after his excellent worlk for Fine Arts gy,
Monuments, finds himself superseded, like almost everyone e'ls;]
But here, as the officials concemgd are charming fellows lik‘
(Major) Baillie Reynolds and (Major Theodor_e) Sizer, I do noe
think there will be any greater problems of adjustment than th:

problem Smith and I have.
Anyway, for my part I only hope the awkward situation pe.
tween Smith and myself will be solved. One man alone, so f:
does not seem to have been disturbed by these revolu ti()n::\
changes of recent rimes, and that is Reggie Harris, who jg -ii

charge of Property Control.

Mason Hammond,

Sunday, 815t October 19438
on is evidently intent upon militarizj,
g

The Control Commissi
Military Government with a vengeance. A ridiculous order |
been issued which forbids anyone to talk to anyone else t\:s
ranks or more higher! o
Was there ever anything so unbelievable before ? This me
that if the chief of staff, who is one rank higher than I am, is 6,
available I cannot go in and see the General no "‘attg;,- ‘hnot
pressing the business. While the Fine Arts Adviser, who i ow
equal status by function, but lower in military rank, cannot S of
to anyone! talk
Among the other nonsenses is the order to write all our lett
of paper far larger than the Printee':

in sextuplicate on a size

Military Government notepaper of which we have a large

: ’ - uan-

tity already printed. I shall ignore the order and ll‘ie-()ll?‘ a?
i old

r whatever the consequences. [t seems to me criminal th
: that

pape
hould be permitted.

such folly and waste s

Monday, 15t November 1943
Washburne with his usual directness and fearless tread |
£ 1as

solved the problems for T. V. and myself, He, appare
marched into General McSherry’s office and asked him ;o %2l
the problem, with the result I am to continue in office as FZOlve
tional Adviser in Military Government territory and I)i.reil: Ut‘a—‘
Education in Control territory. We are both qu'd to know t:u 4
we stand, and I think Colonel Smith more than L. g

General McSherry ordered Washburne to go and see the
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adoglio government (a thi : R o
3;];5 to w_ork out a commu;ﬁ ;Jnafesbga;gltatmg—;m* fm‘
Media question, for Poletti’s decree has now pug .0_n. this Sﬂwfa
position——we have the Scuola Media abolished us ;‘ ?-dlﬁmﬂt
much alive under McCaffrey in Calabria, and the Iml' mly: very
credited with being in support of its continued ta ian Minister

[ have told Washburne what 1 think Weex;:tm a.lso,
put he has 2 good enough idea himself, and he \:-;ljl;id aim at—
as ssible for Brindisi. I want him also to see ;‘orflave as soon
Bari on his way there, as I am not so sure that Rennell at
pave an edt_lcatmnal organization well forward we should not
Army to deal with problems in the earlier phas with the 15th
Late this afternoon, in company with Sip oes.v ,
husband, 1 called on Avvocato Capelli whf?‘als‘a arisco and her
fust on the eastern outskirts of Palermo andan orange 'gr:ove
further afield. The Avvocato kept s ’th beam)ther a little
and expected me to eat them by the dogzene Est from his trees
reen they were sweet, of such a quality o h"e";_ when fairly
2,000 trees—but the fl'L.lit. like the lemons, has 1‘!8 ﬂmlt. He had
doing more than rot on the ground, as “e'lt'her ittle prospect of
cases nor 18 there transport to send them toﬁ there packing
they are SO badly needed. A pity, too, beca gland_..w;.,em
doubt that Sicilian oranges and lemons z’u‘e ab::se there 1s'httle
world. Here in Sicily I have learnt how to st ‘:lth:a;blest mt;he
orange with a

knife.

Tuesday, end November 1943
[ am told this morning that on the Italian radi

Palermo our department was praised for th 3}10 oMdeagt o

putting in on Italian education. e hard work we are
Several days ago I saw a lon L3 _

on our work in the .~\nwri('amg ?I‘;it:i":;r(vmther highly coloured)

Stripes. y paper The Stars and
Aldo the waiter came flying in while we w :

the car was being stolen. I ran to the balmne-mfal dinner to say

saw in the darkness what 1 thought was lh_"ﬂ(: the house, and

thief, and Ffired with my automatic. 1 did ;: i\!llg figure of the

believe that the effect of the shot will mak ‘:‘! ,}:.l a:.\,\'onc_-but |

that particular corner of the street and llwtmr.; ;}ueves respect

87 v oT oo



;- m ) same hing here of this war as I heard so fre quently
in Frenc Flanders in the winter of 1959-40 C.once.ming thie lase
w i;amgly the correctness of the German Army in occupa i
N nd here that despite the fact (A2 the Germans were allics
there was hardly any more contact between the German Army
and the Italian civilians, than there was in the last war between
them and the French. The Germans may, because of their discip-
Jine, make themselves respected, but they do not make them.
selves beloved of the civilian population.

: November 1943

W;ld:fchdz’asr:dagreemem with Poletti at long last on an exacy
definition of powers betwveen our department and the regiona]
administration. I have gained all that I :Nflnted' namely the
appointment of all professor:st rectors, presidi or deans of facy].
ties, the publication and revision of text-books fmd the form the
schools are to take. I hope that we shall be left in peace to carry
out this great task of rebuilding. anc'i reform—but I am beip
much vexed by internal pin-pricking mn the remodelled adminjs.
¢ration which seems much less aware of the urgency of eradicat.
ing fascism than was that of Rennell anc.l McSherry.

