 ’ 1m,

Friday,
Major C.
day to say he
for Region IV—
come this acquisition of sta
is a tall man, very tall, with

e all the neighbours came on to the

 with him, whil
ed in—until punching one in the chest, and

and A2 nd join
to some order, the new man was put into a

3 on to the spot—and his answers being entirely un-
ar wm' p ordered Colontoni to take a hammer from our car
“l@ o the Jocks of the garage, and then, and only then, as
) _5111'&s a7 ‘he came clean’. He admitted there was a car
MAu;nd 40 smashing the locks we found it, but, as we ex-
iﬂ‘id_e""wjthﬂﬂt tyres. However, by the proper pressure put on
Peqeda * next day; the missing tyres which he had said had
" L throug_h wear and tear, came back, as though by
) WO o their lurking place twenty miles away.

mggl':' here else in these days, when threatened with the
put * 4 locking up in jail, would one find servants so
the Sicilian which is something

this character in
een in the past often enough the

Qﬂﬂmﬁit s
ﬁmf_ul: although it has b
Pas.ltlvr;"g of anarchistic energy (the loyalty of one Sicilian
ﬁm * nother in America is a case in point) it could be
~dinto the right path. At any rate, this loyalty, which they
towards another, has sumethinig

‘_ﬁfﬂ ple of displaying one
olesome 7

evenl

gy, oth October 1948
dy in the evenings I have managed to do a little work at
which seems never-ending, and which I have

Recen™) "~
m‘_‘f bi'g treatlSE: ;
oin engaged upon these nine years (on the Racial Ground-
dom). In the last few days I have com-

“;w of Anglo-Saxon

pletfd a chapter on the three primary human species, which is
ainly pased upon the new theory of blood groups which I am
poratings arising out of the work I was doing when stationed
(Oxford before com-ing out here. The two Italian books which
ght on human biology have been of some use—divorced as
[am from my "Wl“ b‘)Uk? and notes. Ih.;mk God I have a good
materials—although it is like a sieve for all

lse! i -
in to Baucina where the Variscos live. My previous
« AV1) VIOUS

To-day ag2
- oecion of the squalor of the town and the communal sort of
Jife they all live has been reinforced. \ :
gathers around the car as it arrives and when it goe
: S

Everyone
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I i -ups all hur]
“he children shriek and chatter and the grown-ups =
:e:grk? l:::1: the Variscos in the car. It would make me fee]
ashamed in England, but here we know it to be the custom of the

i ite normal.
country—and so we treat it asqu : WA
Wll?;e talking to the Variscos and Signora Varisco’s mother

(who is a returned emigrant from America) ".“e of the grand.
children came in, and was pushed bashfully for wa.rd, and I wag
and indeed remarked upon, the bright blue eyeg
and golden hair of the little girl, which was all the more syr.
prising, as this family is e da'rk. But the grandmother

replied: ‘She’s just another little Wop! : .

Old Cavaliere Fuxsa says that the Variscos are very rich but [
should imagine that this is only comparative by this town’s stan.
dards. Certainly the plainness of the house, and the fact that a]]
the furniture I saw could not have been worth more than £50 tq
£100 all told in England (before the war) would not lead one tq
that assumption. But of course, again it is the custom of the

country to hold wealth not in furnishings but in land and money,
as among all farming communities the world over. And here the
land has values out of all proportion to its real worth.

[Avvocato Paolo Gentile told me in February 1944 that the
price then of land in the neighbourhood of Palermo, with a goog
water supply, was 50,000 lire a tumulo (74 tumulos=1 hectare)_
This is about #£50 an acre. If the water supply was at a distance
the normal price would be about 40,000 lire for similar agricyl-
tural land, i.e., £40 an acre. But for mountain, which is mainly
bare rock, 1,500 lire a tumulo, or £2 an acre was normal,

although before the war the price was about one-third of this.]
Cavaliere Fuxsa is another case of a man with a “town’ (i.e,
country) house and a city home—but his ‘town " accommodation,
where he lives with his son and daughter-in-law, would be sur-
prising for any English knight to be found in—and especially
one who prints two coats of arms on his visiting card! It was a
downstairs floor further up the street from the Variscos and
there was a bed in the sitting-room. The son is quite a good
artist, but owing to the fact that the Cavaliere is one of the most
outspoken anti-fascists the son could never get employment
during the fascist régime as an art teacher—and furthermore,
was never permitted to sit the qualifying examination for a
62

surprised to see,

L diploma. As a result I have been besieged by the
ﬂ’d’ .?r__ who importunes my office daily about his son’s case,
_winning to feel that there is no hope in the Allied
o5 and that they are not going to redress the wrongs he
"’thmtlred from the fascists. At least that is what he says. But
has _Sflﬂ-eof fact, he is wrong. His son’s case is being dealt with at
il-"'l"’mtrear er length and is m:c.-upying more attention than the
much ,-grea“y deserves, l?ut we fe.el‘ we have to do it in order to
#  the extreme in _rlghtm.g Injlusth(-:S. As a result; 1 have
g0 to' d a Commission which will examine his son and pro-
pstablis whether he is qualified to teach or not. Obviously we
nouﬂt force him on the educational system no matter what the
10 has suffered, if he is incompetent. As I keep on telling
fsm!l.‘f' Je—a bad fascist record may mean that you will lose
th.gse-pjs “vion, but 2 good anti-fascist one will not necessarily
your lihat you will get someone else’s job simply because the
meﬂﬂed appointment is held by a bad fascist.” But it is hard to
covet dese people realiz§ that we mean this. However, although
ve set up this Commlqssmn to e_xamine young Fuxsa, even so
1911&11 Ve troul?lff as Fuxsa senior and Albeggiani, the Pror-
]d,'zgre agli Studi .ior the province, (!0 not get on well together
“:he former accusing the [‘a‘tter of‘bemg a fascist in disguise, and
— i claiming to be a friend of the liberal Benedetto Croce—
" which to believe I know not yet, until more proof comes in.
The fact that I W:‘i‘llt all the way to Baucina just to go into the
T of an inconspicuous art t.r.-'-a('].ler lets the pqs-.oplv see that this
Vilitary Government, r&l'l?a’tu\r‘cr its slmn‘cnmmgs,‘ is the most
est government they 1ave yet had. In fact, I believe that our
pulal'ify is d,:;e to the fact that they believe that. I have had
f;eral deputations on many t11?(1e|'s. a.nd \\'}IC‘I:I I have pointed
out to them that a certain IllaLtt‘l r.“t.)uhi lie over till the ultimately
legal [talian govern'ment tm: uﬂuc_', .tlwrc has always arisen the
ark that they did not want any other government than the

Military Government, as they were not yet ready for a demo-
cratic [talian government.

