| Letter from Professor Giuseppe Cocchiarg thankip, .
appointment as Professor of Social Anthropology in gh me fo his
sity. I believe that he is going to make 4 very good _!‘-’bU!_ii_\!_e'j-:-._
chair, and Palermo is in a fair way, with him, of BJ(.) of
centre for anthropological studies. Btommg_ a

He wants to translate some of the Standard Engijg, .
ethnology and anthropology into [talian, anq i I:s Worka;;On
which should be supported—I taly has recently del'i\r‘{:i TOJect
much both in science and law from German —and it jg . N
influence, A malig,,

Some of the greybeards here are rather shocked at the ;

| ments which we have made, because there are so mapp Olf‘t‘
Catinella, Cocchiara, Titone, Montalbano, anq Resﬁv;nl’ like
whom are young—not over forty in the main, They belie,van-()f

these youngsters ought not to be holding such importame th?t

tions, but I have told them I believe in catching thep, o Fors

and in any case, I do not want pasts, 1 want futures, if ‘:re lmg_'““‘
see a rebirth of Italian culture and letters; as I am Certa?re to

will under the vigorous leadershi p of these young mep, e

The prestige of Military Government is not being helped
the antics of some of the new arrivals. They have v;ry muc} J
the ‘get together” spirit and so have started dances to \;fhich t;] .
take questionable women. Recently at one of these affyiy. :
British senior officer took off his tunic in the middle of the ﬂ: 3
to an American over one of the women. Now it js al] round ﬂ:

town.

Monday, 29th November 1943
Two more officers (Major G. R. Koopman and Captain g
Geyer) have arrived to-day. I have now seven officers and thi;
additional help is of great assistance, although as there i S0
much work to do, I find it does not lessen the amount each of yg
has to do, as every new arrival breaks new ground. For example
T. V. Smith now acts as our liaison officer with the Italiar;
Government at Brindisi, Vesselo has gone to Calabria, ang is
now at Matera with McCaffrey, and one of these new arrivalg |
shall send to Naples where our work is already behind-hanq
although thanks to the Fine Arts officer (Major Paul Gardneri

there, I have been kept informed of the position.
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November 1943 : ’
Tuesda): sgégeived another letter which has promoted me to the

To-day this time from Professor Emanuele.()liv.eri, complain-
peel’“ge;i s branch of the Faculty of Scie.:nce is be}ng neglected.
ing that .er reason to believe that this university is restored

ere 15 e\; nd healthy condition when we get the reappearance
{o a natura T ies between the various sciences. He claims that six
of thes€ rivalr to naturalistic and biological subjects, six to
chairs bel'onig and only one to Physics and another to Chemistry.
nlat]‘lﬁ"}l:;lzat; give this some attention and see if we can restore

all h
:]fbalance-

cember 1948
W-"dﬂes{zay":iﬁlgfwrwood and Signora Varisco, on the invitation

To'da.y ) t, | went over the old Norman church in the square to
of the Pr'e::' t’he Quattro Canti, in which there is the Municipio.
the e‘fSt ;J second time I have been there, the first being with
Thi:” 8t ]e,ho insisted that I must see it. And it is well worth a
Catmelllal‘:)ugh it has suffered some slight damage by bombing
it A tll intact —the worst damage being on the priest’s house
jeismalt yt ard. There are some old mosaics of the Monreale
i ﬂle’[‘cgurcﬁurch is the centre of the Greek rite and the priest
type,surpﬁiséd (and delighted) when at the lectern, opening the

g'alfle [ read him from Saint John’s Gospel:
101€,

"Ev apxf 7v o A(;y?g-‘ \ )
kai 6 Aoyos v wpos Tov Oedv,
Kﬂ.i 6665 ﬁv (; Aéyog
[In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God,
and the word was God, etc.]

:mber 1948
sday, 2nd Decem : ] .
Th:tr 5% é):n-ious the type of people who get into trouble with the

Military Government. In a near-by c.numry town we have had to
riest in jail and there he will probably stay Fhe \'\:'hf)le
e ahpof his sentence of six months. Not content with hiding
g::grr:lan arms (which he no doubt intended to sell lf\ter, having
picked them up after the tide of battle rolled ‘m'er lufi town) but
he must defraud the agricultural agency (Consorzio Agrario)
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which buys all the farm produce. He put oj on to 2

sold it as * pure olive oil”. g Water, an;
Now, because one of m

POOr woman is besieged
worthless fellow, who ask her to intercede wi
exert my influence to geta remission of ¢
Meanwhile the priest’s father |
ter as he alleges she prompted he
this last point is brought in to in
tain that no-one in that town co
the Consorzio Agi
chance of making

being caught.

Y employees Comes

from ¢
day and night by all :

at towy,
the re, :

tiveg
1€ sentence,

s tbreatening to kil hig day

r brother to the crj me, | pg::
voke my COmpassion, | gyt
nsiders it 5 disgrace ¢ s

; ; 0
arlo or to hide Weapons againg der‘raud

ta
some trade out of them, The disgmceﬂftur
15 ip

Friday, 8rd December 1948
To the list of titles which 1 have
ing from "Professore’, ‘Excellenza® to ‘1]
had once again that of ‘Lord”. A recent (:ommunication
addressed ‘Il Signore Colonello Professore Lorg Gayre*.
Wamings have been received that there is going to be
turbance in the university on Sunday (5th) ang that

Fratres are the ringleaders. Have sent for the
MOrrow morning at 9 a.m.

(Captain G. H.) Geyer h
(Region III) as from to-day, taking over the prelimiy
done for us by Major Paul Gardner, who is the Fin
Monuments Officer there, and who has looked afte
interests in much the same way that Mason Hap
Sicily before we were established. The military

comf;lutel_v neglected and understaffed the

and it is only now, late in the day, that we
officers.

had conferred Upon me Fang
Ministru’, I haV;
Came jp,

a dig-
the Corgq,
m to pa]“ade to-

as opened up Naples and districy

1ary work

1mond djq in
‘planners have
Educationg] Division

are heginning to get

Saturday, 4th December 1943
There is going to be trouble at the ope
university to-morrow. [ have been in consultation with Aldo
Raffa and told him to inform the provincial security authorities.—
but they are incredulous that students can make trouble, Perhaps
they do not in America, but they certainly do in Europe. Many a
106 ;

ning ceremony of the

th e 5o, thag 18

d in the universities. At th_e end 'Of&l'ejlﬂft
jon has startec. icaded themselves in the uni-
volution ts of this place barrica ; it beforg thes
g the studen d tanks had to lay siege to it :
war ity and police an till several days later, and after deaths on
st not ti Preaet ; t
Vzrrrendered-‘[]’l';tv e exactly the same conditions here to—dag;. !Jll
s,;ch side. We ravated condition. Then Italy -was a (.:ongonrmgand
ina more aggd country. Then there was no disorganiza i
lot a cOHQueY‘;r able with the present. Then the student::i ol
ﬂ g ith fascism. But now they have beenT-an Lo
popied wtlwme they have not the vaguest notion oth o .
G i e i onl:
I}(;ﬁg by vote or agreement: violence is the only
anyth il
gettle derstand. 4 &
method theyl:m there have been troubles all the weFk }1:1 the unof
Bo® Tl the examinations. Professor (:uarrfen;{: t::a Dealt owlin \
versity oVer aulted by students who actually believ = f_
Law, Was A 1 circumstances there should be no exa
the exceptmnah t they should be given their degrees auto-
e all, and tha Y tor, was publicly spat upon
| Professor Baviera, the Rector, is is really serious
! 1so by disorderly agitators—and this is really >
this week, 2 Slize“'m what honour the head of the university, w
e ificent”, is held
when W ; “ Magnificent’, is held. )
ed a5 Corda
is addressed the Committee of the Students Society ( .
fjpidersc de at my office this morning and 1 have ha;M :10
arade : " = "
Hatrﬂ%a - 'Emle day interviewing and interrogating them,
e i ing me. !
gfﬂh and Sher -(mdtl]:eelp rfnuinely think that this disorder into
I found OUtdm:]:g rs lj:at‘e plunged the university is really what
i RAC/OEAEE so 6 s , ; to ex-
which thely re to bring—they call it “liberty’. I have hald 3
mecaee detail, and argue with them, to 3110“1 i
plain to them ml'b. ty and no democracy without self<discipline,
s tacknls ists did, we
there]i}m:;l:)gh we do not demand discipline as the fascists di
aj'ld a ] A l. .
£ il f-discipline. !
will have sel A p(lm\'iﬂf'*?d and anxious to co-operate, b‘uth‘ fear
al ]( ¥ ¥
3wl f unrest has so corrupted the student bOfl.\ that we
this ferment © way, the Corda Fratres is going to post
void trouble. Anyway, i
ginac. 2 the gates from 6 a.m. onwards to-morrow and
its officials atl rs that they are not to take part in any unseem(l)y
its member: 2 N.CO.
. Ets ’ against the Senate and the Rector. The ex-N C‘
hftwviont i-’n the students is one of the worst, as they organize
g ) s
element among e

tions at
matjcally



.

unrest and are restless under civilian conditions after they have
been used to the licence of war.

Sunday, 5ih December 1943

What a day!
Despite my warnings and the Rector’s own forebodings, the
seating arrangements in the Aula Magna got out of hand, so to
re were three times more people in the

start the proceedings, the
hall than there should have been. As a consequence the university
ushers could not move, let alone keep discipline—and so there

was the most disorderly affair I have yet seen. I was pleased to
\bers of the Corda Fratres were doing

see that the principal men
their best to achieve order—so our work of yesterday was not
entirely in vain.