Anyway, We have had no order against fraternization. It js 5
good thing, frst, because it would have been impracticable to
have carried it out: secondly because the people are altogether
too friendly to be treated as entirely (_memies: and thirdly, with-
out large civilian staffs, owing to the inadequate provision made
for military government, We¢ could not carry on the workj ng of
this headquarters at all.

Thursday, +th November 1943
This is the Italian Armistice anniversary of the last war anq
to-day Catania University reopened. Lieutenant-Colonel T, v

Smith who is Professor of Chicago University, left to read a
speech of his own and also carry my greetings. He flew there
to-day.

who is in our little mess, told a story to-

(Captain) Maxse,
night which sums up the feeling:sof many soldiers here now. It g

of a British Tommy writing home from Bethlehem in thetiat

war:
«*Ere oi am in Bethlehem wh _ "
Chroist oi was in ‘ackney whem?“i};rg;i \':'as born; oi wish to
Fheve ben borhered recently by an Tlo-Armeri
(whoWe2 born and bred, and schooled in Palcnm:n SHicstwiofan
favours for his relatives here who are schoolm ) trying to get
think that any officer should hold an doria asters. I do not
gration who has relatives or business interests in ttl?i‘stcl:u::minis-
Ty.
Friday, 3 th November 1943
Meeting of the Executive Counci .
did well—-ruthlessl-y crushing ce r‘t;;:] t:t;iac};m(;f“er:l McSherry
ward with nonse'ns:cal suggestions of what we S; Wk? came for-
paving no experience of Italian conditions, natu ;’;u do=thes
estions which we had long ago tried a.r’ld fi rally offered sug-
constant break in continuity is a pveat pit our.xd useless. This
qlways going over old ground. Yy as it means we are
To my surprise (Captain A.) Vesse -
to-day. I had heard he had left O)cho::l?c:zt ;V;l:\ed Eto my -oﬂice
to join me. [ am ‘sending him to Calabria andeL Ought it was
over the job oi: Director of Education there and ucania to take
the size of the job, that he will do it extremelm 11 know, despite
The food in our mess is dropping off. Thg ;vell..
the cook is getting lazy and we are all too E::q:l::ur own—
=) supervise

her.
second-Lieutenant H. T, Coker arrived

Saturday, 6th November 1943
Had a visit from the Bishop of Ma
. Mazara del Vallo and :
gave him

rmission to open his church schools officially and
speech for the opening. Afterwards visited }t!m-‘l \\‘n.:te? gt
with him and had lunch there: the Bish(;r‘ th I]{c Jesuit College
lege, and I; an old lay brother, who had a \':hiti ‘-"i:;‘)!‘ nf. the Col-
his neck, served. The latter reminded me of ﬂ“‘-’-“ C‘f‘t‘-h.lefround
Monk am 1" The Bishop was very merry, He “? hm-]g LT
ik he-rest of Ttaly and the P'upc kn_n-w th\\ ants a broadcast
opening under the Allied Military (;overmneal:t 5‘11“:;7:5;““3?&
2 i try to

arrange this for him.
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On coming out of the college, Antonio Colontoni, m
Italian sergeant-major driver, was weeping at the car. An{, exe
ex-Italian soldier who had just passed and who knew him btfler
also from Naples, told him that his father, mother, SiStér ein
brother were all killed in the bombardment: and besides i.n’ l:.n.d

ved his father’s forty-ei gh; lo:rielr
es,

retreat, the Germans had remo
I sent him home. The Bishop gave him his blessing. 1
Not

know which affected him most, the loss of his relatives or the |
of the lorries! [Many months later this story was found ¢ 0;:
6]

untrue. | .

Si}nday, 7th November 1943
Took a couple of hours off and visited Avvocato Capellj i
orange grove, but it rained most of the time. He loaded n, at !ué
vegetables for the mess—the generosity of the Sicilian seee With
know no limits. ms to

From Wednesday, Sherwood comes on to my staff full ¢;

up till now he has been working partly with me and Ime—
with (Lieurenant—ColoneI) Purgold, who has taken ove partly
him. r from
Here milk is not normally fed to the children, beip
sidered by many unwholesome. What milk there is ig bg .
around in the early hours of the morning inside thct rough
milked from her at the doors. Cow, ang
The Sicilian is charmingly uninhibited. Recently I wag ;
long conference with some distinguished academicians “'as In a
equally important official arrived, but unconnected Witi; t:?;" an
al‘ty

engaged with me in my office. Instead of being left in th
€ ante-

rooms, he was, because of his importance, shown int :
Sherwood’s large and palatial room. Growing tired OfO,M.a‘] s
despite the comfort of the deep arm-chair, in full s ]“alnng.
whole office, he got up and looked through the kc{’llil]; :J s

' v 0 see

how my conference was getting along!