Here for the first time they have government located in their
WD {:Ol.l.ﬂt-ry ()f S!(Il}’, i.llld [}ll;"l‘t' is no need to g0 to H()]nc; [he.\-
can actually get interviews with the equivalents of * Ministers’
oes mean waiting a week in anterooms because of the
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embmassing ePiSOde -*Speaking to me in Fr
F ench, as he knﬂw
: 8

; hey have
someth'ng t < .
‘ly. This 1% " great expen- Enghsh, he seized my hand and ki . OWS
. 1 form daV xcept at very s no 3 . nhd kissed it and p} T4 ol
e queues YR rieve at Ro-'::r; and and:social influs heart and thanked God in a loud voice! The quesE:;Edf i
e ver peen able i way of bri Y g that it 1S the very poor, ment for this crippled son and only child e, of employ.-
diture of money us out here: lupl*zxsa family who rejoicein the much to the old man. » No doubt, mean
It surpble e like th‘l; ety 0 read in thelfd'd scraps After a meal in the always hospitable Varisco h )
and the hun;fthe-Mi“my Go’ “which ogcasit)fﬂflly fa l}:lto our consisted of one course after another s hsm ouse, which
peneficence s from Eng’u'ndare for ever sniping at “flf’-t the had to wade to avoid giving offence, we gh all of which one
of new;l:ﬂtpe men}b:;“s red govemment :: at}:l; ltar;;iic at their vineyard. There I met the a’v\ro‘;;er*lt ;:r lt}:hthem to look
hands . e to be 2] are attacking SO ething whigcly iest of twenty-three years of ©'s brother—a young
intly beli¢¥ w—they ittle man for the fi i Y years of age, dressed in a
quaifl d‘rrhey ol brik::; fair play *© thesk fray He seemed S VLY pleasant fellow and mrsist:goiestifa? 30Gk
I ctempting to o said, it veould s German, .thLII I found a strain, as I am gainin talking in
.o As I hav . - \Prige reciation of Italian, and [ } g a fairly speed
time: pack to Bauc& ©. . o ap the same social leve] ol 1 i 1aVe never been able to ca .
H?Wevelz to find @ ‘lmlghte to understand that the titles here than one "l"_g.uf"ge -1y I‘lead at once. However t]:;y 1
English 0 uxsa, but theY h:; literally. It is true that Prip., showed me “bi church of which he was very proud, and its g;len
Cavﬁere cannot latduke-—but. nevertheless, by English —but I fear that baroque architecture leaves :ne, rath il
in I s{ prince; and D‘f; ‘:-,ame Our nobility right down tq lord. ressed. €r unim-
an e -4 . is o - Iy 1
me they are not Jiament, i tl]en'afore in the o From his ‘(-hu‘r:ch we we‘nt to the Collegio or the Girls*
tandards of par ld he Girl rls’ Coll
s o are parons ‘magﬂﬂxes" The Principes and somg really the Girls’ Infant School, run by the conve SOTONe,
ol;d “oval sense the s 08 be ‘magnates’ of parligy of sisted of one room. Unlike most of the schools ;:t, which con-
$e d MarCKe; s councils) but the majority of ﬂ,‘:m neatness, despite the restricted quarters m{;’ ere theve
(when they i the,,,; ix‘nam—-and so the highest of g accommodation. There was also better eq:zi n et lavatory
sitled people ar: ti‘:;' marquises and certainly all their Coun of the other schools. I am now beginning Izolentdthan in most
such as m::z @' e vank as baronet and below with.us, pS arentis :Nlu; .:;l'c not necessarily admirers of theughf::;lm::n: 3
e abo::u we get down 10 lCa\'aléell;e:u“ e B our :;en:] their children to Church schools rather than to those of tlt:
fore, W' : roperly used Dy us. tate.
J 'r&-——“’heﬂ p N el . i cherviant ;
title Ofesq:leeing this old Cavaliere ( who is credited with havg Af'.ter_ slm‘mng. me the school, the Mother Superi
Bﬁldes]: " b ifascists who obliterated the Mussoling i Provincial Superior took me into T i &Cnur and the
o rer-:mus of the town before the Germans were really o, these S_it'illan churches which is pleasing is their'u'ce l-ef sl
from the c occasion to Se€ one of the professors of medicine their lightness which takes away the depressi Wik
of it) F10O% T~ vho also lives here. He was as well ie. | the interiors of some of the northern ¢ pressing atmosphere of
| palermo University i ; ell iNupeg : X 1orthern continental churches. In thi
Pale . e conditions m this town as the rest. Altho bnght Clml“ch in a squalid town was the i o lzs. n this
certain ‘Saint Fortunata’—a girl she looked ho d o0 94
Ry —Wwho died about

rimitiv ; ;

to the P a(fusl'”"lcd to 1t b} now, we cannot gEt | to}
» one hundred years ago, by whom they swear in this place, for s}

4 3 y1lor she

uld be L :
i s!:o ms strange to us to find upper middle-clagg
and it se€ pe. _
: dard of comfort which even our ¢ is supposed to work miracles w]
= gwlth that stan WI works es when they carry
-y town once a year, - y her around the

class would consider ina'dequa‘lc.
Before leaving Cavaliere l‘y.\'sa and on promising to Speak g

Dr. Albeggiani, the Provveditore, about his son, [ hag a mog Sunday, 10th October 1943

g Signora Varisco has already developed a method of .

HT: E ok 0 prut&tmg



ers as she can—

as many of the call
All of them seem tO
the

as much as possible from
as they : ask for favours- -
srart the same way—twelve pambini, 2 invalid wifes and
direst Woes are poi‘trayed. What is more annoying than all this
chatter about pambini’ and hands clasped to stomach in eXpres=
: res of starvation, is the dirty and unshaven condition
themr—even men of rank—judges,
them until they

sive gestt

of the men- I have astonish :

lawyers: d professors, by refusing t© deal with
have shaved! An expected and terrible impo_sition in the eyes
of the 5i 'lign—--but Signora Varisco tells me they come this way
in order t© evoke pity and 80 obtain assistance: But I am afraid it
od effect they desire—1 cannot be fair to a
a a Whlnlng voice. How-
to people- Our out-of-

bristly ciun un
ever, nati® 2] manners differ from people

oo in clean clothes and polished shoes for an inter
dacious and presumptuous h:

accomtnodation I am find

the one room I have got
Jomics and Commercej

bulk too large in general estimation
ocommodation than I have andand
-ad to move from floor to -
life trying, a5 [ am still witha:)r:xd

- t

ries” (Ecor

There is 3
ike divisions t©
they have more officers and a
as they hav xpanded I havel
n which makes
uate assis tance.

is moving around from room to room
British Institute if it still Stahd] any
there. S Percy Loraine, 1O whom I am indebteiimld
lent advice 1 how to handle the situation o for
Jhen our Ambassador, and is anxious that it sh ut here,
be desn'Oyed if s . So Signora Varisco ha:; :)u‘d hot
it. The avvocato has been most Kind ‘Ufent o
disposal in such matters. » OIt€n put.

ffected the transfer (on paper) of !
A Branch to the Educational Di Mf‘]or
it man for us—d playwright l'Vlsu)n’
rfectly, and has :liﬂ‘itl;gi\: ‘dble to
1 on the assistance he E:gs:;fme
lng