The worst noise seem

speech. Professor Guarneri
ing my speech. General Patton and General McSherry were bog,

very calm and collected, as was also the Cardinal; Lord Sta
ate and Colonel Spofford seemed to disappear altogether in o
medley of struggling bodies. ' the
However, all that was not the worst. On the way out
and Baviera was apparently hustled off i TI:Q
gilt chain, but I did not see t;:s
e

ed to be while the Rector was reading h;
is

was a scene
magnificent ermine robe and

incident.
Later,
panole, of W

struggling out with General Patton and Colone] ¢
hom I took leave at the gate, [ went back am-
office which is only a little way down the road. Tired o to the
very depressed when one thought of what a long way th ut a}nd
cal education of these people had yet to go, [ decided te Polfti-

. work for the day and seek repose after a glass of vermoy "; f.imsh
| could find it. So, Sherwood, Raffa, and I set off, down th 1th if we
the Palazzo to be met by the incredible sight of the I{ecte -
nificus, hat bashed over his head, umbrella clutch dor Mag.-
middle in his right hand, coming through the gates af t(; by the
to the astonishment of our carabiniere, with a']mu-'ling lfoclioub}.lle,
at hig

heels. At the sight of us, the mob melted away, leavi
g Ing the

Rector with us alone.
The secret military police had arrested a fascist student j
rsity—even the fascists had never dared to do ”:;ttm the

unive
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made a very laudable effort at reaq

was 1 going to do about it! The ‘
ath and had 2 late and cold lunch. esult was we got no

Monda)» 6th December 1943
Took the Rf:ctor of the University to General
5 ¢ him with a volume (similar to the one 13 McSherry to
: . it p e
che Universities of Italy. The General repeated hisgfwe "fe) on "
send for me 1O come to London, to start planni intention to
German education. ing work for
we dined General McSherry out to-night at tl :
Hotel, Palermo. He. leaves for England to—murrow_le Excelsior
‘r,er)r so}'l'y to I'OSC h"n. '1 I]e- g‘ning of Rclmell ke tl' and \j\re .are
and this qow is the (.‘1:1(] of the old AMGOT ad :le-begmmng
muich maligned and misunderstood by those wh I'I;(mlstrauon__
of the facts. O Know nOthing
To-day we have begun getting the affairs of the R
Jemy of Palermo to rights. The first jobis to rem e Royal Aca-
—and her¢, thete = the difficulty that the Pres'(:ive She Rty
ator; Wl'l_l ce::tamly have to go, as securit ident, who is a
him to continue In office, and yet he has not .Y-Wlll not permit
: rer * res 7
jike telling a very old man that he must go. I h'*l,‘g:‘ned, anfi kidigs
[ am entrusting the reforms to the Acad - I'have told him that
peen doing in the aftairs of the Uhiverq?l:n“ itself, as we have
pasis of democracy. We are not in]POSir; ties. :I‘hat is the real
As a result a commission of (listinguiﬁhedg:ur 1dez_13 upon them.
day in our Palace under the chairmanship of cademicians met to-
ot the defascistization carried out and 103 Professor Mineo, to
which they may want arranged. 1er necessary reforms

what

Tuesday, Tth December 1943
To—dz.xy I gave a reception to the Rector, D

many ,Of the professors of the university a::‘ct}e(?1 o Pamllisea

receiving 2 Degree, in my Rilavze ’Co‘n rding to custom on

Maqueda near the beautiful Quattro Canti f;t-antml in the Via

the avvocato very kindly did all the arran i. iiron 'Varisco and

nella assisted. It was amazing to see th% l;g’ and Signora Cati-

could be [)r9duced. The Palazzo is the ri }mds of cakes which

occasion, with its painted ceilings, red a;gl]lt place foT such an

Venetian chandeliers, with candles burning (anp:iurp.le silk walls,
109 » and murrors. Unlike



no ridiculous holding back
t hesitation and
that talk really

a similar occasion in England, there is
Everyone eats withou

and being pressed to eat.
it is only when the tables are getting empty
talian opinion respects our

ins. There is little doubt that I
it does, the establishment of a new Faculty
a new Chair of Greek

work, including, as 1
d Philosophy at Messina,

and here at Palermo a

furthermore, an Instifite of

of Letters an

and two new Chairs of Medicine there,
Medicine, and with,

Psychology and Albanian—

Philosophy in this university. In

new Chair of
Social Anthropology and Chairs in
of Letters and
re good to these universities
e for many years.

all in the Faculty
have done mo
t this reception proved very

fact, I think that we
than has been done under any régim

The speeches of the professors &
embarrassing. Aldo Raffa also spoke. Koopman who is now in
Washburne's place as Director for Education for Sicily, and Sher-.
were all there. Professors Mine;

wood, Barone, and the others
k and Sellerio spoke to me afterwards, the latter about the needs of

the Faculty of Engineering of which he is dean. I agree with
him, the whole Faculty heeds rebuilding, and it would be bette
2 T

instead of just repairing the bomb damage, to rebuild the Facult
I can persuade the new régime heri

completely. But whether

(now that Rennell and McSherry are gone) that such genero
< k us
iversity, I very much doubt—

treatment should be given the un
and I am even more doubtful of the Italian Government’s wish
sh to

d so much money Tniversity £
spen money on Palermo University. But it ought to be

done.

Took the Rector this morning to the Palazzo Reale to pr
General Patton with a volume on the Italian L’nivcrsitieszies'em
to that which he gave General McSherry and me. The (_‘;emllar
was able to boast as many scholars in his New England ancneral

ht to mind T. V. Smith’s story. Soonisf::y
; r

as soldiers. This broug

T. V. joined me here, in view of his great reputation in Con

and as a broadcasting philosopher, Colonel Campanole Carf"ess
€ on

behalf of General Patton to ask him to dinner. During dim
er it

came out that Patton had said to T. V. that he had wrj
many-volume military history. Smith was astounded, a :Itmr3 ;
“But, General, | thought you could not sign your own ;” : 1zizud:

Baviera had the best of Patton, because the (icncr;l ]Ie.
sooner been got into an expansive mood than he was a I1:!::1 no
110 e

ive up one of the }miversity hospitals h
s otle and 1 grmped, A Sicilian -:' t}_md f‘eqmsiﬁ'oned,
opportunity of an occasion! avoid making an
W,dmsda_y, sth December 1948

To dinner with Professor and Mrs

. Cati
sised and touched to find that Mrs. Ca:‘itr::;lla, and I was sur-

in-law had made a tea-set for Nina. They had? and her mother-
to me on Sunda.y in f'.ommemoration of the fa t'n}:ended to give it
tor of: t¥1f31r university. Any excuse is ct that I had become
generous Sicilians! a good one with these |;

To-day it has bt.:en raining and the weather i £

How I would. like one of my pewter tanl:als quite English,
pest ale NOW- 'It is strange how one misses b Tds. filled with the
and.hea\"}’. wine the only liquor to be eer with all this poor
yariscos give us some of their fine win got—except when the
yisits the Duke of Salaparuta and bt E 0:}" when Toby Moore

i hear that Moroccan troops are unpn;ixlasofm from him.
It is alleged that their behaviour to womer (;' i eastern Sicily.
was very bad. One more instance of the foll ’1 fun.ng .the advance
troops to @ European theatre of war 8 bl‘mgmg coloured

Thursday, 9th December 1943
Had a meeting of a special Italian Commissi
affairs of thtff Rt'l:yal Academy of Palermo ";'-“’510!1 to examine the
these organizations on a basis of Scli‘-gt-,\_.;, t is necessary to start
bt?fore fascism came to power as o rnnje_nt such as existed
wish tooexel:m‘se ;u:l;itrar},- powers, for t‘l;a:mtmble. atnd 1 do not
old fascist régime in a new guise. T.carsfull ?‘I“ (‘ofllmue the bad
them at .the bcjglmnng of the seasion:ial :} explained all this to
duct their business under the chairm:mql o left them to con-
As usual they could do nothing—all fi ‘l::.p of Professor Mineo.
-——;r:;i' eVlerT Rosetta, one of my l}'Pisi l:_g anltong th'emslﬂves
PREE joined the excited t‘mwm'satiu;z wlmtwr My
;01":;:(:‘ the room to see him. The noise (,f‘fi?ﬁfr g
s o ; ::1)1[*]11!;: : :.L :: ac :m‘lplcte lack of irzl)ibit:nnt:s i
) e O put in her oar at a word g
some COUI’I(:II o! great greybeards, prof wordy and quarrel-
renown. What is more, it is not l‘t;som 6333;1;5, I‘t.n(.l-d()(:tm of
. - The Sicilians live as,



s and connections of the dismissed freedom of movement and press and .

. eral and genuine dislike of CO!nm!:(;?:,: .se’:lces_, there is the
children amons the Sicilians. It is inor din:?e . tél]l.: lElreai: love of
: ren dictate

there are all the relative
fascists who will try to undo what we have done. As intrigue in
this country is commoI, other interested people, connected with -
future officials of the Italian Government, will hope to overset the lives B il i
what has been €00 in order to get theee plums of office for standards, are over—indulge‘j C% ese people, and by English
he democracy 15 weak, it will tend to tised against the child tDU(‘-h-es anfnequentiy any enormity ]frag-
than it would with us. uch more responsive chord

des that, if t
s which make the Minister g

themselves. Besi
the fascist code

have tended to give power back

Sunday; 12th Decenber 194:3

n existence

keep i
complete dictator—whereas W€ :
to the local authorities. If my pessimistic forecast is true, there
i le in the future betweel d
;::l thrirzi{otfeﬁ?v:z‘ilgeg;eal::d tll‘:e ::lemral bureat:cr::: f::‘li.acy i) [ recently heard an interesting side-li
fascila:ztl decrees. I hope 1 zm'l wrong. It is something which'“g by smaller fry among the Alﬂericango ﬂl] e-light on how some of th
to be watched-carefully by the Allies it the fruits of Victo: Uit Affairs work in Italy. Perhaps fhis exC(;r‘s were recruited fol}_ Civ:i
not to be lost. Y are have done infinite harm to our Pl"estl‘: ains some of the types who
The Labour Front here are talking of a revolution once class team of higher ranking Americ ge of late, despite the first
this so-called legal gevernment, Majwe headquarters, who, under Relmeuta" an British officers in our
o . s a
r much to establish Military Governm c:ti McSherry, have done
: % sntin
Major Raffa, proud of haVing o seglizl:‘;'dal respect.
as a Military

hand back territory to
Rafla is much in touch with them and they are very angry
ted with it. The Church is, of coyy e
Se
accost on board, on the first iy ou,t f:: r:u{]prslsed to be
¥ = 'A’a by a

we should ever have trea
favourable to the House of Savoy as it feels it is a stabiliy;
hand, that is not really true for Sici] zin
= Y a8 5
t ! = 3 z
rpetually jaw-moving, black-jowled rat of a captain i
In In some-

influence. On the other
everyone talks against Casa Savoia here, even churchmen th,
ists em-
1 av F: . - .
tists have made a great mistake i what the following terms:
‘How'ya, Maj!’

selves. I think the Separa
taking an anti-clerical line—as they and the Chu
‘hurch
have a common enemy in revolutionary social ch: together
o y v social changes op th Pleased to meet you, Captain,’
mainland. e . ? n, "’ said Raff: : :
. ; . American form of : : affa politel :
The arrival of the Russian representative the ol greeting. y inreply, in
of the Armistice What you here for, Maj?’ said the Captai
« Military Government,’ aptain.
. nt,’ replied Raff:
a.