Monday, 8th November 1943
[ hear reports of the good work being done by many C
o 'A_

officers scattered about the provinces of Sicil

3E p v; Hare

heiria, (Major C. C.) Neslen, (Major E. B.) J(‘]lllwickr? (?:p?a}g;
1 ain

Lacy, and many more, British and American alike.
90

[ﬂe.? and Illuseum)
llbﬂ - t i.s a g].eat pit}r
d other specimens all broken and

misplac
order 38

pad relat

.to Palermo

November 1943
The Rector of the University (Baviera), Professor Catinella, ¥

fessor Guarneri, and several other deans and professors took
er the university to-day to look into the condition of the

the latter having been very badly knocked
to see a museum in the condition of

1ays oth

eological an
possible to get it into

-s OHE"" i
so that it may never be

ed,

ain.

een having much trouble recently over the son of
the Prefect of Palermo, which is likely to develop
eween us. Although I have no wish that sucha
[ can do no other than I am doing. His
in Sardinia, and before

[ have b
E. Musotto
jons be

hould arise,
ofessor of Sassari University
the Italian Government had approved of his transfer

University, to take over the chair of Criminal Pro-|,
1 expert on the German penal code, having '~

he is a1
But to-day conditions

ure, as £ . .
studied some time at Munich University.
have changed: it is not an expert knowledge of German penal

rocedure which must be considered a qualification for a legal
chair in 2n [talian University. I have therefore not been able to
allow the transfer to take place on those grounds, and have
caused, [ fear, much disappointment in many quarters as a
result.
Wednesday, 10th November 1943

A certain 1'*,1.1g1|sh uﬂu?'er appears to be interested in keeping
alive the sraditional English type in these parts. As the governor
of an interior tOWn he was sitting one day in the mayor’s chair in
the local town hall, u;ll_v flicking the flies away with a horse-tail

) outside was rioting owing to the shortage of

while the towI
Ultimately the cry of ‘Pane, pane’ reached him in the

pread.
uiet of his office. At the same time his chief of the carabiniers
rushed in from the gate to say that the mob was about to
purn the Town Hall down if he did not give them bread
immediately.
With one more flick, the otficer replied:
'Go and tell the vulgar rabble that I will not be intimidated.”
On hearing this astonishing reply the rioters looked at each
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ia Nicolo Garzili seems to have been less fre-

other, shrugged their shoulders, and dispe::sedl While the offie, 'y of the V.
went on Wg.aﬂd_. heping ‘that the supplies of grain “’Oul:]ﬁm aumg:;‘; these ban it Shan oI
through before the Town Hall was really burnt down. get quen
i Ne ois saturda y5th November 1943
Thursday, 1174 'WMW. 1945 oday [ had a stern interview with a university profes
o-nig tGeneral Eisenhower b::;dca%\f that _Al‘njlisti(:e ot .'fvas a gquadrist (that is, a Marcher on Rome) guF: pret:::e_d
trol Commission takes fwer from to-day. WWe tl_nnk itisa great Igﬁ he had to be one. He was surprised when I produced a letter
mistake a3 .t}fe Badoglio Government i§ 1ot In 2 position ¢, {his dated the grd of September 1939 in which he boasted of his
. vemqapd it is premature. Boitidn ! E‘,scis n and used that as @ plea for promotion. He pleaded his
T“'"d;i’t’ ?n e ra niwsth:;:;:‘opm?l ;:adm Palermo v, family [ pointed out that it was because there were people like
a broadcast of my MesSa&e 0 SEhofeNEmary deliy unily 1 and Germany that mill ;
the opening of his schools. ‘ allo on him mh:::ly y illions had died. He left shaken
Yesterday Vesselo and I took |ll--r:he usual stomach troyh] and white:
He is still ill, on a camp bed in our sitting-room. es, st 14th November 1943
more t ife % '
ore to life, and I should thip) To-day went to Mondello,_a resort near Palermo, to have tea
and Mrs. Catinella. (1 have appointed Professor

ng more and

hops are open a ain, in s essor
.~ (‘ a
g L] me deg]“ee C 'th P]‘Of SSO

Chtil’ ella Professor of Comparative Law in the University of
I took with me Major Sherwood and Captain Vesselo
from the humdrum life of work, baci

The town is comi
that now about half the s

another.
is a little warmer, but [ am wearin
aring: a coat he.
Palermo:
pleasant change

The weather
cause of the fever. [ am down to two shirts and five pairs of
__so someone has been stealing my kit. § Of socks [t was 4

iy food, with resultant fevers, and dysentery, from which we are

Friday, 12th November 1943 lways suffering- A ol
dle and dirty that ou Salvatore Catinella is indispensable to us. He is a trained

. ’ I' mMes:s i o - SR ;

s has got Jawyer and now I r(’fC?.‘sO]" of the L'fll\-crsut_\'. and one of the few
tudied English and American legal systems, and he has

into the state the old mess was in,
that we can choose our own dining companions. So I have } red
d she is weeping. But I f een worked, an
¢ ear s . B -~ - wlf
he will not jm. of the Military Government administration, but the well-bein
rsities and the educational system gt‘nr:ralh'—bti

severe with her an
of the unive
oncerned with the universities—the schools falling

t Aldo Raffa and some of the others th; k
in

prove as she knows tha
I am severe. | will send Signora Varisco to deal with her ol
Our civilian office staff has increased consi i he is mainiy ©
£ TEAS onsiderably 1 Esmags
p : : v lately - T >
sides Signora Varisco and Professor Catinella we it t:ly. be- mainly mto the hands of Washburne and Albeggiani, the Prov-
tionist ( Rosetta) and two typists. recep- veditore: y
Some negro policemen on il controt near 4 To-night. at the theatre, the Sicilian separatists ma e
cafiantiv el A lla affi and [ were Mg dl-(i\ the Politeamga demonstratinn and threw leaflets from the gallery ;l-iat q de a
e . » B e |- o . » COnce
Lancia, began to be very abusive to Gt en l'mme in my ended with Verdi's Sicilian Vespers®, which it seems tlh”t
there were Allied officers in the back, and ther m;m they saw foolish for he Allies to have allowed. The massacre : ‘ e ‘:f “;c
’ s 1ys . . .y o 5 - & - — .
tune. Aldo was particularly indignant—and | d] Changed their French garrisons in Sicily is bound to be a symbol “1‘“_ E3s 31‘1 ; -
. g p é . §y ¥ X . “VOIL
it what Jtalian civilians must be suffering “m distressed to month or tWo [ think it is quite possible to have political trx bl;‘
- 2 sometimes ) unle.
1hese.negroes. Thtf auth.onry goes to their heads. from ' :
It is now some time since [ fired at the car thief or thi Monday, lﬁtk-:\m.wn(w- 1943
thieves, and To-day W ashbume returned from Italy having 1
| wen
93 , o
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N ——