w. H. Sherwood from
. the rigl

speaks [talian p€
[ am relying Ver¥ mucl

66

Monday, 1 1th October 1948
The British Insti ¥
the eighteenth ;l:::;:lte is located in a fin
Maqueda-——one of th,_.y f:“ef' the Palazzoe(? Id baroque Pal
& finest, CERRinD lIn incipal streets of thomitamilli in thace of
anti, which is the cmg: B ﬁ",e palaces. | & Powniand I’e:h:m
formed by the four VCr:y 1;':’ads: in the mi:idli ::fnear the Qua i
Bourbons- 1e baroque buildin the Via Maqum;n
But we have had s of the tin o
glazzd i ;l;:ch ]tlroublc gettin 1 of the
. Like a £ y
courtyard and approac all these possessio
On the left is thel ;:ﬁt,lw‘ll from the ;:?,La‘ies it is buihnm?f =
. % ¢ u
a photographer’s sho 2 odge, and furth by a great gat s
and out of it. About tﬁ’e“lth soldiers maif“l- on, on the sam:“:ay;
¥ o - 5
1o be everywhere in tl1i},ard are children l‘Y ‘ﬁmencan, goinld.e’
qrmy gear—German ﬂn:; Tuntr_v, f’lavinp aying; children sg in
seem to have been acquired l"‘Jerican, M“ﬁafﬂamly with bitie";'
On one side it °d by ever Ty wate ©
. the ¢ Y hous T contai
some broad steps W]‘iéhﬂurt_\'al'(l Uhposit:—‘-l ainers
" e to the o .tmtn to the right the entrance ga
top ﬂoor having becn llll‘ll 18 Ihe Pala?.'zo and [h(_-n ]eﬁ brite _are
ace for all the ha“gtr:‘ukml upon anc‘l be!?!‘oper, the g’rounndglng
Ters- n an
At first the porti on of the h g treated sti
- ritera refi ouseho Stl“ as
British Institute, then r.duged to tell meld' -
Of'hel', She r(‘rI.ISQd i ‘:!:‘\hell I had slll-‘ef_.ze(;vl;lether lh.l‘i was th
show sils St o 5
Her b oined i n;e inside or to gil at information oui
; i . - this ¢ Sive
Jesisted after I threatened tc s clamorous up the key.
the wife rebuked her 1 to put him in $ argument and
this time it wa I wsband and th IPTRI SR e
B s nearly dark ey flew spot. T}
nside—so they sni(]-_'rd‘” k and now q-uit:-“ at each nther_.:;n
On i""cs‘ir:atinn e )qalts'clhc electric impossible to see th}'
: S s i .tf.-t ame quite clear 't; had been turned oﬂﬁ
g ¢ fac
out the directions of \1'5! that they were 1at all this fuss and
B assrunent (v .] ajor (_ir-o{-nl;es of IInmsi anxious t(; {aand
0 . ~ . Y - b . y
B]'ilisl] ('”un(-il in ["‘11113 was 1{]]‘n_!er1v . 1€ Pf‘}.l'hﬂi()gi('al “.rr}
military to take nv(-;- t\i ). who had t:;ld'thﬂnrel’r'escmative of :l:-
I was gui“g oo ks ¢ 1e Prcn‘li:«‘»{-s‘ At laqt] not to en(.numge me
the Saverith 2 , and in anv cas st, when they f y
h Army who had desig case my entry wo ound that
F . ad desiyr ¢ ¢ W
naught till then, they w signs upon it, of w _uuld exclude
y were satisfied—tl » of which they }
50 as Si
r Perc
y
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ion I could to the

the Institute
[ get the key to-
who owns the

had asked M€ to give what protect
red him when he o]

em
is all settled now and
Ferrara

bulldlﬂg,

in this Palazz® i

morrow and we g9 o Jondthe Banon®
puilding is © appear en to show it tome.

By this ime, all the ill-humour had passed off and all were
smiles.--except the porifara's husband who was still somewhat
sullen—he may ha axe to grind in keeping us Out: Hereit
Sicily on€ always 10 ks for ulterior motives-

Being quite dark, it Was necessary t© see Signora Varisco

.2 ourcar, as’ne Palermitan will walk the streets in th
.« a good hour to curfew) for fear of Wha‘:

dusk ( although there is 2 &
.o in the shadows-
recaution & little time a
move into this I’alazZog :S()f
her people out. If the arm;

ghtto keep ot

they will ruin it.
rite to Sir Alfred Zimmern to te]
ell

occasi

¢ his old Geneva students on my staffno

atinella, an advocate, who OW—

) in the Faculty of Laws of Pall.:nan
no

is wife is an American and his father an av
: X
also. ProfessO ;s an absolute find, as, since I | ocato
officers until Major Washburne’s rrival a few days ago 1ad no
ry to get some assistance from somewhek;-e’ it hag

s . an
d so I have l’l'ofessc;r Cd !
ati-

been necessd
have had to fall back on [talians—an
or Grasso- The former is for legal advi
n

nella and Profess
procedure and statutes connected with the educational
tration and the latter a5 secretary for the revision of t adminig.
Thank God that the Italians are not Germans, for w ext-bookg
it ‘e ‘s‘-("ul .
as we must leave t: not
Our

so much responsibility t0 them
s how this Military Govern

- ment g

s

incaricato
University-

trust
civilian staffs. But this show
having t0 tackle a job with hopelessly inadequate
. - ate machi
er and equ:pment———lhcre o i A achinery
Partm
ent

both as to man-po¥
which is not in the same condition a

s
We ara

of the Government

with Sicilian tYP sts, drivers, and secretaries. Up ti

Nick Devino and later NesteT, and I have had t(I: It,l,” now, fist

ts between U3, .35 we cannot show ‘*t'|1dle all the

ften think that they are Sllrc:::(; 10 ouy
flough
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‘e

e

N s

to know rett n
l::lme is Eere }trh‘:(:-l;gw}]at.ls. I"‘Ppening N
sponsibility is b@in;g ]_?w that Major W
ited Some oK ash-
what off
my

shoulders-
signora Var isco sti
still acts as my secreta
ry, but is
specializi
lizing

in handling the mob wl
a Sicilian can do that 10 flock round our offj
v d ce all da
ylong. O
« Only

Tue;;g, 12th October 1948
To-day we hav 4
. A e take . :
The interior confirms t!l]1 epobsessmn of our P
jast night. On openi good opini alazzo C
Jarge entrance hgll :::g the. door, (i)n tl}?: ; f it which \{:rzs:-anﬁni‘
site side of the court lmed'at‘-’ly over th rst floor we e ot
one passed through a (: tl,le eéntrance gate:t;ps and on t;:ered 2
ser . z
us back to the entrance h«iﬁs of rooms and urning right :PPO-
around this courtyard all again, as they salotti which bror le}ft
[n some of th ' open u ught
L e rooms the pon eacl
ceilings are painted, and the walls are co e
in Venetian glass, \’*'hil there are great "‘;red with red silk
large room hicrs avef: st on the walls ag e chandeliers o
| boom was the Ch:ur holy pictures ::f gilt mirrors f some
having an open firepla ‘Pel. This 1'00;1; one in each col‘nen one
mally no means of h:efﬁa rare sight I8 remarkable al it
weather a brazier of co )armg 2 Sicilian ]m Sicily. There iso for
4 - 1 =" S
room with charcoal in ilt per or brass is pla :x:lst_, and in the llo;-._
The troubl i ¢d in the mi g
e we had t . - nllddle O
unbelievable—but it T'Lf;) gain access to thi f the
o oflec 2 1S .
Sicilian to persons—the Cts once more t} s place is absol
[deas o lowalty to a Stat only real kind of | 1e faithfulness o:‘ltel}'
3 - o d Olc o - 3 OVi
are foreign to his n: € or a politi Y alty he ur the
: 5 i natire ical or civic ord wderstands
esterday I sent f : order of exi :
y I sent for the Ba of exist
be here this morning, a SL Barone (the ow .
send again and now I,l - l} he has not turn ner of our Palazz
ing very badly —this C‘ u;s come very lat(—'d}ulg —50 | have | 0()1 .
: i s is the firs gt e, He 1a
this cavalier manner 1e first time anyo le seems to be st to
o Y o -
He swears that he did yone has dared to at.?:t
_ dic - *tin
‘ven not 2«
t around there the fi : behave unpl
repeats that he has n » first time —but 1 pleasantly when J
(L ¥ . (3 H
here in the Pala: o furniture — believe Jol ohn
e Palazzo—but I | other than t} ohn. He also
* ave < e 8
;ytuld him he is a ;‘“311 amount
) 1ar (“’l .
rich he



did not like) and that [ have evidence that he tf}ok the furniture
away himself. He says that he did not, and that it was tak.en over
h ¢ British Institute was turned into the

by the Germans when the ; : e
German Academy after the [talians came into the war against us,

and then removed by them to Germany. I have _given him ti]]
midday to-morrow to return the furniture! By midday, or Gog

help him. 5 . '
This is an important matter, as all this furniture which hag
he British. Council and they are

now disappeared belonged to t i ;
likely to be faced with serious losses if I do not get it back for

them-—and, although it is not our business to do so, we might ag

well get it—because we know how to ‘operate” in this country,
s doubtful if any representative newly out from Englang

and it i
would know how to set about the matter and so the furniture
would be lost for ever.