‘Geez, 1 k " sai
eez now that,” said the Captain, spitting over th
i e side;

Ssi()n’ Vishi]lsky, has 1 Cate(i Ct)tlsi(lerable i
'w 'le all is i { 5’

Control Commi
[ am told, among the I
; Aabour Frg
nt: and

meeting the

Recently a German propagand

stated that the Allied authorities were rounding up chi
. chi d]‘e

n of

est and speculation, so
they had, according to my informant, a secret meeting wit|
[ was informed that he did not wish it to be with hip
m. It is all politics here the \:I’ul:lie t-nown that he “’ae; done.’
ot s ""; nowadaysg The Major was nonplussed. He th
¢ ast to Sicily j y . : sed. He thought th
¥ in Italj have been to his qualificati ght the referen
an 3 cations—and s s ce must
Well, you see I am a Professor Ofl‘?‘)hed:
of Georgetoy el
vn University

and I have always been i ver
always been interested in governmental ad
g ntal administra-

r parents on th - v W
poor parents on the plea L!mt. th(,..\_- would care for th
these, at the demand of the Soviet Government, were b;m’ ang ;
- a . : ] A ' 2
by ship to Russia from Catania. Ridiculous as this st INg seng tion and Italy in particular.’
i : . . . S storv is X 11
caused widespread consternation and the Germans Ca:r,\ IS, it hag -Cf'eez. Maj!" was the disgusted reply
§ can co spitting over the side. * ' ¥ accompani ;
ngraty. EP : g the side. ‘I guess you know wh lP ied by more
veryone here has done somethin’.’ at | mean, all right.
Well then, why are you here?* dem:
A " demanded Raffa.

late themselves on the success of their propaganda. T
can be given for this success; apart fi ' © * WO reasong

3 rom the fact t}

fact that there jg no

‘Geez, Maj, it :

, 1t was like this. I
- 1 was a quarterma

ster. Well
]

114
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how it is. The boys just got around and found a
d we went shares. But then they caught up with
They said: “We're going to give
you a break. Court-martial or Civil Affairs.” Wel'l, you know
how it is, Maj. A guy has no choice—and s0 that’s why [ am
here! Now, Maj, come clean! What did they geton your*

. Maj, you know
ready market, an
me and put the squeeze on.

Monday, 13th December 1943
Recently I left my car outside the Variscos” house one evening
with Colontoni waiting for me at the wheel. I had scarcely

entered their flat before Colon toni and a police officer arrived to
say that they had discovered thieves in the great shuttered mul-
tiple shop near by and an armed police cordon had been thrown
around it, and they hoped this time to capture some important
black market crooks, and would I lend them my car so that a
caribiniere could go with Colontoni to Mondello, find the
owner, and return with him and the keys. Inconvenient as this
was, for it meant I was stranded at the Variscos’ for an hour, |
agreed—and off they went. It was late by the time they got there
—getting on to ten o’clock, and they had to wake the shop-
keeper. All was excitement: he retailed what the loss would
mean to him: he rushed on clothing, and dashed into the car, and
Colontoni drove like a maniac. I was in the street waiting and
then what an unloading of busy ostentation, policemen, the police

officer, and Colontoni, and quite a crowd of idlers all interested

in the police armed with carbines—when lo and behold the

padrone had forgotten to bring the keys! Heavens above—it was
the last straw, the cordon melted away in the excitement, and the

thieves escaped.
War breaks down all natural inhibitions—and troops of all
nations get the idea that they can do abroad what they would
object to seeing done at home. I saw the same thing in F:raalce in
1989 and 1940, but in a smaller way than in [taly. A case of this
sort came to my notice recently. I was informed that in a certain
town the military commander took over the local police barracks
complete with all its furnishings and turned it into a brothel. The
unfortunate result of this, apart from any other, was that the
door into this establishment was next to the church door—and
there two queues formed—God on the left, Sex on the right. The

116

ot complained to General Patton who put a stop to the
B fole business: s
Tuesdas 14th De::fmber 1949

B have been \{islted by Prf)i:essor Martino, Rector of the Uni-
44 of Mf,-ss;na. I am \ﬁrrltm'g at his instigation a long speech
for the opening of the university. On top of long hours in the
Sffices and the constant struggle with ill-health (particﬁlarly
s entery) for. whml} one can t-akfa no time off, there is so much
e and so little time to do it in; writing to all hours of the
night pecomes & sore tl.‘lal. :

[n the turmoil in which we live there is not much time to thi k
iher; anid, aftelj all, the opening speech for a university mustmo
e the An "“‘f”f"_’ and yeal.‘s afterwards must stand up to the tgst
= fschOlarly crlFlClSIn. It will be no excuse then to say that it w:
ritten inmY tiled bedroom in Nicolo Garzili, at night, wra p::l
in plankets, Wit].l frozen hands, for it is cold, very cold'herel:low
in Sicily: Sometimes Aldo, our faithful but irresponsible waiter
manages to break up some furniture which he has “‘found’ anc’i

ats it in @ tin and burns that as near me as I can possibly stand
__put what with the smoke, the smuts of soot falling overyeve
thing, and the fact that there is no chimney and T must o n:g-
window and let more cold air in, it is scarcely worth it—{:\t one
carinot refuse these ministrations from Aldo, and the boys fror:
the portiera’s house below and further afield who seem to fill ou
Kitchen. Despite all this, the speech is making progress .just :
when I went to France in 1939, so here I have brougilt sm:z
notes with me on the research I was doing of an evening wh
stationed at Oxford—this was the elaboration of a new thgeo e':'
the racial inheritance of blood groups, and the paper 1 am?lro(:v
engaged upon is based upon that work—although it does not
constitute an exposition of the theory—which I hope to put at

reater lcngth to some learned su:.ict_\f.

Sometimes Sherry, Aldo Raffa, Washburne, and 1 in our little
mess of an evening, ask ourselves why we are pushing ahead so
hard with our work here—especially when work has almost
stopped in all other government departments. | think the reason
is that we feel that our victories have brought to this people a
new era in their intellectual life, and that they deserve the very
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ive them. That is why, instead of merely

best that we can &

repairing the machinery, we have done our best to rebuild the

shattered pieces into a better machine than it was at first. It has

meant infinite Jabour, attention to detail, and the hearing of
rviews and the

every point of view through interminable inte
handling of intrigues am intrigues until we have learnt

d counter-
what is the truth, and then we have had to decide whether we
would be going 00 far outside our mandate to do what had to be
have gone outsi

done. Often, I fear, we de of that mandate, but in
tified by the su

doing so we have been jus pport of the people.It js
clear that after more than twenty years of fascism many changes

are necessary, if we are to get its taint right out of public ang

intellectual life. That is why the restoration of a Faculty

Letters at Messina, involving as it did the foundation of a Cha?f
ir

of Greek (perhaps the only one founded in the twentieth ¢
[‘turyl) was @ Fascism, in the whole Oftf_rtl;
i

' bsolutely essential.
spirit, was opposed to liberal scholarship and had taken aw
the Faculty from the University. It was our duty, therefore y
restore to the university that Faculty, without which a univer’-to
is no universityw—but only a collection of technical schools ;’;
when the Italian Government gets some Iibel.al_mi;ld- d
scholarly, and energetic anti-fascist as Minister of Educati ed,
n that he will see to it that the work of Mil(')n'l
ained and strengthened. But Cllomoltary
weak man and too old for his WOrk' the
t we have done here in Sicily, a » 4
is disturbing to him l)cczfll’gen:f‘-we
s it

am certai
Government is maint
present minister, is a
there is no doubt that wha
are now beginning in Ttaly,
thoroughness.
t ho Sicili =
nest Sicilian I have yet met and -