I

. _ 5o . He had a] :
o th the Badoglio Government e Dey
B ;t: 1 1d Reggio. He had not done so well on hig y!
t? Nap;&‘-:- that "was not his fault. He ha:d found General Joyce,
sion—btt ou head of the Allied Armistice Control Commission'
American, 1 however, that I hag bee';;

2 4 . I must say,
pe particularly trymg. ; 3
:roeateg differently by him. He found Lieutenant-Genera) Mago

teous and Lord Rennell was equally frienq) i
Mjc:::f::; }f;): 1;0 lunch. He said he owed me a letter. %
an

of any real understanding of English in Sicily

among the educated classes is most marked, and it is 3 defect
which we should do our best to remedy as soon as Possible__
otherwise they are bound to fall back upon French and Gerpyg,
Jiterature entirely. Had there been no tourist traffic and retypqq
emigrants from U.S.A. I doubt if anyone w:ould speak Engligh at
all. There is little doubt that they are entirely cut off from g,
world of English thought. A good example of this was proyije
to-day. I received a polite letter from the Bishop of Mazarq del
Vallo in which he did me the quite unnecessary courtesy of
thanking me for what little I have done here connected with hig

schools, and invited me to visit his schools. Here it is Written i,

Tw.fdayl 16
The great lack

flowing Italian:
Mazara 13 Novembre 1948

[lustrissimo Signor Colonnello,
L’'opera sapientemente volitiva svolta dalla S. S, IlIm, o

Jalto riconoscimento del diritto innato alla Chiesa Cattolica di
|| poter aprire le sue scuole confessionali, é per me un argomente
indiscutibilie di profonda gratitudine.

La facoltd concessa alla Chiesa Cattolica di esercitare lbag
mente il diritto di fondare in Italia le sue scuole secondo Je sacky)
santi e divine sue leggi, ridonda a sommo onore del Governg
Alleato e della S. S. Illma che degnamente lo rappresenta.

A Lei Ilimo Sig. Colonnello, vada la mia personale ricone.
scenza sia per i lusinghieri documenti rilasciati per la fondazione
della Scuola Parrocchiale Confessionale, sia per tutte quelle
espressioni di simpatia esternate nei vari cordiali colloqui e nella
tanto per me onorifica sua visita alle Scuole Cattoliche di

Mazara.
94

Come Vescovo, come ciod rappresentante della Chiesa Catto-
lica, tengo @ c'hchmrare che la liberta concessa alla Chiesa, nel
campo Scolastico, dal Goy’erno Alleato appaga finalmente le
Jnsiose-aspettative di r.nolt: e molti anni di innaturali coercizioni W
dei Cattolici, che percid ne sono sommamente lieto e immensa-

mente gRaRa i, = \

Colgo propizia l'occasione per ossequiarLa distintamente.
[llustrissimo Signore |
sig. T. Col. GR. Gayre,

Educational Adviser,
A.M.G.O.T., Palermo.

The Bishop with his usual foresight and courtesy, had appar-
ently asked someone to get the letter translated into English in
order to save me the trouble of reading the original and the per-
son who pretended_ to tl}is linguistic ability produced the follow-
ing funny but trag::c eﬂort,. if we bear in mind that a lmowledge
of our language is essential to the political progress of this
country:

Mazara del Vallo,
13th N
Dearest Sir T. Colonnell, GR. Gayre, o e

The all Your work for to recognized of the inborn straight the
Catholic Church from open the She Confessionals Schools and 1
not can write me at Your the my grateful deep. The Your order
for give me the liberty for open the She School in Italy, for
according the She God laws, from all the Honour by the A.llied
Government, and of the Your Dearest who wtf)l‘thjiﬂg to
represel'lt.

At Your, Dearest Sir T. Colonnel, the my recognized for all
Your maker from give at me the documents for open in this City
of Mazara del Vallo, the Confessionals Schools, and for all the
Your Friendship and the Honoriphic Your Visit at the Mazara
del Vallo Catholic School.