I do not believe that the Barone intends to deliver anything ag

he is the most stubborn man I have yet met in Sicily—and in that
e un-Sicilian. I am told—for scandal is talked here

respect is quit
of everyone—that he is a great lover of money and will make

fight for what he has got his hands upon.

Wednesday, 13th October 1943
To-day as | expected, the Barone did not appear on time, So

Major Raffa’s Lieutenant Barone and John went with a truck—
and he soon appeared, very frightened and dishevelled. 1 told
him that he would be in for serious trouble before the militar
court if he made it his business to disobey an order wilfully in this
way. I have given him till midnight to deliver the furniture—and
he has gone away in a great state saying he could not do it, but I
know he will, or at least he will get sufficient in to act as a
guarantee that he will really move it all back.

I have changed my mind about him. He is a Sicilian. For he
tried to wring out of me a truck or two and petrol and men to
move the furniture! But I have told him that T am not going to
provide anything for him, and he can carry the furniture in him-
self—but in it will come.

It is a curious thing how the fact that the furniture exists and
that it is there to be moved is taken for granted now. His
hundreds of protestations that it had all gone to Berlin having

70
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ily brushed aside, he realizes that he has to bring it

bﬂf-’k v
What really broke him down was first that he did not know

o much the ?ortr’em had told me, a..ncl secondly, my expression
of regret that it had all gone to .Berlm, since, as I understood he
i we]l.furmshed [?alaZzo, I'intended to send trucks and help
myselfto his own furniture. He thep realized that truth—or some
measure oF ‘it—-was .tlfe safer policy, otherwise he might find
himﬂelf having to give us more than the British Institute’s
{umiture-
Thursdays MM'Octaber 1943 -

Arrived t0 hn_d some more furniture coming in, all of it not
having been fie_IIVEfEd yesterday, partly because they had not
ime to pring it in. But we 5}‘10““ not have got this extra load or
s if T had not then expressed anger at the small amount they
prought; and threatened to Cfmsult the list I said T had of the

mplete inventory of the Institute.
coﬂere occurred an 1-nc1dem so typical of the times. The
Barone’s steward s1lP°l‘1me'_1tvied a few weaklings trundling in the
qmiture at [!19 slowest possible rate—to the disorganization of

» whole office. I told the steward to hurry up and carry some
irs through to my room. He‘relused to lift them as he was
Jbove that sort of thing. So I picked up the heaviest, an arm-
chair, carried 1t through I‘l-l}-‘se“, as an example, which was not
Jost O the assembled mu]mud_o—-—am! then i gnominiously turned
him out before everyonc: [ bchf‘-_\"i'. we shall have no more trouble
with the precious Barone :fn(f his idle aful insolent steward. For
b pins [ Wf" run the pair into the military court for obstruc-
s, disobeying orders, and an attempt to defraud the British
Council. - -

Now our offices are more than decently furnished. There are
1o offices anywhere in Italy umlw: t‘lu- Military Government with
quch fine furniture and so magnificent a setting. Raffa’s wing,
into which he ha"!.'«'-. moved as I want him near me since we seem to
be the only Di\':.u:wn making full time demands upon his Political
telligence Sect.mn at the moment (I suspect the others have not
et realized the lll\‘{lll-.l.'.lhl.t‘.‘ hvl;"- they can get from Raffa), is posi-
tively indecent. The furniture is covered in a light blue brocaded



is frequently
ts and secretaries in other
all been here admiring the
after supper, that 1 con-

d as Orsolina, the typist,

visited by her friends who ar¢ typis
overnment departments they have
rters. 1 10 Raffa just nOW,
sidered that he had better make some attempt to remove the
jmpression of a harem which one gets on walking into his wing
with these girls sitting on the settees laughing and chattering! i
1 have sent through the aid of Signora Varisco, produce from
Baucina, fine wine, §i of age, grapes, and a chicken, to
Colonel Spoﬂ'ord, our Chief of Staff at the hospital, where he is
lying wounded, his plane in which he was flying having been shot
down on the mainland. spofford being wounded at this time is
4t puisance for he is a man with a wonderful grasp of tha
situation here, and without him in charge of affairs when Lo 5
Rennell and General McSherry are away SO much, things a:-(:

not likely to be to© easy.

silk sort of stuff—an

h ()daber 1943
much cooler. The American
: s

Friday, 151
The weather is beginning to get
into weollen clothing, but we are still j
in

to-day have gone

__shorts and shirts.
has what is to us the curi

! ! 8 urious pr

proceduyre

tropical kit
The American Army
of marching officers into orderly room for punishment. O
our American majors displeased with one of his lieuten'a ne of
fined him 2 month’s pay! It certainly seems to me t]nts hag
American Army is stricter in its discipline of its officers tl:at the
President’s Cﬂmmisﬂm; dozr; ?lr
ot

own: or put another way, the
carry the same privileges as the King’s. That reminds 1
s m

e of a

very new American Second Lieutenant who created a stj
joining his unit by saying he had been specially ap (‘) stir op
President Roosevelt! His commander was very t'ﬁhar.,p‘ inted by
with him (lest there should be pnlitical' repe]_}u“i“i in dealip

discovered that the simpleton referred to t},(‘3 CS) until he
granted to him by the President. Ommissiop

Sunday, 17th October 1943
To my surprise [ received sixteer
and ten days after leaving home!
d me with a :
a problem of deali
caling wj
with

Colontoni presente
72

1 letters to-d:
' ay. Two
: monthg

drunken negro soldiers thi
. - 5 EVenin
¢ the Variscos ho g. I had :
:nd collect me on :J}f; ::n d go on with the ;o;: him to drop me
pot more than about te:yl back. I had expected t}?ke her home
ninutes fi : avin Rl
re he cam or h P e to
bef;)z?re =y th:' 32d when he did, he :.:.: but it was an }t:alt
exceedingly troii] runken American ne wved with a terriﬁel:
mother cbmplicati,:mme t(? get rid of__giro N.C.O.s who were
Really I should hav f t t—he situation becaugin:;ra Varisco and her
ave tr
was an extremely difﬁ:itli to apprehend them iley were terrified.
troops and I had ult business as the N some way, but it
the rez:l position‘wano arng.on-megland iv:;ere foreign Allied
But, after Colontonis }at the time I turned th id not know what
nalled him to ha]tmd calmed down, I w:m out of the house
oioned on the Wav, :(: ahPlace where the:et()ld that they ha‘i
them—as he must under ]t e C.uok's home, ar Zre negro troops
it the ool aut o8 .tht 1e existing milita’ry 1: he had obeyed
- e car . w—and
ordered him to driv » got into m they had
the time; they ap );e them n., several placc}"; car themselves, and
these halts thenl parently failing to get wl:l, threatening him all
and danne.’Gi\r(?ngz:: :folontoni his head ::: éh‘c’l)'fwamed at all
‘nance he ¥ n or t
house where he knew I was Waiti:r(;.ve straight to the I{fm'pesce
g for him ariscos’

Tu;.;da_y, 19th October 1943
onslgnore B: s
me to—dajf about l?ilslc()(’:h[i:bl“lnl) of Mazara del Vallo twi
extremely difficult betwer:" schools. I told him ﬁ:ho twice to see
their opening and the an:"h, t}l? forces of the Ch e question was
those of leftish point of vi l—c.lc.ancal influences p;‘t‘?h pressing for
re-starting, and my busi ’e\iv in the towns, tr;fin icularly among
a member of the Chul_{.;l:?"f was to be fair to b%):}(: prevent them
nowadays) I could not a . .‘I;ng.land (evin ifaoie :ll told him as
influence from e(luratinf_fle with the sweeping a\v-v 1at nominally
Ser dericals wouldh ut on the other hand ’;ay of religious
Church at an opportunit 'e‘anxmus tol custasl the’ l(‘-(fuld see that
I must be fair to I)otl]l 3 buch as the present: am};nwleges of the
that he considered Ii:at :ﬁzﬂ in my posit.‘ﬂl‘l."rhe gepeated that
and his Church considered ay aill Chrittasscics ishop replied
our errors. To whicl red us Fhristians, althou }?ta.nd together,
1 I replied, mischievo igh they deplored
i usly, that 1 had no

|



doubt that the Archbishop of Canterbury with equal charity, con-
ceded that the Pope was also a Christian but deplored the error
of his doctrines! The Bishop looked, at first, as though he had
not heard aright—and then suddenly burst into a peal of laughter
— laughing s© heartily that his purple skull cap fell off and had to
under the easy chair in which he was sitting.

be retrieved from
Temple, late Archbishop of Canterbury,
d committed him to

We parted friends. [Dr-
was amused when told later of the way I ha
this act of Christian charity.]

