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i the meal if there was any sweet M_atlnElIa ; Ske:
W ) £ {
pleasan rr“as a good meal. But the Restivm time, ang She A the.
have be 1o e which those who kn ew E'thos did oy mindrw%d
Pmﬁ:w:ﬂ oﬂerifjed. We had dinner “';rher of thep, lea ﬂ'ﬂe
liﬂ‘itc;; or Asu:o‘h and Professor Martine th? de Pasqy :“"id
thihng;h lﬁs:? artist—but paints, what are A being Preseng ingg,
apprecatian o the walls of a lunatic asylyy, | Pl ‘mi-rh't
iy don of this modernism. The ﬂi'o(!y m, 1 feap | ha e,
so—and Sherry was very merry. | sp;:lats 80od anq theve o
much of
Irly tin]
e

talki i i ¢
Ing to Ascoli. He is a remarkable map, a ph
» @ physician g
Universit e Va

51:1(:1; b% the fascists from his Chair in the
Syl :[‘:; 3 1;:zrlrathﬂ-:r' h‘ad Jewish blood—ip, physi useh:
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au”mri_zm e I.:m-.',[illu-(_-s) wrote them one in EHP&;(‘:ted 2%
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7 ¥ p eased with their passes—anq I onl s
2 1e all right—or else they are sure to ; el they
shg!l have to do something about it — s
.-\P];:::nﬂg: i::-"iq: "'*"kk > Sicily Colontoni has been migs;
s ﬁ_J s ;(m ! 1;0:::11 leave after | left, althou, ']:“33“! .
cord h;sp;ém omhf 1e Military Government, and l'romg “helm
= profitably engaged—as anyone can be i < ‘I =
1appens to be possessed of a sound ca "" ey
= r. This he has,

unt of it home at i
1 ls

cer, by whom he was employed

ice, the car that officer no longer
leaving Sicily, and
get hold of this

J pack from the offi
hﬂ"’.mg Ig;:k him into my sery
pefore { gave my car back to its owner before
needs: (mfcted Sherwood to get another car, or
hich Colontoni is now driving.) Anyway, I put the whol'e
e {0 the capable hands of the Variscos—and Colonton is
rvice to-night, carand all, but looking very sheep-

hal, and 1 suspect amply supplied with funds as a result of

¢ escapades. ;
in Sicily in these days is like living as a baron in the
: Ages, except instead of a poignard you have an auto-
M’qglien ygur pocket, and you make good your will with a bold
e ven if it sometimes hides a palpitating heart.

front—"¢

jsh wit

15t February 19%%
Cocchiara at the Pitre Museum. Mr.

Lund,gd with Professor i :
Mrs. Catinella there and Major Sherwood. Cocchiara is try-
ing to get me 3 set of Italian anthropological wc.rkx \}rhichl 1 z‘ihall
be g[ad to have. Professor de Stefano, of the Historical Suc:e.-ty.
who put the Storia Patria at the disposal of the Anthropological
Society for its inaugural meeting, also came 10 hmch: An exu'al-
Jent lunch—as always with Cocchiara. So good that it was with
difficulty that I got back to the office in Palermo by 8 p.m. to
meet Monsignor Carroll. We had a cordial talk at which he ex-
ressed much concern at my possible departure for London,
where I am expecting to go to work in planning for German
education. He was also greatly exercised at the attitude of the
Rector of Naples University (Omodeo), whom he considered as
tantamount to being an atheist, and he disagreed with Koop-
man’s viewpoint, when the latter justified, if necessary, appoint-
ing an atheist in a Catholic country as the rector of an important
aniversity. I was able to tell the Monsignor that I had had a talk
with Omodeo who had emphasized that he was not necessarily
anti-religious at all, and in any case he had given me his assur-
ance that he was not using, and would not use, his office for the
purpose of furthering anti-clericalism or any other political deve-
lopment. This interview is like so many our office has had to
handle with pressure coming from all sides; on this occasion it
was the Church, but often enough it is the Labour Front, since
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i er controls the youth of l'taly’ controls
L i o w':?:ture. It seems to be the Allies alone

L e i .
s :ma::eThework of the Educational Divisiontoaless impor-
who "el:gm .gmgries J (commerce), banking, and other purely
mic functions of government. Perhaps that comes of be-

longing to a nation of shopkeepers. :
- problems I have had to deal with during

Among the many ve urin
these busy days of my return to Sicily has been one which is
typical of the country. In Baucina, the town where live the