How Hepischoper, that is to representing the Catholic Church
| say at Your that the liberty granted at the Church, in th;
schoolastic field by the Allied Government, performs at last the
aspectatives anxiouses of all and all very much year’s of the all
italians Catholic’s, who therefore am all please-d's and Thank-
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sir T. Colonnel, and Allieq ¢
with all me heart. o Govery,

VEI‘Y t]'llly Yours

I send at Your

ful’s huges.
Your very much

ment, thank

. How horrified the Bishop really would be if he knew th;
[ that had been provided with the aid of 5 djls Wag

the translation ‘ 5
ary and no knowledge of the 1anguage, by some zealous pepe
However, as he has a good sense of humour, he would l{:‘;sEn.

ably

enjoy the joke much as we have done in the office to-da
Vesselo has gone tO Matera to open up the work of I.;’_.
of Education for Southern Italy (Region I1). irectoy

November 1943

To-day a letter from Lord Rennell.
have created a panic in certain Sicilian
quar~

Sherwood and 1
hat was intended for good-humoured mjg b
Chief

ters by a piece of w
recently. We rather implied that Greece was to have restoreg
>-ored to

it the Island of Sicily—based upon racial claims going b
pre-Christian times. The story was no doubt repeated as ack to
but it soon became a whispered ‘secret” on the “highest anOke’
ity . Apparently the Sicilians have no wish to have any ( ft!“’r‘
with the Greeks—they even prefer the Italians! Y dealingg

Wednesday, 17tk

Thursday, 18th November 1945
There is trouble in Baucina. The local Civil Affairs Officey )
. Er las

ordered them to clean the streets. No order has so ups
inhabitants before. ) upset the

Friday, 19th November 1943
To-night we had a turkey—an unexpected luxury, and
cooked with chestnuts. We had it cooked at the l’:X(i;'i'si e,
it would have been ruined. Mr. Nester joined us at (-HUI‘ s
the more I see of him, the more I like him. He is witty aﬂzer, and
his Italian and Sicilian from every angle. ¥ and knows

Saturday, 20th November 1943
Visited Mazara del Vallo to-day and I had an
: ] ey an excell
with the Bishop in his p-alace and went over the sclm; aelildt slunc.h
nary afterwards. The discipline and cleanliness of the Bishem'l-
96 op's

olars, and their good mann
- eminarists passed one in the ‘;’;:’_ezhe::azhey and the young

casing- The gm:rd Bishop wants u_’) tu‘ nl':?s': marked and
puseun and 1 think it would perform rn his palace into a
¢ is @ pity that the Provveditore does a very useful function:
pe is full of good works. not get on with him for

[t is a pretty town—situated rz ;
the first Sicilian cathedral towl;‘:ﬂt]ﬁztm;e St. Andrews—and is
rderly and clean. have seen quiet and
Professor Catinella begged me .
to Palermo in the d_ark_ gignomngta:i (;goo as it meant returning
equall}’ afraid and said she would die wllen’ Imy interpreter, was
car. 1 had 2 sword-stick and a pistol. Owin ordered her into the
have bfeen found as a result of the war, b thg L weapons which
safety is oW as bad as ever it was be;orye . e..mhabltants, public

afia. .I was told (and the local '::aral:uin-fl s"_'snl cleaned up the
firmed 1t) 'that we would probably be hel den on the way con-
and Parufuco by shots or hand-grenades b HP between Alcamo
car. In this part many of the houses alon lgsnng thf“ tyres of the
doned and ruinous, because of Mafia Ect.‘e_ l‘oa_dslde are aban-
these are used as lurking places for thes tvity in the past and
with my han_d on my pistol, and Colone;’ %“t‘tacks' I rode back
ck and recited verses all the way, but f‘ortT;:: Illad my sword-

= ely we were not

e}

sti
molested.
[ found Dr. Martino, Rector of Messi =,
to see me on urgent university business :adLme?l‘sity,
¢ill 11.80 p.m-, by which time I was \-'e, 'n' he did not 1
cmbarrasscd to find that instead of beiuar)f' tired. He sai
educational administration was directed 1‘ lgg as a conqueror our
of war and causing the resurgence of Ital‘c-) inding up the wounds
Professor Baviera, Rector of the Ll’d“ L‘ult}u"e_
arrived this morning to tell me that the u'l“lhl\'-.ers-u_\_' of Palermo,
fer the degree of Doctor upon the ('k’ne:l“ ersity wishes to con-
very flattering, but I shall have to ﬁndd and upon me—this is
authorities think of the matter. These out what the mili
degrees which this university will ha\-g:\:.:e tl‘t‘_f first honorary
N conferred.

Waiting
cave me
d he was

Sunday, 215t November 1943

The state of this country is drifting from b
6 5 1 bad to worse, Prices



Jevel. The fault lies in the fact that

have reached a terribly high
s never had the means or the wea-

the Military Government ha
pons to gov . that it has done as well as it has is

ern efficiently;
remarkable. If we had had less change at the top, better contro]
would have been maintained. Demaocracy is in danger of becom-
ing a laughing stock, having given the people far less than was
afforded by fascism. There is a rhyme going round Palermo—
“When we said Buon Giorno we had bread, now that we say
“Good-bye " we starve.’
To-day I gave university rector a tin one-third full of rea]
coffee, and he went away greatly delighted with it—so scarce are
equally scarce; as a con-

such commodities here. Cigarettes are
British and American cigarettes are the principal

sequence,
means of barter. If an Italian offers you a cigarette it is one that
has come from England or America through the Forces. At
Monreale, in the market, we saw American cigarettes, and other
military articles, on public sale.