20th October 1943
ara del Vallo, whose diocese is in Trapani

called again to-day- Both yesterday and to-day I had to
waiting a long time because of the queues of people to
he did not seem 10 mind. The Sicilian has a habit of
does not grow as jmpatient as we do.
exceedingly enthusiastic for his schools. Here in
d absolute chaos in connection with the schools
truction, the flight of officials, the need for .
d for revised text—bock:

and officials an
ituation. But added to that we have th
e

The fascists banned these and th
believing we are liberating the,:
¢t that we shall restore to

JFednesday,
The Bishop of Maz
province,
keep him
see me, but
waiting and sO
The Bishop is
Sicily we have ha
The war, the des
purge of fascist teachers
is a complicated enough s
problem of the Church schools.
Church and religious people,
from fascism, not unnaturally expec

them the freedom of their schools.
The Church authorities say that General Alexander and Lord
I

Rennell both told Cardinal Lavitrano, the Archbishop of Pal
mo, that Church schools could re-open; and it seems to me }E:r"
they could scarcely deny to Italy to-day a liberty which we lt at
permitted in England. But, of course, the immediate prol:lave
is the opposition of the anti-clerical Labour Front. This hem
is more noisy than real and is mainly to be found in th;e la(:-d
e

towns such as palermo. Elsewhere, in the country
. L~ a

ore closely associated with the C]-,r];s::ts'

1an

workers are found m
Democrat Party, and this party takes quite a different line
cerning Church education. It is not surprising, therefore, t Icon-
.. e 27 y LO 1av
i in the diocese of the Bishop (;_
; 0

a1l these troubles down at Trapan
Mazara del Vallo. The parents there, as everywhere el
clamouring for schools to open in order that the d'”dr(.,e se, are
T4 1 may be

off the streets, where they are in serio
s : us d '
£ ;n(:::!::i-igtrgzi:t.e‘rhe Bishop, as a resultngte: f;;::ﬂ_the
at i en Church schools in h"' ) =
ejved much popular support, not only fi e
om many od'le‘f'S- There is another fau::t{:z:Y rom.the it
seems not the slightest doubt that the bet; v
o Church .s.chuols as they believe the "-‘r"_dass et b
petter ed}]C&tlt}n-—and from what 1 ha O
et S iy ve so far seen, there is
It is E«.,;,t um-mtural, in a tense situation sucl
find an immediate afltagonism to these dev ulm sdimt i
veditore of Trapani is apparently opposi e B
come quarters the whole question is e'ng iy O
seemly prawl with innuendoes bein rf c:tmg ‘.10“'11 el
Here is d}-namite to handle witha.vefr:: sy e
Nevertheless, [ am perfectly certaigetz:;ce. ‘
R.?HDEI! were absolutely right because ourt' bOth_ gl
br'm_g Ilbc?rty 3.!1(1 n.ot to deny it by mainta'm?mmg ol
ing i ining the oppressive
.Thgrefore I am going to give the Bisho i
tain the school-‘f he has already opened a Ii) e s
uardS’ concerning the subjects they tca{::: i, v
education given are established. It ;eema t ol L
Church E.Jducalwm:zl Commission e‘-:tat;l' (}’ "‘e _th‘“ i
representing the Bishop and the Pm;ﬂ.' d'lh ‘f—'d_ o s
of or d derl'v (:;}.-elopmcnt of these new fr‘ienglre G s
= & e Church sc
?r:_;v;hzsls Ih:ll::tn{)lt‘l‘ t_aske'd the Bishop notr:: bl =
y Hac elieve it is my business e
already functioning and so become im‘oiuflh? g i:‘PP"eSS e
’ed In a bitter internal

iniﬁative o

[talian political wrangle.
Anyway, I have o
Prmrd:’t;r:e agli Srua;kfrd the Bishop to have a talk wi
/! di of Trapani and the with e
me again. en to come back and s
' ee
Monsignore B .
P ovincia%n #to wat accompanied by a Pad
S'I;'l h’ or something of that sort o€ 4h dre Gliozzo, the
jcily, who wa o ; o Tan :
HEig.;:.bourhu lm;‘((l to have one of his boardi .]tSL;lt Order in
oa O 1‘ - e e o n sC i
he could get the ““"111.1 freed from military mg_ k?ols in the
Jestit chg 1 1e school re-started. This sc 1-1 l’uU!)atmn so that
s » = 3 " o : - t_ e 5
esul ool here in Palermo, does not raise ﬂ‘m , as well as the
aise the same di =
i :
; e85
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as the free schools opened by the Bishop, since the fascists per-
mitted certain Church schools to survive provided that they
accepted complete Gtate control. In other words, the Church
provided the building and the teachers, the State the curriculum
and inspectors, and insisted that the pictures of Mussolini and
Victor Emmanuel should be in each classroom along with the
crucifix. Now these walls are rather ill-balanced because the
d only a stain on

crucifix remains, with the King on one side an
the wall where once the Duce glowered down upon the childhood

of Italy.
Naturally, , schools of this type, and which are
om from this State

called ‘parified’,
and bureaucratic contro

these Churcl
are anxious to achieve freed
|—but at the moment I cannot see how I
can grant them that freedom—and so I propose to allow the new
“free’ schools of the Bishop and at the same time leave the status
of the ‘parified’ schools the same as before. Neither party will
be satisfied but it seems the fairest decision. I have had a talk
with Spofford and he is in complete agreement with this decision.

Sometimes I get the fascist salute. Callers, especially some of
those who have been peremptorily sent for, and therefore are not
relishing the interview, on entering my large and imposing
office, lose their heads and salute, usually stammering out some-

thing about Excellenza or Il Ministro!

Friday, 22nd October 1943
A danger into which some of our civil affairs officers have

fallen is that they have allowed themselves to be taken over and
actually run by bad fascist elements, until they have found them
1ore than about eighteen miles from

out. In one town not nn
Palermo I have been told of a case of this sort. As soon as the

Civil Affairs Officer arrived, a man who was a member of a
family with a criminal background and who himself had been an
snformer for the Fascist Federal Secretary, presented himself to

him with a plausible tale—and from then on became the C.A.O.’s
factotum and confidant on all local matters. Immediately, work-
ing from this privileged position into which he had wormed him-

self, this blackguard indicted many respectable citizens as

fascists, including in these accusations American citizens living in

the same town. Many of these accused people were thus placed
76

der a cloud of suspicion, and,
::s fined in the military court for :nu:;:l:’:;ﬂ:d,. one of them
Later, after n‘umerous representations bl ever committed,
the C.A.O. discovered that he had been immable citizens,
drop h_is .conﬁdential agent. But harm has 113)Osed upon, and

G hile: This is @ concrete case in which Raffa’s Se:n d:one
paire) System “:'ould have been invaluable an; : (ql.le.stiOn_
Government 11 Its planning stage did not work why Military
effective scheme before we landed in the coun out some such
S jtisallso obvious. Instead of that, Raﬂ“at}ry I do not know
L m_th_e field after frequent represe;::t-h ad to design
pim for perm s2on to use it. If every C.A.0O. | 1(?“8 made by
copies of the Scheda and told that they COlIld-n(;t 1ad been given
who did not comply with its conditions satisfacto:e“il;;pk:l): i
E ese mis-

cakes would not have occurred.