Martino iS the mos
ectors and t]’]i‘s‘ i‘-‘ nornr
E] - L l&?ﬂ(‘t‘tio
10N Upon

tainly the most diligent of R
Baviera and Petroncelli, both of whom are carrying

cult task well—I wonder if people ever realize how
difficult their tasks are, and whether they and Martin W terribly
getthearedit they deserve from the Italian Governme 0 will eyey
is the type who should be given high office in the ltal.nt. Marting
ment and would make a first-class Minister of l:dulim F}ovem.
office, which I doubt at these tir;e:a:;o}? if he
e € is a

would take the

Social Democrat and not too strongly in support of the H

Savoy, and furthermore, i common with the greater Ouse of
118 ' number of

ilians [ have met recently (wi -
?eum:em), leans towards :e(pa;;]:i;l:lef:o?fum of Baviera and
Recently I appointed Professor Trainn Pmil‘y‘ and )
pere in the university—and there has been a ;‘0 essor of Genetics
He was ProP® sed by the Professor of Zool rightful row over it.
Faculty of Science, Professor Andrea Gia: d{')gy' and Dean of the
the University- Th'e other two Rectorsr Il:;a, 3tnd the Rackorof |
celli) wh(-) with Baviera headed a c“"lmissE artino and Petron-
the appomtments, also agreed to the on .I set up to consider
grouble started. But on reviewing the C:PPOmtment, Then the
was qmte competent in genetics, and in thsiz’ I found that Traina
ition to be a judge myself, for it so ha matter | was T
on bees, upon which I have been w k}?Pe“_ed his work had
of way for some years. orking in a dilatory sort
[ have been inter‘csted to find that the Sicili
pe the same as the English black bee icilian bee appears to
To—-day we had a final meeting of the Royal
their dﬂflirs. I had them locked in our G yal Academy to settle
theist deliberations to-day. L do not beliey at they must finish
servec'l in letting these matters drag on fre any good purpose is
one © clock (an hour after most of their dl':m wet?k to week. By
finished and I am to get the verbale (minuterge;fttllrlnm) i
e meeting to-

morrow—-=so Professor Minec
ssor Mineo assures
$ me.
i

Wednesday, 16th December 1943
Mineo to see me wi
R e ';1.- with thle verbale of all the sitti
o tobeshu;‘ e work is complete, with the At
( hut out from the Academy and tl LRSS St
for their fascist activities. y and those to be suspended
This is the res
the table in tl Ie:_tllt of much hard work, quarrels and
» > 1n the . s y L] S an =
= ommission’s meeting, and much i *ﬁ'angmg of
g olisi translation made by the Commi l_mngue"“but
estl 1 . ¥ ’ mis 1
ng and amusing reading. I have once i lbst}:, it makes
1ore been inv
ested

with a series of titles!

Summary <
y of Reports of the Commission for the Reconstituti
Royal Academy of Palermo nstitution of the

Sl“lﬂg on ()'”I Dt.’a‘.'t'fﬂbc‘f' 1948, PTQSlded b}' L'l ute
C



The Commission was formed of Cipolla

M., Coppola, Cavarretta, Ferretti, Giardina, Guarneri, Mig.
nosi, Mineo, Oliveri, Sellerio. Professor Gayre invited the Com-
mission to elect a president, a vice-president, and a secretary,
Mineo as president, Ferretti as vice-president, and Coppola ag
secretary were chosen. Professor Gayre gave some directions to

the Commission. ;

Sitting on 9th December 1943. Mineo is in the chair. Cipolla,
Coppola, Giardina, Guarneri, Mignosi, Oliveri, Sellerio are
present. Cavarretta and Ferretti are missing. The president ig
authorized by Colonel Gayre to add to the Commission Pottino,

Lavagnini, and De Maria, who take part in the labours. Coppola,
owing togotoa Faculty sitting, is compelled to keep away. The
president prays Pottino to do the office of secretary and invites
the Assembly to begin its task. Giardina says that the only task
is to send formularies to Major Raffa. The President answers
that the chief task is to eliminate fascists and to avoid that
fascists may have access 10 the Academy. Broaching the matter,
he remembers the ill-famed academical sitting on the 26th 0;'
June 1935 (see Bollettino 1984-5) and proposes the elimination

of the members Ercole and Di Marzo, on the account of the
demonstrated upon that occasion. Lavagnini

t is not sufficient for an elimination:
e very moment when the Com-

Professor Lord Gayre.

cringing that they
believes that the case in poin

he suggests to introduce it at th
mission will give a complete judgement of those two members

Guarneri is agreed on elimination of Ercole, but not of Dj

Marzo.
De Maria states that all wore ‘distinction’ must be looked

upon as fascists. He was a fascist, because he believed that
fascism would lead our native Land to great things. He dis-
approves an action against fascists, if it is not against unworthy

mens.
Sellerio thinks that the point of view of De Maria is not accep-

table simply.

Mineo quietly affirms he always was anti-fascist and anti-
nazist, even if he asked, in 1932, for the fascist-card and swore
false he does not know how many times! And he thinks that
fascism, unhappily not yet died, must be fought and for once and

all eliminated from Italian public life.
120

gellerio asserts Ehat: in de-ep changes of government. iy
of.ciszens is to mamt?ln.equdibrium, abstaining fmronm t, the tagk
hate- ']_"hi:iCO-mmESsum is too near to the past als: Eg:;m
P ification is requested, T . A able to

rifys if pur - To decline this purificati
ification is

: \;enie"t' -
con (aria disapproves such a refusal of contributi H
on. He

: ish that all the A
would yather wish that al ssembly of A i, ,
pave the task of purification, so that the guiltcac:??;:mans might
might defend themselves. Ys ere are any,
The preside'nt,' taking account of the absence
of the Commission, considering that not all ‘::;:0211!' members
resented, decides to suspend the sitting. The c{;lmorts are
will be convoked as soon as possible. ommission
sg'ﬂiﬂg‘?f 14th December 1943. Mineo presid
Cipolla’ qupola. lf‘erretti, Giardina, Guzmeﬁes' Nﬁm pr.esenF:
veri, Sellerio, Pottino, Lavagnini, De Maria ,Ch‘ gnosi, Oli-
issing: Cavarretta, Baviera. ’ 1azzese. Are .'
o reads a letter of Lieutenant-Colonel Professor Lord
Ssor

ne
Gayres communicating that two new members, Baviera
- ¥ - ?
Chiazzese, form a part of the Commission, and wivhip and
- some

directions about the works of the Commission itself.

Ferretti and Sellerio remark that the task of.' -
Fellows is difficult and recommend ponderation 'fl}:l dging our
sion agrees Nobody thinks, says the President- to Ehgnolgmntlhs—
+ e e

executioner into his victim.
The Commission, after a long examinati
nation, makes th
e follow-

ing proposals:
Etc.

Thursday, 16th December 1943
This afternoon [ had a pleasant day i
y in a bee-garden at San
danta

flavia, near Palermo, owned by Cavalier Ciauri, and i
was taken by Professor Traina—whom we ha’ven st
inted Professor of Genetics. The Cavalier Ciauri _‘”“‘:ﬂﬂ.\’ i
height, thin, intelligent face, mobile, quick andl ‘:1“ s
ag’ed perhaps about sixty with the (‘0:1stit11t3011 (ff :;p il
A man who is a merry companion, a sportsman, and o
most ]f;enemm; and hospitable that I have met 'I’ilere \:?::e(;:)od’i
fifty hives under orange trees laden wi i :
= with fruit. Avvocato and



the latter as my interpreter—

Signora Varisco were als
she got a sting for her pains. I received four stings, but mainly
due to the rough and noisy way the Italians handled the bees
__as in everything always being excitable. The hives, by our

the best I have seen out

standards, were in a bad condition, but
here. These bees do not lie up in the winter, but work all

the time. They were @ very quiet type of bees—and very like
our English black bee—if not the same breed. I hope that
the Italian (yellow) does not oust them as is happening in

England. It is quite clear that the yellow is @ Mendelian dom;-
nant in br tery over the black is more apparent

eeding and its mas
than real. Professor Traina stated that the crosses were worse~
tempered than the pur ich supports our English experj

e bred, wh
ence. Santa Flavia is a beautiful place by the sea—a bay of blye
sea, castle on a headland, and gardens of lemons and orangeg
The castle is owned by a princess who has a monopoly of t] ’
tunny fishing in these parts dating from Bourbonist timele

1d, is made from the ﬁ‘o‘hing he:g;_

£6,000 or £7,000, sO ] am to
wo months of the year when th
e

which takes place in one or t
castle becomes a fish factory.
To-night I had dinner with Tasca, Mayor of Palermo, ki
wife, son, and son-in-law, Signore and Signora Du Crot and ,P Nis
1k was mainly upon Sepai:h

fessor and Signora Catinella. The ta
tism. We had good food and drink. Major Sherwood and [ lef
eft

after midnight. There was much concern about the rumour t}
we were going to increase the value of the lira as many p : ;t
€ople

had been buying sterling and dollars illegally.

17th December 1948
To-day is wet and rather miserable, and in my very fine

in our palace [ sit and shiver—for we have no glass in the wj
dows owing to the bombing, and, as usual in this countr € win-
are no fireplaces. I would give the red silk walls, the ¥, Fhere
ceiling, and Venetian glass chandeliers for a decent log fi painteqd
The Rector of Messina University tells me that i'tJi'io T$ NOW
his office, which had been takt:n l::o]:e:llr)le
L

he was excluded from
ch difficulty, he got access to i
. it

the troops. When at last, after mu
to remove his papers, he found drawers ransacked, and the M
’ e S

of a book on physiology on which he had been working fi
122 cen working for some

Friday,

Thing$

., ¢rampled into the floor wi
Hme, ]i-kzthis Sl go:dfwth other papers and documents
saturday, 181h December 1943
There .has l.Jeen a great scandal here ove
which it i said that General Patton str ; an alleged incident in
There i{: no doubt that the incident has ‘l‘f an American soldier
oportion a{1d recognition. I am told t‘:‘“ magnified °“t0fali
. hing is a ver_ldetta on the part of :t W?lat is behind the
American Ifress against the General. Thi '?Ttmf, sections of the
from an incident earlier on in the Sicilian S 18 sa,'d to have arisen
being harassed b}.' press reporters for in‘:’am?algn when he was
and on oné occasion, when he had not erviews and facilities
Press asked for transport to go up fonvaadve}ude 1o spare, ﬂ‘lf;
staff officers came' out from the Gt‘-‘nera: , and C:ne of the chief
ploody well walk’. Besides that, Patton :2: sall:i they “could
Ps is own press

group, and that is not likely to endear him to
pressmen
generally

whole t

Sunday, 19th December 1943
ay we went a-hunti A
To-day nt a-hunting with Cavaliere Ciaur
uri, who has

the peautiful bee-garden under the lemo
He took us to a royal forest, the first fon-trees at Santa Flavia
this country, in the direction of Marin rest land 1 have seen m
south of Palermo. Being royal forest 'fc.’_—habgm twenty miles
and he was only able to shoot over {t blecls carefully preserved
put despite that, there was no game w st of o P!'esenoe-—’
only fired off the barrels of my gun at 0‘”;}1 talking about and 1
order to keep up the pretence .thét e :, ew hopeless targets in
an.d not on a most difficult march throu Ere on a shoeting party
tain. For seven guns and four dogs - -g FORSE N e m““n:
got two of them. g8, We saw six partridges and
; ?:?callse of its being preserved there is
Slc11-|an poacher should pay it his att S good reason why every
articularly, when food is so scarce e g e tl‘les‘e time-s
h WZdhfa e ]terrihle scene at lu;wh time. C
aust ron » crest of 3 = 1
o cam:?[ul;( :,:i::, :‘1li| ll‘le mountain along a zl;r::;gwdown =%
Sititing Neights wtl ,rli*rce from trees towards whic‘l\rt:h(,dh"Cl
i i o t{’l- (i. here was a spring and a w et
1e slopes of our dell browsed th atering tank
128 the l‘atde: ﬁleil'



cow-bells tinkling with every move, and awa_iti.ng us with the
luncheon baskets was 4 goatherd, He was a placid, witless kind
of man, with the grey blanket lying over his shoulders such as a]|

the countrymen wear.