Variscos, there was a family of very low class, which had served
fascism faithfully, and one member of which family was a per-
sonal enemy of the Avvocato Varisco. As soon as the Allies
entered the fown they came out with every sort of accusation
against this family, and accused Signora .Varlsm of being a
fascist, and did their best to get them imprisoned by the Allied
Civil Affairs Officer who arrived in due course. All this came to
my notice shortly after Signora Varisco joined my office, since |
insisted upon Major Raffa carrying out a thorough investigation
on her suitability for employment, during which inquiry all these
affairs came to light and were thoroughly examined. The posi-
tion when thoroughly investigated came down to this: Signora
Varisco was an American citizen, of Sicilian parentage, who had
married a Sicilian. The Federal Secretary of the Fascist Party
had decided that she was to be the local secretary of the fascist
wonien’s organization in Baucina. She had refused, until it be-
came dangerous to protest any further. But instead of functioning
in the office, all she did was to give to the poor of the town the
funds she was sent from Palermo for purposes of this women’s
guild. When the Federal Secretary realized that Signora Varisco
was not performing her duties properly he threatened severe
measures against the family. At that stage her husband was
driven, in their defence, to plead that Signora Varisco could not
be compelled to carry out these functions as she was not an
Italian national. This led to a writ being served upon him to
appear in court to answer for his obstruction of the party’s mea-
sures. (I have actually seen the document.) Varisco’s position
was extremely difficult, as there is little doubt what judgement
the court would have given. But he was saved by the Allied
invasion.
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No sooner were the enemy driven out of Baucina, and a mili-
overnment régime established, than, as 1 have observed,

tary E + criminal family of fascist antecedents came forward to

g ncna ainst them as fascists! For a time they were successful
mfoﬂll"‘d ngg things unpleasant, until the Civil Affairs Officer had
n mam find out the true facts when he gave these people short
““‘_eft When Signora Varisco joined the staff of the Education
g':iq.i on not a word was raised further on this issue. According
tolSi:’-} ilian ways of thinking Signora Varisco was far too near the
¢hrone to be impugned any further. y

But I had hardly left to move my main office to Naples when
sedition of every sort broke out in Baucina. The old charges were
prought up again, and these villains and their kinsfolk had the
audacity to come into Palermo, raising th.eir -'::rie.?, even piquet-
ing the street if‘l which the advocate anFl his wife lived, and way-
laying the maidservant as she came in and out, as a form of
terrorizing them.

In the midst of this situation 1 returned. It was, for these
blackgua"ds- as though someone had risen from the dead.

There was only one way to deal with the situation, and that
was the firm and forceful way. Orders were given for the
Maresciallo of Baucina to march the whole of the men-folk of this
family into Palcrm{.: .r.n see me. Then they were kept two days in
my ante-rooms waiting to see me, among the dozens of others
waiting for audience, standing up and bowing low every time
one of my officers or myself passed through. This is a useful
‘softening up” process, always worth while employing where
meditation on past sins is liable to make a contribution to reform.
Then I handed them over to an American and an English police
officer, both of whom were attached to my staff for investigation
purposes, and an hour’s interrogation soon drew out of them
their own fascist past and misdeeds. The result is we have
enough to put them in a concentration camp in north Africa for
quite a time. Furthermore, as the more respectable of the group
happens to be a schoolmaster, I have given orders for him to be
moved to another town from the one where he lives now, and if
there is any more trouble with this family, I have told them that

I shall send the schoolmaster to take an appointment in the
Lipari Islands. They have left the office cringing and cowed, and
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[ think We have seen the end of thig troub] i ‘
Baucina upside down in the last fe weeks, ::-.r b b ¢
Poor people here in the heart of Palermg

itself, Orized
e whole incident is typical of the
in Sicily, where life i

N all its aspects
with entirely different standards of judgemere i rom g
Wednesday, ong February 1944
Padre Gliozzo and Professor Catinell, w
cerned this morning at the thought thay | might hele':ery%
England as soon as Colonel Smith Bets back to reliey, VIg fop,
both seemed determined to PUt a spoke i, my Wheel: m"*’uu
me in Italy! The rectors all talked simi]arly, We are in :nd ketp
where orders are not taken too serioys] Y. How fascism °°“any
Sicily down defeats me. e"e"héld
To-day, in company with Captain Ha
leave of Palermo and left for Messing a
convoy, our car being accompanied by
(Hare's batman) and Colonton; tray
the luggage, and Sherry and I in Ha .
there is always trouble on these juumeys, was at Termini 'f‘?l'
something went wrong with Hare's tyre. " Whey
Somewhere beyond C. efall, before reaching g, Stefan
trouble with our car, tyre mal ang most
trouble, for all the tyres are wearing out and they Cannot e
placed. It would have been thought €4Sy 10 replace themr'&
military tyres since these cars are used for military b
but that is not possible. It