le, Toby Moore, Aldo Raffa,

We have been to scé Monrea
Sherry, and I, because we had to look into a case of an alleged

schoolmaster who was nrganizhlg riots against the Military

Government and thought we might look at this famous cathedral
e. The church was closed but I called on the

at the same tim
adjoining and the Bishop kindly permitted us to

Episcopal palace

look over the church. Here ‘the mosaics are magnificent, and it
O * - ) = s

easy to see the different influences, Greek, Saracen, and Norman

in the styles.
On the way back, down the steep road which leads to Palermo

we passed one of the usual sights—an overladen bus broke
down on the way up the hill. The passengers, who were piled aII;
over it, including the roof, take a practical and intimate intere
in an affair of this sort—they do not stand around as we W,,ufst
tired, bored, and sulky, while a perspiring driver and condiictos
make good the damage. As many men as can possibly get ,’ 3
the wheel do, and they pull and they lug at it all togcd-lcr an ;e?r
the job is done. Whether it is done any faster than by uu;‘ dr" 4
and conductor I cannot say, but I rather doubt it, There arwer
many to give advice, and so many to get in each other’s wa\»e -
Il contrary ways, because every man has his own idea hand
But nevertheless, there is a displavl};-
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to pu
the job should be done.

on concern and common heart here which is unfortun tel
ately

commO™ F
ith us. From a purely mecharrical point of view our
-way

. 1t be best, but it does show a decided spiritual deficiency

Mondays gond November 1943
permiission has been granted to accept the h
onorary degree

e gniversity means to confer,
is not a thing one may d i
o which do
€s not create
an

There
ag'it.-;\tican, until Lht.e_v lear:n that the agitation will n
purpose; and then it all dies away as quickly as ita ot serve any
had such a trouble over the Chair of Albania rose, \'Ne have
there are Albanian C_ornmunilies, as there ElreI'li.nl-(l:ere- in Sicily
they are of great an.thuity. They have their own r 15‘11351311&, and
Greek T1té .amd owing to the interest of the Ca df-: igion of the
their oWn biShOp. In any normal country: the rdinal in them,
right t0 their own language in the schools a;‘:dWoulcl I'la.ve the
imiversity, but that is not the case here, wher a Chair in the
policy of falsctsm to repress them, Ct)nsc:]uentiyef: has been the
posed to give t}_wm these liberties, if there are: an],a:e been dis-
thgn'l—-—-afld finding there are, I have allowed the W E'mands for
of Albanian to be elevated to titular rank. Th tncartcato Chair ||
Cardinal party attacked then, although'thef-‘_ whole of the anti-
whatever 10 do with religious politics at aulSsue had nothing
thing is that some of them were the most pr f‘ And the. curious
__which just shows how topsy-turvy d;inp ofessed anti-fascists
way the Chair stands—and Petrotta is I-’mfgf can be here. Any-
tion have got their Chair of Psychology and ‘is:;:i'n?-:u;otgf opposi-
= are now

satisfied.
Tuesday, a3rd November 1943
To-day I should have left by ’plane for Brindisi wi
heads of sub-commissions. But although we wai dsl with -other
till nea‘rly two o'clock, the aeroplane never arr'ltve at tl.le airport
high winds which virtually close this air-grou ._11‘ ed owing to the
YO a3y P 3 - . ) = 1d.
Dysentery again—1I hope it does not preve :
morrow. nt me leavmg to-

”‘a’dm'.\'f!d_‘l'. 24th November 1948
[l all night, and with diffi
3 ‘[hl'llll\' able tc r
) » to dress and
S reach the

29



th, who has been in hospital with dysente

stport ds V. Smi
airpo. gave me some powder to take which I

and is only recently ouf,

will tide me over the flight.
o’clock for Brindisi. It was a bad flying day

Left to-day at nine : ;
and the aeroplane could not make the direct flight across the h;

and so we had to follow the coast; | ‘Lgh

; as

Calabrian mountains, 2 .
sick—but only very shghtly. Poletti was also not well anq
lad as [ was when the journey was over. as

T. V. Smith is the most indefatigable traveller I have ever p,
__he sat on the top of some luggage, took out his portable ¢ et
writer and wrote poetry while Poletti went white and heldy?ﬁ—

is

head in his hands, and I nursed my stomach.
Smith will remain at Brindisi and represent our Educatig,
1

Division with the I talian Government—and he will do it wel]
This afternoon all had a conference with General Joyce 'ﬂ
A=y e

head of the Armistice Control Commission, about our attityq

the Italian Ministers in the coming conference. €to
Poletti and I very merry and shared the same cramped

room in the hotel. Fortunately I brought some hard-boiled e;;;

and chocolate which we have found useful already.

Thursday, 25th November 1943
For the first time for months I have had a decent night’
ght's slee

of nine to ten hours, and I have had little work to do all day, fo
change. Poletti is as glad as [ am of this restful time. b=
To-day I was received with other heads of sub-commissiong of
the Allied Armistice Control Commission by Marshal Bado I.Of
head of the Italian Government. He struck me as \-'igoroqu};:o’
his Minister of Education was an old and weak man wh;[ -
been out of office for twenty years, and only had come back as]Eld
ex-deputy and as a patriot to serve his king and country Han
name is Cuomo. Colonel Smith and I have made him wo.—i; t-lls
after midnight—and such vigorous procedure certainly Was. g
pleasant for him. Italians are not used to hard work and spe;z];

action.
Friday, 26th November 1943
Gave my, report of meeting with the Educational Minister to