Saturday ogrd October 1948
To-day, Lieutenant-Colonel T. V. Smith who arrived
yester-

day, and Major C. W. Washburne accompanie

upon Cardinal Lavitrano, the Archbishop, alﬁlil:d T] ¢ on.a e

cathedral in Palermo. Signora Varisco and h’;‘;‘:::ggearthe
; ore de

Gaetano were also present.
e Cardinal is a little man, wi 5 ;
Th ith a shrewd and intelligent face

and he received us cordially. He raised the questi
ing of his schools which he was hoping to o e:; 1on of the open-
discussions with General Alexander and LorI:i I{as a result of his
out to him the fact that the question was char ::lme'll. 1 Pcfimed
as it is quite probable that both the G‘-‘ncralqgh d“’lth difficulty
the free Church schools were already in exist;passume,d that
merely the matter of re-opening them ——whcre-lze- Iand it was
was quite different in that these free schools 1‘1;;;1 the position
since the fascist régime had come into power. On t} not existed
| agreed that in England we had free (,‘hurch-edu . = other hand
asa principlc that the Church had a strong case ;dtmn and. I felt
that freedom which it had enjoyed before f:l‘it‘i'ﬁn ;"‘ _I't:\'ert.mg to
of these rights. However, as the matter .wa.q .la;l deprived it
difficulties 1 felt we had to say that if he t‘iid‘ hc: raught with
schools he ought to agree to the plan I had ‘:i’tn free Church
Bishop of Mazara del Vallo, that the Prm'r'ed:'!;r:'legg;;t?: :i': .
udi and

i



he should set up @ joint committee to regulate the curriculum so
that the education given to the children “:ould be related to that
in the State and parified schools. Und_er this gomgromise it ought
to be possible to find a way out of @ difficult situation.

‘The Cardinal expressed concern for the children and parents
owing to the fact that the schools were not opet, and he was
grat’ef'ul for the great efforts of the Military Government to
remedy this situa tion.

There has been an influx of new officers arriving from
Tizi Ouzou in North Africa to form a part of Armistice
Control Commission with which Military Government is to be
merged. As a consequence period of chaotic uncertainty is

developing. 2
Colontoni has had a fright. While sleeping during dinner-time
at the wheel of the car outside our flat at Via Nicolo Garzili, at
st car stolen, he heard the door

the spot where we had our fir
quietly opened, and this woke him with a start, but before he
knew what he was doing he was struggling with a man who

drew a dagger on him. Car thieves here will stick at nothing

apparently. Later in the evening, just about ten-thirty, as Colon-

toni was driving the cook home, which he does every night, he
in the main street of Palermo, the Via

was stopped by bandits

Magqueda, not far from the Massimo Theatre, and made to dis-

mount; when an American truck approached with bright head-
into the protection of the side

lights, the thieves sprang back
street from which they had issued, and Colontoni had sufficient

presence of mind to drive away.

Sunday, 24th October 1943
or some time grappling with the

Lord Rennell has been away {
difficult situation on the Continent where our rapid advance has
raised many problems: and now he has taken over direct con-

trol of the Military Government in the forward—15th Army
Group—territory, leaving Sicily to the command of General
McSherry.

Whether Lord Rennell h
as there is considerable confusion here—
we shall miss his energetic leadership which
simple. Rennell has two outstanding qualities. The first is his
7S

as gone for good or not [ am not sure
2
but I hope he has not as

has made work so

ability to choose staff. This s B ool R T
one of the smallest bodies of t;gnh:;ﬁ e::; the H.Q. in Palermo is
task. Yet never have I met a staff of like UPON to carry out a big
among its higher elements, officers of Dﬁ:OPOrt_mm__it coR tains
indeed, cou 1d we find a Brains Trust at ;ltandmg ability. Here
were required, and 1 think it is becauge dfmc-)st any time if that
S0 muf:h has been accomplished by 50(} this high quality that
men l-tke our Reggie Harris; (Capta ew, I am thinking of
a professor of Yale University and trn) Mason Hammond,
Academy m'Rom.e, (Lieutenant-Comm ‘;ﬁ'tee of the American
another University Professor, (Colona; er) Southard, USN.
Chief Financial Officer, (Colonel) Che ) Grafftey Smith, the
Health, and (Colonel) Charles Spoffo r)(’l“e;].the head of Public
pleasant and very clear-sighted American "n-:s Chief of Staff, a
uarters is good—perhaps because Renn.ell'se:ti‘f;"l]t o
1as excluded

mediocrity to such a degree that
all that jockeyi
ying for position

- & 0 ' ] !
which one so often finds in bad organizations, is n
» 1S NOt 50 appar
ent.

Unfortur}ately, many of these people wil
Rennell in the 15th Army Group area ill now be forward with
Military Government H.Q. here, and we shall lose them in
Rennell’s iaetrnnd quality as a Com 1
chosen alstaﬂ,_hc reposes confidence in i’:‘la;der is that, having
no.quesuon 'ui ran‘k or “channels’ here H' _uf'thermore, there is
itisa quc:stmu of a direct approach b;?“:' 1s ready of access and
afe glie benfﬂ'al' or General McSherry een head of a division
whichever might be most readily acce): or the Chief of Staff,
there i.s bntl.l freedom and rapiditi_ D{;tf_ﬁlble. The result is that
Major Washburne is proving a grea tl;m]and de‘fiSiﬂn-
has takc_-n.nmclr of the text-book revisio ‘e‘ p at th‘xs time, and he
He has _]-mned‘nur little mess and is a i)le: work off my shoulders,
companion. If the Italians get any new sant and very intelligem
be in no small measure thanks to l—lim texntosks 2 Gull, dtavis

'I‘ 1 L I L Lg]]ll
o 1do

Monday, 25th October 1943
To-day a crisis _i“_ our educational work ¢
whole of our administration has been d - Came to a head. The
favours to the left nor right-——ami-cler.esllghed to give neither
state of intrigue which exists here mi;‘f"‘. s or clericals. In the
79 § 18 1o easy task. 1 have



the need for finding a new Dean for the F,
Jermo University and the choice is ve ﬂ(:;'ll_ty
cademically qualified, as well as Pogi iffie.
unexceptionable from our point of view, is Professor Fer:::}j'

| and so I must appoint him whether I like it or not. But he j
red rag to a bull so far as the Church is concerned be‘:ausels asa
| socialism and anti-clerical activities. But despite these Cf’m‘:;f his
tions, of which I was already aware, I have appointed F; r:er;._.

i

| Dean to-day.

th October 1943

from the Catholic Democrat Party (leq
was ushered in by Major Raffa and the by
about the appointment of Ferretti. I spoke frankly with th‘z Came
they proved very reasonable and accepted readily enoy IE and
view that I had little other alternative than to appoint Fg the
whose academical qualifications were outstanding, althou e;re“i:
said they deplored his judgement and his extreme big they
towards the Church. Having heard my explanation and €Thess
they said they were certain that the Cardinal would also f Views,
the correct and only (if regretta ble) action had been fakeneel that

been faced with
| of Philosophy of P
| cult. The only man a

Tuesday, 26
A deputation
Signor Aldisio)