The Cavaliere Jamented a magnificent pie he had supervised

with his own hands and eyes in the making, and which had been
left behind. But nevertheless, there were Sicilian cheese and
nges with which to finish the

bread and wine, and mandarin ora
repast. In my exhausted condi tion, lying beside the water trough

this sounded all too good, when the storm broke.
The worthy cavalier unpacked the baskets while the keepers

with their dogs sat a little way off, watching him with the more

interest since the old knight, not having had time for breakfast

had eaten their supply of bread during the morning while on th(;
march, and had promised to make this good at lunch-time.

The first thing that struck my ears—for my thoughts were far
away all this time—was the shrieking of the word : Pane! Pane!
The goatherd had left the precious bread behind in the wood-
cutter’s hut from which he had set out. .

The knight stormed and swore—the goatherd gibbered, threw
his hands out in explanation, and clasped them in supplication,
gesticulated, and withal—to my interested wonder, still kept the
folded blanket in position across his shoulders without any
apparent effort.

The Cavaliere, in despair, fell upon his knees and crossed him-
self, and called upon God to witness this knock-out blow. Then
springing to his feet, so soundly rated the goatherd (in what

Sherwood tells me was the choicest Sicilian, and which even im-
proved the vocabulary of the keepers) that it set him off at a trot
across the fells for bread.

Later that day, in coming down a beautiful vale with wet slip-
pery paths on which Sherwood and I slipped more than once, we
came upon Avvocato Varisco with some of his men from Baucina
who had come to meet us, and what was equally of interest ;
good flask of his Baucina wine. That wine should be put on t,he

market.
Monday, 20th December 1943

Bill Hare and I missed the plane to Catania this morning
124

fessor here,

- mistake on the part of the transport people over
owiné Consequemly, we waited on the airfield, as one can
(ming: ot anywhere these days if one watches one’s chance.
M}'ﬁtuauy that opportunity arose. An American flying am-
Aﬂd:ev arrived bound for a military airport about twelve miles

; 4—SO We got our passages. Flying eastwards along
oaaft we pa-ssed Termini, Cefalli and on to somewhere to-
1119 S Grefano di Camastro, where we crossed the coast and
wards I;;l’l‘-lr gaining height all the time, and sometimes, so it
ﬁe\\’:c'l only just clearing the mountain crests—for here they
.. n: b‘; ovf-‘-l' 4,000 feet—until towards Bronte, we came upon
m "t B0, and we flew level with the cone at about 9,000 feet.
it e cone Was snow-covered and arising from the snows came

. of smoKe- Below it there were runlets formed by the lava
“.HS?:and cinders. Lower still, the lava had weathered somewhat
oW 4ve the appearance of a dead and lifeless world. And yet it
i he very soil formed from that arid rock which accounts for the
gﬁcldy clustered vineyards on the slopes below this desert of
reC\I;;e arrived, thanks to our American allies who gave us a jeep
raverse one of the most shell-torn roads I have been over, at
to where we found accommodation of sorts in the British

eataﬂias = y :
Transport Hotel. The American driver took us by mis-

officers : :
(ake t0 the American one at first—but we realized his mistake on
mtel’ing""it was too good for British officers!

Wednesday, g2nd December 1943
anent the day with Petroncelli, the Rector, and his wife, and
ed at a meeting of the Senatus Academicus, and generally
hed ahead the affairs of the University. Hare is with me to
aﬁ_ out the completion of the dismissals and suspensions of the
st prOfESSO‘”S- We are having much trouble with one pro-
Zingali by name, not to be confused with Padre
Zingali, the charming and modest head of the Dom Bosco School
.1 Palermo. Zingali was a deputy in parliament and undoubtedly
of great power under the fascists. We took a merciful and, .l
think on reflection, a weak course of action, by suspending him
for six months only. Since when he has not merely appealed
s light sentence, but created pandemonium in Catania,
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against thi



having raised 2 party from among the enemies of the rec
accused him of being 2 fascist. To support this he pm;(’r angd
of documents, purporting to be speeches by Pet uced 5
1d put the latter in a very blﬂ:ﬁ’;‘fe}lli,
ight,

series
which if they were true wou
and for himself, he has brought forward speeches of his j
ment in which he opposed the party line of action and fl‘  Parlis.
discipline. The last seems ::‘ ::hich
€ to

he was placed under party
that he was merely an unsatisfactor
Y memb
€r of the

show only
party butnot anti-fascist at all.
sturbed by his accusations agai
€trop.

Raffa is certainly di
but Hare feels that a thorough investigation wil]
Rector in a much better light. For my part, I feel thatl'f‘ put the
celli held so high position in Catholic Action as he dicll Petrop.
does, the charges cannot be entirely true, and so, unti] Hand stil]
[ finished his investigations, Petroncelli will be presur are hag
cent. If the charges are found to be well founded th;al ;"ed Inng-
dismissed. » Hienhe will he
But this intrigue, this charge and counter-charge, thj
own upside down with c’an;ll:C:aiSin
1S, iS a

of parties and turning a t

commonplace in Sicilian life. We have the same thing |
- 1appen.

In

at Santa Agatha de Militello over the Liparis—a
for Bill Hare to look into carefully. To be an ;;iOther job
here means you become an object of attack by all ‘r;’ Ce_holde,.
and they are everyone who does not hold office, Ur enemjeg,
no expectations from you. There is no conception o,f Or Who hag
good. : the commpop,
I was pleased to be able to investigate the affaj
observatory and to promise to reinstate the J ewa, ars of the
who, like Ascoli in Palermo, had been dismissed b '-‘;h professop
We are g.etting very great help from Batc;{Lt 1e fascistg,
French’s staff captain here at provincial headquart ‘h, (Colonel)
by Petroncelli, and believes there is nothing in I_h:a’ sc He swearg
‘Cusations of

celli,

Zingali.
'I?le weather is getting steadily colder —and th
tI:eatmg, when. one can get the charcoal, which is {:1 only form of
h:lljs iﬂf;m:;] :e‘;::::] a \::::;)deen fr;apm, which is l.:mu,i:l.u isfoo {lt12I]' "
oy ) A ﬂg rs of the ﬁre: The labour of all ¢ _!‘uom
ing of the flames, and the carrying from room to : ons, the
om;, is

considerable: but it is all taken for granted
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g9rd December 1943
yesterday 1 returned by air from Catani :
¢here bY air on Monday ( December 20th). [l;a:avmg travelled
all Monday night by. mosqazlitoes. I hope that it dz"ﬂely bitten
ng I killed several dozen on th:;:ﬁ:&:?t;o
e

ia, In the morni
mom""and they burst with blood— i
- my face is a terrible sight.

And this is our officers’ transit hotel!
Hare dealt with an informer who travell
’ . ed fi

see Mario Bro‘d and I.{aﬁa and then was sent Onri:t to Palermo to
Catanid- He w;:l] not inform again in a hurry, C y R.affa to us in
i iseiqtsd sty s i A s
th the informer and in clearing up thepgl bc;th in
ingali and

huersday:

ms]ﬂr

dealing wi
pgu-oncelli business.

The University in Catania is ;
palermo- It is & Py 1t has been tﬂz il:,etaunm than that of
Hedly needed for1ts Proper prspose. Fm-tuno a Naafi when it is
i lmlike.l?alermo University, whid?:}ely it is being kept
deplinilitany foccupaticnid tl1oughta:ht:: erioteg
atania had

one even further than Palermo in tidying itself
< self up from th
e

offects of bombardment.
[ spent in my office dealing mainly with peti
= ) petitioners

To-day
and intriguers wishing to persuade me not t
gismissals. -
This m,(:amg I dined with a Signore and Sj
. Si e 12Nn0
signore an Signora Tasca (the Mayor or Sind 47 _DU s
and his wife, and Professor (.‘atir-lella Th g
Lt ¥ p . er
]_:ngllshmant wearing a mixture between Ae WAt L
lm]fOl‘Il’l—-—:’llhoul badges of rank—who “mde”“}' Sk WA
" his WOT'K. jor S W - 4
of hz!s ‘ r rlfrl‘la_mrl Sherwood spent much Irish \\?t )
effect. The whole affair ¢ g -
0(;{ e u) whole -aﬂalr cast a gloom over the pon him to
[ think these people will not be anxious to bri * evening, and
] S ring us togethe
"

again. It isa pity!