General Joyce.
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Fo-day an afnusing incident occurred. In our hotel here in
B rindiSi which 18 our headquarters, 1 was sitting in the sort of
pstairs Jounge which acted as our general office. There were
: newspapers here—English ones, The Times among them

d although they were very old I was reading them. The doo;'

ned opposite me—it led into General Joyce’s room, and he
o standing in the door\ivay looking at me. When 1 lo’oked up
from MY newspaper the' (:tjneral beckoned, and I went across to
see what he wanted. Was it something more to do with Wash-
purne’s visit, when he had eaten him up before he had a chance to
Gy word in his defence ? No, it was not. Addressing me, he
said, he could not make his fire burn (you have to be a Gen,eral
to be Tucky enough to get a fire in your room in this country)
and he told me to see to it for him! I suggested that the gr;_-
which was only smouldering was not being helped by the half
gree he had put on. Had he a bell? How did he get wood ? Wh
jooked after him? All th(_a-se things I asked—and finding a'bell :
servant of the hotel arrived, but the General knew no italiz:n
and so after some explanation on the part of the General u-’l
English, and on mine in bad Italian, because I become more un-
ammatical than ever in a crisis, I hope the General got his fir
lit. When [ was a Second-Lieutenant I had a batman and :
room, now that I ama Lieutenant-Colonel I have neither, and

pe pOIiSh R T shoes and buttons, and even help Generals
with the fires! -

Saturday, 27th November 1948
The weather is very bad so no American aircraft are leavin,
Brindisi. But Poletti and I must get back to Palermo, if at aigl
ssible, as we have so much work to do. Poletti ,arran ed
through his friend Belotti (or whatever his name is—the I;glal‘l
with the big black beard) for an Italian Regi i
g : aliz 1a Aeronautic
lane for us from Lecce. . ot
Thus, leaving the wet airfield of Brindisi we motored south to
Lecce, in Apulia, where, being in the only part of Italy not under
Military Government, the Italian flag ﬂics—lr{ing'.e Italy, al
though the King does not seem very popular here, by all 1(‘1:0L’mt.;
.y - s ¢ : g
What a different country is Apulia to Sicily and Calabria. Here
the land is more like Flanders—long straight roads bétwee
S, n
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olives and great stretches of fields, Passing thyq,
at cross-roads like S. Pietro, Vemotico,
puzzi; a Journey all told of about twenty Miles. 7y,
peasants, where we saw any, were quite distinet fe Y oftha
we saw in Sicily—long, low affairs, Without any O!T?Im a '€
colouring and pictorial scenes which distine: be
Such colour as there was, being of Very forma] €m there,
poorly done. These lowlands must once have heey r;a e ang
very malarious. » W not

At Lecce, instead of the usual utilitarigy, Amerjo
aeroplane with metal bucket S€ats and portheleg ) 10wt:;n_spol‘t
cannot look out with ease, we WEre provided wiy a b 3 One
passenger aeroplane normally used by Italiap genera] Cautify)
What a change to sit in an upholstered seat anq look :fﬁce,-_.s_
curtained window. But who would ha X mom‘]l;:;
0

ve thougllt si
that British and American officers would be ﬂving in a il

g =y Iree.

an ptlots, with the red w}ﬁt:e-

3 A e’

now’

engined plane, piloted by R. Itali
and green tricolour on the wings!
.\«.Ve took' off, not before the pilots had asked if we were s
willing to risk the flight.
Flying wes‘t\\-ard.s and to the south of these low Apuliay hillg
(the Murge 1 arantine) we reached the sea at about Gallipoli ang
flew past the island of S. Andrea, on which there is a IighﬂIOUse
The plainest island always seems romantic from the ajy. '
Thence we flew across the Gulf of Taranto, Tarantg and g
harbour being plainly seen to the north, so the pilot myg¢ haye
flown in a northerly arc, probably on account of the treachergy,
nature of the weather, in order that we should not be too far frop,
land. We passed a naval flotilla below—Royal Navy, | SUppose.
Reaching the western shore of the Gulf we flew southwards,
bumping up and down as we came abreast of every valley—ghe
bad weather approaching from the west. Ahead and on our star.
board the sky was dark and lowering. 1 was afraid [ might be
sick, as I have not been well for some time, but | Managed to
hold out.
The alternatives before the pilots were either to turn back o
else to attempt to cross the Calabrian mountains by ﬂying up the
valley of the River Crati and over the passes of the mountains, op
else to go further south and try to cross the mountaing at their
102

¢h of the Sila Calabrie, coming out on the Gulf of §.
1 ou

Jowesh 5 failing that, to go even further south and around the

i, OF landing if necessary at Catania.

, of Ttaly> er courses the pilots attempted. \?E’:"e
I:){ was tl'lf'.('-s;oz:;:::,l:t:licll looks very beautiful frorlr: ot??ta::;
assed "Yer es on the sea coast, and just _to the so?fh I s
ing 4816 . ass between the Gulf of Squillace, which we e:;g -
Ol the Gl o S i v pas?th;fn; the biack

b T in pencil of light and over ;
g:i:ht sky l;l:;a at ;11:epwere in the line of the pass, altlg::gl; :tt}l‘l:
clouds, and “rop’lane rocked and was buffeted heavily, One a
at s€d; the 3;’)ack to us to say that as the weather Was.1 dra;.;‘x wi
crew came it was madness to go on, but they would, i X

etting \-,,;grsed so to the great annoyance of Poletti arfd myself,
ordered It 21 back to Lecce where, the weather being worse

o hadhto t:‘:‘ started, the field was already flooded, and we
when

proke a flap- ent to the huge R. Aeronautica mess and had a sub-

w . indisi er
e Weal with our pilots and returned to Brmdls;. to Suf;m
stantial me d quips of our fellow-passengers from Palermo