Wednesday, 27th October 1943
There is a form of draining of an occupied country of m
aterial

resources which is perhaps not consciously carried out, by :
is nevertheless none the less undesirable. I do not belzevlt Which
is a good thing when the natives of a territory find it n e
to sell their jewellery to Allied officers in order to live e;essary
ately, as far as bulky articles are concerned, British tro()- ortun-
buy them as they are strictly limited to posting only VES une
parcels. But this does not seem to apply to our Allies— Ty small
rate, there are means of avoiding it—since Major 51.;81_‘:r atany
outside one of the local H.Q.s a complete Sicilian cart pa (;(Od N
ready for transport to America. I have also heard ufp C il
pictures and other works of art being sent home. parcelasof
More serious than this, for these articles, after all
obtained honestly, 18 downright pillage. Our Profcss;:rwére o
(than whom no-one could be more pro-Allied) complained ::::z

bitterly of the bad impression being made by soldiers, includi
3 S, ing
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officers, removing pictures and ornaments fro _ .
loccupied

furnished flats and houses in whicl :
He alsc-. oon:nplained to m;ﬂ;l:}:vg:-;yi:avﬁebeen billeted.
Llthough in view of Sicilian character much more excusable,
them, and !:hat-- was the removal from ; ; senc.uus question for
amalgamating it with the furniture of Uthat of its f“mitl.mesam;':.
ened a%l S Palermo, and furniture has ber flata. TTie has hap-
e\,-ery.(%n:ecnon. Professor Grasso quite seen ""“e_mﬂg_-about in
any Sn':lllan 'householder returning to ﬁn:;g!l-ﬂy pointed out that
three times its normal amount of furnitu his house possessed of
to swear that that was as he had alwa :el,‘wo.uld be almost sure
way here are the seeds of almost unlirn)irl:e:(;laﬁi 5 ﬁlmlshﬂd! Any-
eat army of lawyers of which this coun tr;'iasoon to keep e
ssessed, busy

for many a year.

Thursday, 28th October 1943
virgilio Titone is under consideration

U:}iveps:ty-—l:ke many other anti—faqci:t °}1; a chair in Palermo
oﬂ-lce,'an_d now we are doing what W;e c;uf f SAs banned from
commission of Rectors and their consultaj or hun: provided the -
up to the necessary standard. But lneall‘:}t§lC0nslder that he is

in.ES us, poor fellow, without intendin ile, what trouble he
lastingly aF the office to inquire of the rg to do so. He is ever-
of his published works which is now ‘?S“h of the examination
to see Aldc.) I{afﬂ‘a at seven in the muri‘;xl:] s f‘“d he has been
R-aﬁ'a s‘gram, for he finds it difficult enou ﬁl which goes against |
nine-thirty these days, as he has to be u 5} 'to get to the office at
dysentery which is much worse thar P lfﬂf the night with his
occurred the other morning when Titzn u“}lle. The last straw
was partwt:llarly harassed and I told Johg:et --'Othere.d me when 1
he ma.de himself scarce he would not get t}() .‘f‘cll him that unless |
took literally and went away aPlJarentﬁ' in :If; bind aIl!. This he
and as a result, as he could not sleep et il ; 'i]f utmost distress—
woke blgnu.ra Varisco up at five o’clock tog - 'lf_‘ R
hf{ had na't intended to harass me! Her feé)l!'-a} her to tell me that
this morning. Anyway he can rest satisfied LTgS ‘:\'cre murderous

» he will get the chair.

Friday, 29th October 1943
Astounded to read a proclamation by Li
& . Yy Lieutenant-Colonel



e

ta setting out a series of orders
| matters without having consulted me at all. Wa on
e mad with rage—this ruins allioun: ralh .:}3..
s he has blundered in without knowledge Oflthlet

Poletti in the Sicilia Libera
educationa
burne and I ar
goes through, 2
facts and abolish
although set Up in
directions.
To-night Washburne and I went to dinner with Professor
ondello—a change from the usual ,.0:;::

Mrs, Catinella at M .
which has done us both good. To sit at a decently laid table ;
is

_ such a change from the higgledy-piggled}- way we have to Jiv
The weather has become quite English now. lve,

fascist times, is a distinct advance in certaj
n

goth October 1943
ral McSherry, who has taken over ¢
om-

mand (Lord Rennell not being here) to order Charles Poleg;
(now chief officer for Region 1— Sicily) to rescind Article g ;i't_tl
esterday’s Sictlia Liberata, in which h;] 11:;

ha

proclamation in

abolished the Scuola Media. The General called a conferen,

B i, Licutenant-Colonel Chandler, who is now his Gk
§ of

staff, Washburne, and me. We had it out—a long, argum
tive but friendly conference, which went on till one-thirt o
would have lasted longer if the General had not Wﬂnte{l an_d
Junch! The upshot is that I have lent Washburne to Poletti h-ls
educational officer for Sicily in order to straighten uuas hiz
muddle. All this comes, however, of being so understaffed t[ the
now in a difficult position without Washburne. If Poletti h i
an educational director for the region, this could not ha 'ad e
pened. It is this shortage of persomtcl which makes e\-e\e, h_aP"
so extremely difficult at present, especially in matters (,r:': tthmhg-
' ecl

nical nature such as education.
Washburne is the most indefatigable worker I Ila;'c b

and he will do a big job in Sicily with Poletti. Culom?e.r met

who is an l‘X-Se‘rgeant-ma_jnr of the Italian r{}rm, W

as difficulty in calling him by his name ;;:.V, a

‘Il maggiore Washp!” As aresult he is z;ﬂéc-:jio::-

Saturday,
To-day asked Gene

driver,
Neapolitan, h
refers to him as
ately known to us as ' Wash'.
The town is getting more into a normal way of life.
For about ten days or so this hcadt]uarlcl;s has beer
82 1 thruwn

ed the ‘Scuola Media’, a type of school which

——— = Sl

into complete chaos by the arrival 4
at of wh :
sice Control Commission and its perso ::; ;713318 itself the Armis-
Government is in the saddle or whether this-' Whether Mllmu!y
Lord 9n1y knm‘vs. The outcome in most bran :‘V Institution, the
ment is that high ranking officers—both B ic'e; of the govern-
. _ F&= Tit o
__have arrived .and taken over the lead in 18 and Ameérican
department. This has produced a moral coll each division and
have work;:d long hours with untiring e n:Pse. Officers who
one day tbeyrdfvere heads of their own Sho:: find that where
pecome subordinates—sometimes at a ve » they suddenly
than deputy or assistant deputy. I can thgkmuch lower level
demorallzmg'than to ask a man who from the ti of nothing more
radu:‘tlly built an administration from the ime we landed has
found ';t, to clear out of his office and from hi :;illns in which he
clerks oﬂi(:.e_ Yet that is what has i ds esk, and sit in the
who was director of labour in New Y cl:l-{ne here. Dave Morse,
g o it , OF § :
lmporta?t,I a Captain, and who has worked out omething equally
blems of the country and drafted new rates ﬁall the labour pro-
fifth down ll]l the chain of command in what ‘: l'l}:ls himself about
result is craz as hi
The res ni: this crazy state of affairs is 1s own office.
Government nf.hcers who have been su s is that the Military
ceased to function, for they can no lane:steded have practically
51035. Thleu; sluu €SSOr's are so C"“‘Pletelg ig:;ke their own deci-
a . . 3 ra
beledne > f—lllej do not make any decisions eitl WO -
th‘e goml;_i;j 0\’ ‘lf:nncll which is connected with 1;:!'. As a result of
of the old [ Ilﬁltar}'.(_:0\'81‘11"1{:!‘11 order, and the passing away
new Contr;zl Commission phase, there };a n l the arrival of this
in that fast, speedy 2 s almost be
down in th fast, speedy, and efficient w st been a break-
characteristic of this Military ("“\'crn. work which was so
2 vy - - ment,
\(gneBS} l-nptrlnn of these conditions is the si y
ari—the mai 5 : Size o
8 ;a g l‘u main headquarters of the Gov f the queues at
used to be difficult to get in and out because of fmlnent. Here it
controlled by the picturesque carabinieri j t‘e-lmes of people
To-day you hardly see anybody about Tln in their cocked hats
o y -.--,“, 3 = \ 5 ‘('Sit‘.' ™ .
est man \\.llu ever lived, and he is no fool t ilian is the shrewd-
views which lead to nothing. L to hang about for inter:
Another symptom is that officers of the Mil;
can be seen visiting the cathedral g;nin Military Government
visiting Monreale and the Royal Pala & uP] Monte Pellegri
- n"( ell ¥
83 " generally