Friday, 24th December 1943
Christmas Eve. My Sicilian staff
. i staft (and Sherw

have ﬂt-?d this afternoon, refusing to work

the holiday season and I and John Nester \:_l“.\’ longer because of

office. In the.r evening the Americans had a ‘-Orked' on.alone in the

[ went, ending up in a sing-song led ma.l::’_'ol:'smi-’:"}g to which
et y by British officers,



Christmas carols nor altogether of a

the songs being neither

drawing-room nature:
has sent to the offi

Padre Gliozzo
two bottles of wine—the mess will s
these Christmas provisions! Another pro
of flowers, and Professor Abardi, one ©
engaged by Washburne, has sent in his card, W

wishes!

ce a box of mandarins and
oon make short work of
fessor has sent a bunch
f our staff who was
ith his good

th December 1943
Christmas Day: Had lunch with the Catinellas. Received 3
n Venetian paintings) from

hristmas present (a book o
lla. We had supper with Avvocato and Signor.
children made an exhibition of themselves an;

The Sicilians are too indulgent

Saturday, 25

surprise C
Professor Catine

Varisco, and her
d and I lefeearly.

Major Sherwoo
to their children but I suppose they think us too cruel,
al MSS. which I have already written, |

To-day, using Sever
have started writing a new book. To-morrow (being Sunda
hope to make further progress with it. i )1

6th December 1948
Mount Pellegrino, overlooking Palermo, ang
» dn

Went up on to
visited the grotto of St. Rosalia—disbursing twenty lire in
jor Sherwood offered to hear (t)he
ur

begging box at the door. Ma]
confessions in @ yacant confessional box, but he found n

willing to accept his kind offices.

Why must the American military police
Their attitude to British officers is sometimes tantamo
insolent. Recently a British officer, a judge fnvasiiniitas ,unt to
was ordered by the American military police to roll his}sf MY
down (the British wear shorts and rolled sleeves) becau eeveg
American commander had been issuing strict orders 6 se the
to his troops—and when he refused to do so ﬂ;e N dregg
ne to blows with him. I believe their police have 3; nearly

rs—which seems to me to be too great ;::1:':1‘ of
: Sure

Sunday, 2

be so rude and rough?

cal

arrest over office
d a recent case in which I ¢ i
came into confli ;

of authority. I ha
d Colontoni to halt my car in the Vi

them. I ordere
and wait for me. This apparcntly contravened one of th
e police

regulations. When I came
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back Colontoni and the car had go
ne,

i to 2P ;
i andled him

rati

wayr =2

court dismisse
up. They

early an hour before he return i s
was " i,— pefore the Military C():ilt'_ T‘;:u:‘“:m?t ordering
for trying to tell them that he w;;: they had
jver d had orders to be there—and when the colche
-ons 0N the baf:k seat of the car, they tried to take t{ saw my
ed in the court, and the American Pi'es'c;em' Any-

4 the case—while these precious ; lf’nt of the
probably had heard that 1 had WriF:: ice never
mander to say 1 would appear for the defence. 1 en 'to their

the faces of the Italian advocates in c;ou:ton;:led t};le

when the

[ appea”

satisfaction on
yerdict ¥ pronounced. 1 really think their trainin

the bott ﬂf ltﬁ—-t_here is too much of the ‘ tou. hEI must L

heir attitude. One day something \Een;gu‘ir et

ong in

whole of t

5 opposite the Palazz o
the café opP o, and screams came from it—it

d like murder, but turned out to be a figh
and a cook. The American police arrivegdt__ betmfcen a
ve never seen such quick work. The sltn a jeep—
restd d-ina S, DIinUtEs  ARDERING to);sinongm e
thern, with their truncheons working, a miserable bg il
certain he needed arrest—but I wondered if the iband
brutal altogether. Yet Americans simp{;eg:;ds were
e senti-

not to0
mentalism and righteous indignation about
our treatment
of

pative peoples!

yrant, an

Monday, o7th December 1943
To my surprise, received a ver
Academy of Palermo, over tJ’*lza,ng:I:}:;- :TW:y reformed
g0 much trouble this month, in which it says th“c} I have had
made an honorary member to-day with Ale;is @ 5 Ilha}"e been
Loraine, Professor Gilbert Murray S'u: M{E‘ir‘: ; S_n‘ Percy
Colonel Charles Spofford, Major b Miaiuic \\r-'e b
Captain Mason Hammond. l'lammom‘l cerjtainl ‘ajhb!-lme, i
recognition for the early work he did in Educati} -eser.vtes this
especially for the fine work he has done iﬁ the s Sm‘l.)' and
antiquities and works of art. preservation of
Recently a copy of a dismissal issue :
offiial on the mainland by hi:t:ilz.ga::s:.an educatio:.ml
was brought to me by Washburne from Gei::gleméi\’;: P:;'IOI‘
yer. Here

it is:
T

Royal
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Dated 16th December 1943
Copies to: A.M.G.
National Educational Minister
H.E. The Prefect
For your history as a fascist spy, lying, and calumny
For your daily exultation at German victories
For your subsequent servile attitude towards the Anglo.
American authorities
For the internal dissension you have caused in this office
For your misrepresentations on political matters
For the fact that your presence here is obnoxious and youy
work incompetent
For your lack of dignity as an educational official
For the harm you have done to the school system
You are suspended from your position
Effective to-morrow, December 17th, you will not be alloweq
in this office. [ am applying, as a precautionary measure, for now,
the decrees of the Badoglio Government regarding fascists &ndl
members of the fascist hierarchy and their personal liberties,
Through pity alone; you will continue to receive, temporari]
the corresponding allowances of pension; excluding indemnif'
for active service. ¥
At an opportune time, and with formal documents, T will app]
such laws as are possible in your case, from competent authorijt )
toward a complete removal. ¥
Until such time as these laws arrive, you are granted t},
liberty of speech, in your defence which you fascists have so 1o d
kept from us Italians. g

This eloquent dismissal could not be allowed to settle t
question, as there were certain irregularities about the whole
business. As an outcome Geyer made further inquiries an:I..
demanded copies of letters which had passed among the vario
people in the case. 2

This correspondence begins with a long reproachful lette
(2,000 words in length) to an official whom the writer considErr
has done him an injustice in not supporting him before a hj hﬁ's
official, The rhetorical style is made the more difficult to foﬁo v
by the eccentricities of the translations supplied, involving f‘,-ew_

130

ces to the original documents, in order to follow the

ent I ment..
g:ﬁeof"he alrlf::e waded through this letter and the many more
After e ou are not surprised to be told that the man is a
1, these southern Italians and Sicilians,

¢ follo™s Y are they al
ly a little more flowery than

50 .
p—but espondence is on

ﬁ so this €
usl’”l' ot concerned with facts, f:acts are mivkward hard
They anlish and Americans are interested in. They are
s thE " hetoric, a good flowing style and much imagery.
mterest mhat Whitehall would think if they had to put up with
f wonde” wlike these. Yet this is what we have to wade through
Jong tte'r-'if our lives—in the original or in hasty translations by
every day © Ked staffs or worse ones prepared by the Italians
a"e"worln the end we disinter the facts, and reach decisions
sel\'esiwpe are fair and honest. But the brutality of our
whibh o o embraces, no tears, no allegory, no poetry,
meth”ds’ r:lelicate souls of our Italians. Sometimes I think they
shocks th;; - have injustice with the flow of words, and tardiness
would 12 ::hich must accompany it, than brevity, justice, and
fi‘:’m;l: isa question of a point of view and goes back to funda-
spect

1a] differences of racial temperament.
men

gth December 1943
To-day Major Sherwood and I with Signora Varisco went to
. dei Greci, an old settlement of Albanians, sometimes
Pisnt p. dei Albanese, south-west of Palermo, on the invitation
aalled fe'qqol" Petrotta, whom we have appointed Professor of
of PrO’e® the University, and of the Bishop of the Greek Rite,

Tuesday» 2

Albanian in ‘ f the
witness @ ‘Greek’ wedding—the women being in the Alban-
0 ey : ; :
Fan costume. It was most interesting. We were met by a priest
an

d on being taken in, we were stood with the clergy
__and we even had to parade the church in some of the proces-
n the course of the service. The childlike offhandedness of
ising: people walked about as they pleased
Juring the service, and Professor Petrotta (hir{melf a priest) re-
marked to me it was cold and that snow was just beginning to
fall, all the while the officiating priest was reading the service in
Greek, Albanian, and Italian. Occasionally this priest when pro-
181

at the door, an

sions 1
i all was very amt



voked by the way boys got-between himself and the B2
bridegroom, without breaking his intonation, woylq l‘lt:le
urchin a push in the neck because he approached toq give
once, passing the service book to an assistant priest Whnear;
the chant without a break in the service, he seized ; hoa took up
him out of the Cathedral. The Bishop slipped into the :
and we were beckoned up inside the altar rails to be &
thereby breaking right into the middle of the seryice) trody ,
went to the bride’s house with—I should think g Later o
and all the priests and the two local civil affairs Omcerir relatiye
a glass of wine. » 10 haye
It was very cold up there in the hills and snow wag
we left—yet they-have no fireplaces!
Letter from Lord de Saumarez to say that there
articles on AMGOT in The Times—but we never are ty,,
these accounts, and whether they are good or bad | dosee any op
The letter is very amusing and it has been passeqd anot knoy,
office, the Italo-Americans and the Sicilian professor. row?d the
amused as we were. After saying how helpfyl ti‘: being 4
prisoners of war, mainly Sicilians, have been to the f; € Italigy,
Garthynghared (Dolgelly, Merioneth) and how Ch"mers Neay
are, he goes on to say that he has just finished Arth:-'erf'ul they
book The Years of Endurance, and “was much intf:regtr Bryany
(on page 265) ‘how Nelson sent an S.0.S. to Gen;_. ecli to finq*
Stuart (who was at Minorca) to bring 1,000 Britig.h‘:a Charleg
save Sicily from invasion. He duly arrived at Palerm “'ffantry to
1799 with the soth and 89th Regiments; and within ﬁo In Marg},
landing was on the road to Messina. Having draft ve hoursof
. 5 ed a m
plan of defence, he armed the inhabitants as a kind of 1 aster]
—_which must have in later years been a great hel tO'rne Guarq
of banditry, Mafia, vendettas, and the like! The SIEC'?. all for
of fitting a tommy-gun into a fiddle case was a bril]l° lan. ter
The quantity of ammunition, guns, grenades, ame:lam Idea,”

Fan

falling as

ticularly German, in the hands of Sicilians to-day mal:ld par-
shudder for the future. It is even said that some of thae eshone
m haye

field-guns stowed away for future use. I wonder!