. . aI] -
the Jeels

. indisi waiting for the weather to
g sed the day in Brindisi waiting
had laz'l;Y |p aj:ﬁiculw Poletti and I got back to our_bedmon; Znnc(il
clear- “hlt(; the ]ast- of Signora Varisco’s hard-boiled egg
we finishe

~olate.
my chocola

- 1943 i
28th Novenser 1 - ed last night) in
Sunday, 2 : 3rindisi (to which we returned last nig
s from Brindis
Left to-day

ican aeroplane. We passed Stromboli and the Ll]::‘le
an Americ ich 1 was glad to see, but 1 wondered that any
[slands-, whic lm-}l rugged mountain tops jutting 0}1‘: of the sea.
could live 011‘ she;-re in pre-fascist days prisoners lived at greai
Nevertl(;d?:;] on release, committed some crime to be sent bac!
ease and OTLEH,

: . is were
The fascist concentration camps on the islands :
there. Nt
5 ~asant.
ess, less ple Ensing -eral small towns
dOl(l)b'd tl’xe Calabrian mountains we passed several
ver

hich, by their names (such as St. Marco di Albanese) are
wihich, B) ‘
ian settlements. 1 ¢ ‘
Albm:l::;rwas awaiting me from England, \.mtl;l shogl ﬁhsh_
2 h I am very thankful, as none can be bought in Sicily.
for whic o



Letter from Professor Gi useppe Cocchiarg thankiy,
appointment as Professor of Social Aﬂthr‘Opolngy = g] me far;h_;-a
sity. I believe that he is going to make a very good le | Niver,
chair, and Palermo is in a fair way, with him, of bi: (l:!':;f thig

Ning

centre for anthropological studies. a
He wants to translate some of the Standard Engljgp,
ethnology and anthropolngy into Ttalian, and it i :'orkson

which should be supported—I taly has recently deyjy,
much both in science and law from Germany__.and itis
influence. 4 ma]ig‘n
Some of the greybeards here are rather shocked at the
ments which we have made, because there are sg :
Catinella, Cocchiara, Titone, Montalbano, an( Resﬁ{-o
whom are young—not over forty in the main, They belie’vau %
these youngsters ought not to be holding such in‘p""tante tha}
tions, but I have told them I believe in catching them yq,
and in any case, I do not want pasts, 1 want futures, if ‘3& ing—
see a rebirth of Italian culture and letters; as I am .::ta-rt;re i
will under the vigorous leadershi p of these young mep, 1
The prestige of Military Government is not being helpeq
the antics of some of the new arrivals, They have very muj Y
the ‘get together” spirit and so have started dances to \;hich tl] -
take questionable women., Recently at one of these aﬁ'air]ey
British senior officer took off his tunic in the middle of the ﬂ: 3
to an American over one of the women. Now it is al] round tl;):
town.

prﬂjec
ed fay !

Ppoing.

n“le

Monday, 29th November 1943
Two more officers (Major G. R. Koopman and Captain G
Geyer) have arrived to-day. I have now seven officers ang this;
additional help is of great assistance, although as there IS so
much work to do, I find it does not lessen the amount each of yg
has to do, as every new arrival breaks new ground. For example
T. V. Smith now acts as our liaison officer with the Italiar;
Government at Brindisi, Vesselo has gone to Calabria, and js
now at Matera with McCaffrey, and one of these new arrivalg |
shall send to Naples where our work is already behind-hand,
although thanks to the Fine Arts officer (Major Paul Gardner)
there, I have been kept informed of the position,
104

q';;;sd“f ’

November 1943 -
s?.f:eived another letter which has promoted me to the

is time from Professor Emanuele Oliveri, complain-

To-day
ranch of the Faculty of Science is being neglected.

e—th

: e : i ing
: that his reason to believe that this university is restored

ere 15 e‘;e;nd healthy condition when we get the reappearance
ol natm:aa] ies between the various sciences. He claims that six
of these TivaT to naturalistic and biological subjects, six to
chairs bel.onf; and only one to Physics and another to Chemistry.
nmti‘l"l"ﬁzsgat; give this some attention and see if we can restore
:hi:]ba]ance.
152 December 1948 oo
with Sherwood and Signora Varisco, on the invitation
Enchs t, [ went over the old Norman church in the square to
of the pne; r:lle Quattro Canti, in which there is the Municipio.
the eEfSt ? second time I have been there, the first being with
Tpif e “e-ho insisted that I must see it. And it is well worth a
Catmeuad“u h it has suffered some slight damage by bombing
visit: A.l 1mingtact —the worst damage being on the priest’s house
il {t ard. There are some old mosaics of the Monreale
o the’;;i:: (-ﬁurch is the centre of the Greek rite and the priest
typ&;umriqéd (and delighted) when at the lectern, opening the
was 2

Bible, I read him from Saint John’s Gospel:
1 ]

”redyu'.f o ay,

'Ev dpxj v 6 Adyos,
kat 6 Aoyos v wpos Tov Oedv,

xal Oeds v 6 Adyos
[In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God,
and the word was God, etc.’]

~ 1948
day, 2nd December 1 . |
Thﬁrzs glrimls the type of people who get into trouble with the

Military Government. In a near-by c-nuntry town we have had to
a priest in jail and there he will probably stay ?he vn:'hf)le
e th of his sentence of six months. Not content with hiding
gje:fma.n arms (which he no doubt intended to sell Ifltel‘, having
picked them up after the tide of battle rolled over lu_s town) l'mt
he must defraud the agricultural agency (Consorzio Agrario)

e #~Tun
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