re and sy » T ton1
gain, We U‘A\relledto'nk

Captain Hare'g &

elling together iy, iy

: Ours e

re’s car, The firse truubl;:.th

erry

= 0 We
S again, the nor » W hag

was done at firg; in the carly day:e:;-
the invasion, but so many tyres leaked on to the black Iln
that it has now been decreed that all civilian ca

civilian tyres in order to assist

; I'S must hay onl
the milita ry police in Coping With

the situation.

At this place we had our lunch—the ey

having laden Sherry and me with provisioj

er-hospitable Var;
roast goat and some of their excelle

ns, bread, chee

S€, some
nt wine, and Bj)| Hare g4
Tony having brought with them their sandwiches made
ration meat. The roadside had small hedgerows

and lavender, and we

OWS of geranjym,
ate our meal under an olive t
brambles growing

ree, with wilg
around, and the sea beyond th

€ road loolting
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:_ut tltis'cuswm is not necessarily

nl;e it is }i:ound also in Calabria
o-night I stayed with P :

_ rofessor Martj

country ¢ o

& Stezn:::t:;ge at S. Stefano dj Brigame;' the Rector., ..

house is in a r2:11th: J' ﬂl(: e additia;‘ m.]:;:m na a‘; :a:h

/ L ote and romantic i ¢ir na 1

in the garage in a country lane Pl putﬁr:ea') e

river, the b i Wil ¢ car
» the bed of which was very broad witi':l | S e; :
v * 1 the Str Sl
Strea

limpidly in t i :
A 1e middle, amo
= I s ng the rock m"-lllnb,
= :_,d this \; ater-course with the aid of :o;‘d bouiders, éind, o
so0, reachi i =
from tf'le riw:mgv:-]?e ?t}mr side, found smn:fthe largermc“’
Sl r. Winding our way upwards [:teps leading . *
Se\'cralhlm) passing an alleyway off to the ri‘ h)r the aig Olg'l o
s gardu.:es. we reached the top of the }f; i :
L~ o | i i
reached the :—md court, wherein a terrier waleIEt ume
ector’s house. Overhead was th dark"‘g. We 5
e dee
P blue
" of
I'ltl“yslde ang t

the result
ofSara
CeN infly..
Uene,

night sky, and there was the smell of
g““fns on the slowly moving 1 e -
Mediterranean ::r:tting.- S the
Shlwr‘leanwhile, whilst I stayed with th s
ne:rgtztﬁz:qi::th her mother, the Pfin’:;cl:;:;aan‘! his Wife
Medsiiis, FAleantre,
Tb\rir.ral'u:\-. 3rd February 1944
‘ith Captain Hare
whom we ;]2:]31; s}:“il“;“ NH:I?-V e i
o im,eﬁtiga,i(,,; :;i,:.e(:‘ Fhere seems little doubt 5
by alleging, as all a(::t “.‘.:ro was a plot to nVcrtlu-oa\: el
Vsl Uppn‘.;\-in . .usu:.s do l:'c-‘r;_-, that he was a fagce the r.
and now they ‘ar:r f-n]:m rats! They are, as usual ":"lft e
kv e (‘I“Iglllﬂll‘d, as they well may E’Je :fl:ﬂy i}'ingl
occurred at the o ‘_m-hcd__!m'“g behind the dvisturba e
o 'nw{x::mgknl the university and mht::m il
any more trn;rb]o f-n‘ m.‘ me as a pretty low lot, and ifplom e
bc.taken. e Irm] some of them, drastic action will :here .
P l, [ think that we have seen the end of ‘hla\'e tu
by the plotting and !-Tl-w s0. But our work injlep sy ﬂﬂle b
everyone. I find that l' solad :u!d_ counter-charges made o
(mm:] e  that enemies _uf fascism are nlléged to bcaga[.ml
examine into the history of the cases fascisty
S s) and really bag

ersity doctﬁrs

clves as angels of light and democrats. It

Catania, that among the new
into existence, therearea

t thems
fascist P:,;s:r:red. for instance, at
has I:'Ben’sts whohave suddenly sprung
wmﬂ‘hm - mber of really bad ‘ ex'-fascists.
soodly n { read my Paper on blood-groups for the reopening of