Wednesday, 29th December 1943

Monsignore Ballo (the Bishop of Mazara del
192 €l Vallo) to see

4 he i8 much concerned over his schools. These schools
mes ant " e more trouble than probably any other problem in
= _gwﬂﬂcation_ First of all, at the very beginning of the Allied
fralia? f’du the Church in this diocese opened schools to the
nonfourtee" or thereabouts as they argued (and I think
i justiCE) that, as we had come to destroy fascism,
restrictions placed upon them by fascism would go
L ehis view they say was confirmed by the supreme Allied
—and B2 ¢ the time. Anyway, being a believer in liberty
aumorlgjom which I hold to intensely, their position seems a
anq c};rle A d it is no good arguing, as some of my staff
Jog! chat if they had the power they would not permit liberty
e, o as in the case of Spain. Two blacks do not make a
0 ?the‘i:;rthemwre’ in my relations with Mazara and with
white- | Lavitrano [ have always been left with the feeling that
m-h“aact of recent years upon them makes them more genuine
the. 11Tlf:.s o liberty than their opponents would credit. In dis-
belufve this matter some time ago with the Bishop of Mazara
cussmgdre Gliozzo the Jesuit I told them that the liberty which
and P zaim ed from the state was not their exclusive right alone
they :woul d apply equally to private schools and to the Walden-
'.’-bup,-gtesmm schools, and at this they never demurred.
slﬂi rt from the fact that I believe that they have a strong point
heﬁathe\’ say we came to sweep away fascism and as fascism
w od cl;urch schools, so free church schools should be allowed
i)sn:eopem there are also two other facts we should bear in
i The church schools of the ‘parified” type (such as Padre
Glioz70's and Padre Zingali's Dom Bosco School here) are much
shead of the ordinary sta te school despite the fact that they were
rettered by state influence. (1 am'a"lso told by Lieutenant Barone
und many others that the ‘parified” private schools are also
guod-) Furthermore it is clear that in these ‘parified’ schools,
ivate and church, there was always an undercurrent (and the
only undert‘-urrem) of resistance to our enemy-—fascism. There-
fore my m'erlta_l processes operate very simply in this matter—
(If they are not against us they are forus’.

Under Lord Rennell and General McSherry, with Spofford as
Chief of Staff, this view w hich 1 took was very simple as it
reflected their own. But now the position is becoming much
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more difficult. In the first place Lord Stans
although I find him a charming person, ang very cordj
relations with one, he is not likely to agree with l
indeed, he (perhaps humorously) calls the e
schools ‘fascist”.
However, more serious than the fact that
not in sympathy with church ed ucation, becauselﬁglc:iss \t:}?sg ate j
tical background, is the attitude of the American memb, ole Poli.
staff. Unlike us in England, where we are used tq Chers o{'my
Catholic and Methodist schools which evyen receive Hoh ang
port, they cannot get used to such an idea at all. The State g,
simple straightforward educational system of state duv_-w- top
a result they have never liked my allowing the Bisho Ation, A,
tain the schools he has already opened (as long as he dvie ain.
for state subsidies) and, as the Bishop is having trollb]es 1ot a4
Provveditore of the Province, who resents any peyw scl With the
limitation to his powers as the State’s Ed ucatiénal Dire{‘::lt)ls as
support the latter. They are quite right in that j¢ sim l_‘;il‘. the
administration to abolish these schools, but | belief tfies oy,
diversity there is freedom, whergas there ig loss i: that in
operated with uniformity. I thought, however, that Ih da State
the whole question by saying that the free church Schozls f:lved
oy

not be closed by us, as they were opened in the early stage of g
0O tle
t

gate is here

hurch of England:;

invasion, but no more would be opened withoyt reference
office, and meanwhile their courses and €Xamination
controlled by a special commission set up by the Bishop
Provveditore. I think now that this arrangement i :‘md e
English—it involves the principle of Compromise—_54 thea;; .
veditore would appear (from what the Bishop has just told s
to be pressing still for the suppression of these free schoolg ttie)
[ have told the Bishop that this arrangement mygy stan;]
Ject to some final solution by the Italjan Governmeng a s
as long as I am here I will see that this ¢ ) ity
tained. But he is very uneasy as he feels that the Moment
back is turned the arrangement will he sabataged_ Y
At the moment the whole tendency is towards anti—clepj
and there is much bitter thinking among ce
circles against the Church and for that re
is fraught with terrible difficulties, and t
134

S Woulq be

i=clericaligy,
rtain mtellectual
ason alone thig question

O Support g PrOPOSition

> dng
al in hig

i ithout takin
heer merits of the case a.lone, without g
o this O the: to the charge of favouring one side. That it
such & 1 one 0};‘3&13 weaker side pleases me, as if there is any

sidest ¢ momen t ought to be on that side rather than the

is 8¢ e of discr eLion:k
: ejﬂ : erry fellow with whom one can joke freely—
o Bishop 18 & 7 : ich he i roud, and he is a
The PIS ht of Malta, of whic e is very p s &l | :
peis & RUET - d Master, a certain prince [Ludovico Prince
friend of the della Rovere] in Rome. He was able to tell me
Ghjgi-x}lban} the history of the order which interested me very
someth}"g e wn Order of Saint John was really once a branch of
much- our Dwas suppressed, and in the last century was restored
_and ther mewhat different form, and as a Protestant

i A in a SO

=5 psten;fving allegiance to the Grand Master.
not

order

cember 1943 ] 3 2
Thursdays i‘} gliﬁo?eMazara back again this morning. Catinella and
1

The Bis both in despair as they think that I give too much
jardina are llers and as a result the®decrees and many letters
. me to the ¢2 ft do not get as much”attention as they should.
which they clrathe Military Government Educational Division
Indeed: Wh?tl out the pair of them I do not know. There is nota
would do Wl:l‘ law, and about procedure, which they do not find
thing phoutt 1ea re;ult, from the beginning we have never acted
Sto the law of the land. Military necessity and the
ere contrarg. n the Military Government would have been suffi-
wer Vf?sw.fd necessary act.s, but we have always linked them up
cient to]usﬂl?‘ laws on the matter, so that as a result what we
with the i ‘llﬁast provided fascist methods are not perpetuated
hiye HOmE w:lt Itali’an Government. Every appointment has been
by the prese'a and it is no use any future Italian Govemmt?nt,
made that Way litical views, wishing to remove the anti-fascists
becaus€ of lts‘il;(;ed by suggesting that they have been appointed
we have 3';2]‘3‘“ is particularly important as it is known that some
illegally: : ‘ e;:)plc around the present Italian Government are
of t.} e 1evas tl-?e s are going to make a clean sweep of the new men
i o atitﬁnists'. If this is done with educational officials it
asjfeollaber to the law. Catinella has been in prison once for
ill be contrary 0 : o,
}Tnlove of the Allies, and he has exerted himself to the utmost in
is
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these times to see that no pretext of disloyalty to Valgrog
brought legally against those who have assisted us ip, B n. :
of the fascists. Yet these men who have been our hej £ ri
ella, Martino, Baviera, Petroncelli, Crosti, Guarner; .
Ferretti, Sellerio, Giardina, father and son, and all of tl‘l:i‘m h 1,
remained throughout strong and patriotic Sicilians ang lte':li ave
We have not found it necessary to use turncoats. ang,
Recently T have had much trouble with a religioyg dick
which comes down to the fundamental difference of pojn of I
between most of my officers, on the one hand, and Shf-‘rwgodvlew
myself on the other. Washburne, who is the most indefar; and
worker I have ever seen, with a tremendous grasp of thégable
blems of school organization and education has been respon Pro.
for fine work in the revision of text-books. The fascise bzlble
were absolutely impossible—even arithmetic and grammay okg
polluted by the most insidious propaganda. During the Cour‘:em
the meetings of the revision committee, Professor Ferreti Pe of
fessor of Education in the University, proposed a refopy, o'f‘ ro-
of the syllabus, and this met with the approval of Washp o
who holds much the same views. As this was resenteg b Urne
other members of the committee, who did not wish & seg the
lowering of the prestige of Latin, Greek, and religion any
‘modernism’, it was decided by Washburne to isgye Ferret!)'
proposals as a separate document which would not be obligas ti's
upon the teachers, but would be a guide for new methodgs or
new ideas if they wished to accept them. y and
The result has been the breaking of a most unholy gt
To-day the Cardinal’s representatives flocked down to iy :f;iml
with Padre Gliozzo. Then started a series of meetings wh-ce
about consumed the day. First I saw them, heard their vie ich
and then had conferences with Washburne and Koopinan ws,
studied the passages of which they had complained, ang w};i al:’d
had not seen before. But what a battle. The Church wouldc :
yield a point, and neither would Washburne. Then | put thn°t
into committee to decide what were the points exactly y em
which they disagreed, and at the end of a long day got 4 fon
ment. Some passages which the Church considered diéagrega;?'
to them in the Programme of Studies will stand, ag long as :