having‘



It is all done with a cynical sort of levity ang
; en have really been deeply hurt and injypeq
gaitety, bl.;: th;: ;ined. Furthermore, the effect on the o
by what a:t = gp one. They know they are resented, theye.
comers _1.8 nof them. have become even more aggressive fhan
fore many - would make them normally. It seemg 3

d::eirthﬂ::nli} ;dt:la::;glpushm should be considered as qualification,
pigy: that I |

s S an countries.

for administering ?::;g: away the Rennell régime which hyq
Hel’.e:kmg': s);,rong informal civilian touch about it, anq its
alwai:m :,}:t by a body of officers, many of them lligh-ranking
rell:la whether drawn from the regular army or not, tend to haye
i‘; 3‘1eir ranks an unduly larg(; proportion who think more of

- » rett_in thejo Qe =
%giri:ﬁafdiﬁefme is that A.M.G. officers, perhaps be.
w in number, lived close to the people anq

cause they were fe = ;

knew their problems. Whether the work. was; Hisrice, lega]’

education, or preservation of monuments, it was with civiliang
?

oo dealt all day long. It was not a military headquarters iy the
normal sense—civilians were everywhere, and the o f{if:ers behing
the desks were in a large mf:asure civilians in uml.orm. As 3
result after duty the officers disappeared from a hurried meg]
the mess and interwove their way .through the life of the People.

- fre thibte hardly anything 'that went on that wag not

known by more than one divisiol_l' e abuses, ang

there have been abuses, but it is better-‘——‘ln Sicily at any rate
where an intimate knowledge of a very _d‘ﬂ“‘"]t people is neces.
sary for good & overnment—than what is taku?g 1ts place. Hepe
we have a new type, used to mess, to _regulatmns, to channe]s,
with an aloofness from the people which means that they wil]
remain in ignorance of what is wan‘ted or what .thcy have to do.
They live in Sicily but know nothmg: of the Sicilian—noy will
they ever. They are the type who believe that niggers begin at
Calais.

In my own office I have not such an acute problem. Here a5 the
represenrative of the Control ('m‘mmssmn‘ for Education, there
has arrived Lieutenant-Colonel T. V. Smith, an American ex.
Congressman. He came as a shock \\'l:('n. he flowed into my office
some days ago with the general flood of *Commissionites’—pyy

84

sight-seeing tour.

we 500N adjusted our position, largely thanks to the « arming
alities of T. V. and .to-t}_le.fact that like myself, he xsnota'mgn-
Jar soldier and ‘f_hereiore 1s not concerned with a prolongation of
cervice, and ultimate ranks and pensions. From the beginning he
has insisted—in his modesty —that he is not able to do the work
[ have got through and he Imll not take over my appointment
from me. FDI’_ my ps.nrt I'am indeed reluctant to be turned out in
his Way; having built up the beginnings of a new Italian educa-
rional régime, but on the other hand I cannot injure Smith if the
:ob is really his. But in that case I prefer to go home—as it is a
reat Joss of face which I cannot endure in this country where face
counts for sO much. We both saw General Julius Holmes, General
McSherry, and General Joyce, the latter the head of the new
Armistice Contro! (?ommission which is taking over A.M.G.,
and they were satisfied with a long account of the work which I
put before then_: and T.‘ V. showed himself in complete support,
and very sportingly said that he was quite willing to work as
my deputy; alti?ougl'u the intention was that he, in common with
a1l the new arrivals, should take over from their A.M.G. oppo-
site numbers. N({ decifeion was made by the generals and so we
play at 2 sort of comic opera division of responsibility in our
office. T. V. and [ sit together in the office, and if something
applies to Arm:‘st:ce Cor‘utml Commission conditions, he deals
with it as the Director of Education, and if it is about education
arising from the universities and the Provveditori I deal with it
as the Educational Adviser. But how long this chaotic condition
can continue I do not know. If there are conferences called at
headquarters nowadays they are usually called by the new arri-
vals, who have created a wonderful genealogic;tl tree of hier-
archs so that no-one can speak to anyone else unless he has the
appropriate rank, and Smith goes there to them—because my
office is not recognized any longer by them. 1
Thus we have a queer sityation. The country is being run by a
Military Government, most of whose officers have now lost
interest in the work, and there is an Armistice Control Commis-
sion slapped on the top of it, which is not yet a functioning organ-
jzation—for the Italian Government is not yet functioning—but
these new organizations are trying to run the Military Govern-
ment of which they know nothing and seem to care less.
85



er his excellent work for Fine Art
f superseded, like almost eve,-y(m:;nd
se,

Mason Hammond, aft
oncerned are charming fellows lik
Ike

finds himsel

Monuments,
But here, as the officials ¢

Baillie Reynolds and (Major Theodore) Sizer, 1 d

roblems of adjustmen; tl‘la;: ‘:}?t

e

( Major)
¢hink there will be any greater p
problem Smith and I have.
Anyway, for my part I only hope the awkward situati
tween Smith and myself will be solved. One man alone 1on be-
does not seem 10 have been disturbed by these l'evohl SO fa,
changes of recent times, and that is Reggie Harris w}‘:lo‘}’lm‘y
charge of Property Control. » WRO 15/ in

415t October 1943
mmission is evidently intent upon militariz;

ent with a vengeance. A ridiculous ordzlz;ng
I hag

forbids anyone to talk to
A anyone els
- € two

Sunday,
The Control Co

Military Governm
been issued which
ranks or more higher!

Was there ever anything sO unbelievable before ? Thi
that if the chief of staff, who is one rank higher thil-]“] | 5 h,le&ns
available I cannot g0 in and see the General no m’am, 1S not
pressing the business. While the Fine Arts Adviser atter how
equal status by function, but lower in military e @ who is of
to aﬂ_"orle! v » Cannot talk
’ Among the other nonsenses is the order to write all ¢
m_sextuplicate on a size of paper far larger than ﬂuur letters
M;limry Government notepaper of which we have a | ‘¢ printed
tity already printed. I shall ignore the order zzmda él‘ge s

-onsequences. [t seems to me (~:i7:ii[2’;|lrt;)ld
lat

paper whatever the ¢
such folly and waste should be permitted.

Monday, 15t November 1943
Washburne with his usual directness and fearless t
a s [‘ead ha
8

solved dTe problems for T. V. and myself, He

marched into General McSherry’s office and ;l‘sk(' i ,I R <

t'he problel'll. “:it}] the result I am to continue in n(l}i(-")m o -

Edmu:: :o‘::,:;eé‘[:; u]\:’(f;lllttar): (im'enrnn-nt territory and ‘i)::;cff oy

: .:a-rmury: \:\ e are both glad to know 'ur -
s ’ I think Colonel Smith more than | e

G / ;
eneral McSherry ordered W ashburne to go and
£ id see the
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