proper definition is given of the word Facoltativa, which Carlton
186

pers, Catin‘

hburne) used in the American educational sense of *elec-
'(wfs-and which is somewhat different to its meaning in Italian,
five’s ™ hand I have undertflken to scrap the document with
on e"n ad -pmgressive' notions of education which it con-
e % aly is not ready for such ideas—and in any case, by the
is, they will be out of date. Furthermore, the idea of
e s_he e, orts has not yet occurred to them. I have told Sherry
miniorlt.‘._’ {;e{; selo to tell him not to print this document on the
Cabled and also to send a similar letter to George Geyer, our
inlanc officer in Region III (Naples). Carlton nearly wept
ucation decision had to be taken—as he has done a great deal
when thlsn this question. Ferretti, his fellow-educational colla-
of work ';i“ do more than weep—he will dance with rage when
porators £ the decision I have had to take.
he hei“::y for my part I hope that is the end of the long quarrel
Yn tI;e clericals and anti-clericals over the, reform of the
bet‘feel and text-books. It has been a good thing to have it—
currict aboth sides have been well represented, and just because
u5:e arrived at a solution which nobody considers ideal—I
We.ha it is ideal, as it is a fair compromise between the many
billfﬂ\: points of view which are sweeping this country at the
v:-eseﬂt time. : T . srate
Linked with all this ?usm‘es.s is the questmr} of the_ Cardinal’s
eree, honorts causa. The Cardinal stuck to his post in the days
deﬂ:e {nvasign, and that is why he was the first principal digni-
::ry or one of the first at any rate, with whom General
Al e;;ande" conferred on our arn\:alfso I am told. 'H-e has been a
«tabilizing factor, whatever one’s views atfo'ut r(fhglon may be.
Therefore it would not have been surprising if he had been
ted an honorary degree at the opening of the university in
recognition of his services at the time when some of us were
equally honoured. But I am told there was a scene when the
matter was raised in the Sm‘lat.e—one member of extreme anti-
clerical views is reported (it is probably an exaggeration) to
have jumped on the table and s}lf)}nted ‘To Ht?ll with the Car-
dinal and to Hell with tlfc Pup:.‘! .1 he Rector wisely decided not
to allow the question of the L.zn_'{lmal’s degree to go forward at
that time lest the Allied authorities got involved in what was a

domestic, even if acute, quarrel. ¢ m
187 /\_"*. i
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Now the matter has been raised again, and I have beey, sl
to use my good offices. Asaresult] !‘lave !md several confere e
with the Rector and also with the anti-clericals and I haye v
bargain with the latter. Pr_of'essors Ferretti and Sellerig will staa
away from the next meeting of the Senatus Academicys -
will meet to-morrow to confer the degree upon the C‘“‘dina[lc-h
absentia, and certain accusations being made against Profe in
who is Dean of the Faculty of Letters, about hig in*’::n-
R

Ferretti, R :
(and consequent administration) of certain verbali op

pretation
the Faculty have to stop.
By this means I believe both sides have been done 3 i
my intervention—and I have at any rate avoided a series of
scenes which could have done no good to the universj ugl]
would have reflected upon us as the Government. But thisye anq
lasting negotiating, this mixture of cajolery and firmness, w:::-
S

one out. .

Friday, 81st December 19453
The last day of the year. I have had a final conference with g
e

Cardinal’s representatives and settled to their satisfactiop
vexed directive to schools in its final form. (The exact teys the
not settled yesterday although the principle was achieyeq th“’as
I have gotten the Cardinal’s degree settled t00—Profe en,
Ferretti and Sellerio having gone to the country, the messf’rs
conferred it in absentia with unanimity. Thus we cloge theetln
with Palermo University in an entirely different positiop 5 Vear
it was when it began. Gone is the Colonel of the Fascist M‘j‘i’_hfit
(Leotta) who was the Rector and who made anti-British Spee llltla
Then it was whole and now it has suffered bombing and de chesg,
tion. But now that it has been partly repaired sk it :;r ue-
classes and examinations are taking place, and what is e » 1ty
portant, it has new chairs founded, in Albanian especially foe Im-
community, in Psychology and Social Anthropology (with r that
Institute of Anthropology created out of the Folk Museun, anewy
Casa Cinese), and a scandalous quarrel between the (’lﬁricart the
anti-clericals at least resolved (if not healed). At Messi § and
have restored the Faculty of Letters—democracy has l‘enla we
what fascism took away. The text-books for the schoolp aceq
the programmes of studies are finished, and fascism jg ;emd
138

T

¢ 1
f]l;:dquaj‘ters!
sta

rim :
Palein the next few days [ hope to finish my work for Messina

an g

iolize the state of
that i
el £0

tion his kind thoughts for the season, and reminded me more

and more "
pishop or ™

out in the schools. I feel very tired but satisfied—and glad
did not €0 forward to Naples with the main body of this

for we could not have finished all this work which
and had to be finished, here. Furthermore, we have got
o University on its feet and in a healthy condition again,

d
ived a kindly thought from the Jesuit college in the

I have rece : ;
of their dedication mass for the New Year, which may sym-
peace which has arisen. I hope, as a Protestant
¢ will do me good, and no harm to those so kindly inten:
wards us. The Bishop of Mazara del Vallo called to
T f one of those pictures one sometimes sees of the jolly
tred abbot of olden times.

My crowning pleasure, at thf: end of a satisfactory day, was

Jast act of the year, when I signed, in my large palatial office
in the gl.owing tx‘wltgflt,'the autln.o{'ity approving the articles for
e Anﬂ.lwpolugwal bOC}Ety of Stc.ﬁy, the foundation of which I
have sponsored, and the idea of which has been taken up with the

reatest keenness by all to whom I talked about the need for it.
“The Society added to Ehc Ir'lstitute, which is now legally author-
ized as part of the. university, means that I have been able not
merely 0 help Sicilian scholarship to develop badly needed
institutions. but I have bl:':en able to help my own subject.

[ August 194 According to the latest information from Paler-
mo it is quite clear that the Anthropological Society of Sicily, and
ihe Anthropological Institute of the University, have been highly
successful. The Institute alone enrolled over 700 students in this
its first year. This must be the biggest teaching Institute o;‘
Anthropology in th:? world! It is larger than nian}' faculties.
Another instance of the amazing rebirth of academic life in

\

Sicily is provided by the rapid growth of the Faculty of Arts of '

Messina University, which was suppressed by the fascists and
now has 580 students in its first year.

[ Later: August 1945. I hear that the Rome Government has
suppressed the highly successful Institute of Social Anthropo-
logy. This cannot have been for financial reasons as the number
of students assured its success—and it can only be taken as
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man opposition to Sicilian (anq 1

another instance of Roman
Jdemocraﬁc) development Wthh must always be rESented b

‘highly organized central bureaucracy, whether it is fascist o
called ‘democratic” or “socialist”. Local democracy congg T So.
with bureaucratic dictatorship. rts i)
| [Later still: January 1946. A recent report from Sicily

that there are now altogether 2,800 students of the Insﬁtstatea

Social Anthropology- But since the Institute has been vir:::l;)f
Y

| suppressed it is not surprising to learn that the students are
o. It is such arbitrary and hostile acts of ata

| loss what to d : s
tralized government which must feed the flames of Separcen-
atist

' feeling.]

Saturday, 1st January 1944
Received orders to proceed immediately to Naples. [ o,
3 try-

ing to avoid going till after the opening of the Messina Up;
sity on the grd, as there is still so much work to do; ang Niver.
case Carlton is on his way there now to carry on for memtiall]n
arrive. I
The Provveditore agli Studi (Dr. Albeggiani) with dic
considerable members of the educational world of the pro“_l(mt
arrived to-day in formal state, and took me by surprise b Vince
ing to me a New Year address, to which I had to replyread"
Koopman, Sherry, and Catinella being present. The Ch);r_‘l?ob
good manners and friendly forethought of these high min
takes one so often unawares. gh officialg
I have heard an account to-day which illustrates once aga;
danger involved in bringing certain types of ltalo.Ag;m.ﬁle
officers to Italy; and rather gives point to Raffa’s stor E;lcan
Captain-Quartermaster who was sent to Italy as an alte rrf; t(') the
standing a trial by court-martial. e to
I have received information from Sta. Agatha that a §; 3
American officer went about Christmas to stay with his it
mother not far from that town. On arrival he found th
peasant in tears—her two grandsons (and cousins of the € old
officer) had just been put in jail by the local marescia};;un
criminal charges. Upon hearing which, our bold lieutenant, fullon
righteous indignation that the kin of any American of
should be so incommoded for highway roi)bery by a ‘me:;"'
140

o man, EAVE his gun belt a hitch, drew his revolver, advanced
pollthe jail, and by the power vested in him by the President’
g:non‘lmiSSi on, and the fact of our conquest, restored the pair t:
e & rmd_matemal‘ bosom. Meanwhile the marshal of the police
5 * fraid to complain lest the officer should do him a mischief if

id 8O-
'g‘his emphasizes once again that men of great character and
 throw outs’' are what. are wanted here in military govern-

d language qualifications are the least in the balance

ent—-—-ﬂ]l h
hed against character.

when weig

Gundayy ond Janiary 15

Gherry and I-to Messina in a jeep, our own car being unable to
n-avel because its tyres ax_‘e not good enough, and we cannot get
pew Ones: T]-le.weather is now very cold and we did not look
forward to this journey. However the weather was fine. It is one
of the best journeys in the world. The lavender grows along the
ide in some places like bushes, and the geraniums are so
big that they often_ form h.edges. On the left is the blue sea of the
Mediterranean, with jutting headlands, sometimes with castles .
and towers upon them, and on the right beyond the orange and
lemon groves rise the mountains of Sicily. For part of the wa
the road is straight, which is unusual in this country. Every mili
or so the road crosses a wide valley mouth down which torrents
dash at times from the mountains to the sea. For much of the

ear they are just dry valley bottoms of rock, although now, at

the deepest part of the wide river bed, a torrent flows stron ’i
for we are in the rainy season. It is a pity to see this waterg g(;
badly needed for power and irrigation, running to waste in ’this
way———bm then Sicily is a neglected and backward country
Normally these valley mouths are spanned by long bridges borh
for the road and the railway, but they have all gone now—the
Germans having been very thorough in their demolitions. Our
sappers have laid concrete roadways through the river bt;ds SO
that going slowly and with care we can pass through the torrent
bed—but here and there trucks lie below this concrete ford-wa
where, through less careful driving, they have been swept ovef-
the edge.

Termini is a quaint old-fashioned town where at one place the
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