T a}:mnia Academy, and 1 was made a corresponding mem-
i Peloﬂresemed with a very fine scroll, which was an unex-
ber ol P Jeasant surprise. Major Ramsay, Captain Crivon,
and Hare were present, as well as a fair sprinkling of
Nina completely overcrowded hall in which the

The rector read the paper for me, and it was
it was very technical, and, needless to say,
glad when it was over, except a few of the
that subject who happened to be present. It
curious d to make several references to the work of
was which T had studied very carefully when at Oxford before
= out here, and which to me seemed the most sensible work
tation of blood-groups which had come my way, and
was of Messina University.

interpre
gﬁddlgs ﬁIE:‘-‘-' I did not realize that he
. Messind has to its eredit two men who have done a great deal
sent knowledge of ethnology—Giuseppe Sergi

to help Ou¥ pre
J Lattes. :
& remony, and tire

S0

errye
flicers, @

o
g lace.
ing took P

readinf matter, a8

e
o = vere all very
searchers 1
that 1 ha

After the e d with the detailed problems of
the aniversitys We (Sherry and H.:u'e) Ieft‘wit‘h the rector for a
speedy visit to Taormina, ofmtm‘umg our dtSC!..lssionls on the way,
and then returned to the university for more discussions.

Taormina :s one of the prettiest spots [ have ever seen. It is
about thirty miles south of Messina, and rests on the top of a
hill, the slopes of which are covered with villas, all neatly Taid
out, one of which belonged to the e x-Kaiser, who was apparently

tourist centre. The

artly responsible for Taormina becoming a
streets were neat and clean, and everything so tidy that we could

not believe that we were in Sicily. On the top of the hill there isa
fine Greek amphitheatre, from which there are magnificent
views, and the whole form of the theatre is impressive. In the
streets were a few American soldiers, and in one café 1o which
nt for a cup of tea with Professor Martino's cousin, who
ed the visit, we found several playing darts, and a
r: but he was quite well behaved. The cousin of the
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rector is a poet also, like so many here, ap g, Avbes
and was once a newspaper editor and likely to te, T

again. The conversation turned upon separatism, g me. gne
»

does if you show a real interest in the country, ang th it alway,
friend he had with him were very strongfy it e and
question. The way the strength of this movemest«? in: thig
ignored outside of Sicily puzzles me, as we fing Pt‘:nlt is b .
turn who refer to it—and very few of them are df e at eyapy
opposition. I have noticed that the freemasong P Astical]y in

keen upon separatism—it seems that the membersparticuhﬂ.‘l
rite out here are particularly predisposed in thjs direct](:,r Scohisi-,
‘tion,

Friday, 4th February 1944
This morning I woke at 5 a.m. and had g hurried
kindly provided by my host, Professor Marting and fast
S. Stefano with him to pick up Sherwood at tl.1e Pr'th(':n left
d’Alcantrez’ house. As usual Colontoni, although he hmm
whole day to arrange everything, had neither co] lected ;
wheel which I had been promised by a local garage the Spare
whom I had assisted recently (Colontoni having hadpl:?Pnetor
wheel stolen the last time he was in Messina) nor h dls Spare
anyone that he had not got it, nor had he filled th: he tolq
petrol! We lost the first naval ferry across the straits o
quence, and had to go by the second whilst | was ﬁllt:d X .ﬂ Conse-
bodings about the journey—having only four tyres andw]:nm &fre‘
both their conditionand the state of the roads and the ow_
Bill Hare remained with Tony to ‘mop-up’ some :’lfﬂuntam_
standing work still to be done in the university. the out-
The ferry was a landing craft under command of
lieutenant, which had just come in from the Nettuno ba s
where the Fifth Army is landing south of Rome. It had b s
back as its back was broken. The rector, Signore and E's':‘n Sent
Lipari and Hare and Tony came to see us off at the beach G
Sicily, as always, looked beautiful as we left il-—\\-’ith. o
the distance covered with snow. This time “"“‘“!Ih]g nurt]-ma n
through Calabria, we took the coast road after ]13551'"" N‘IWards
There is little doubt that the people here are punrcfan:ic?‘i‘tr?'
more primitive even than in Sicily. At Paola, where we o
the night, some of the people on the whole seemed so e
204 Panse

Pessa
d had 4

hal'dli’ have

that it would have been more in keeping if their skins
wn or black instead of white. Their condition could
been higher than that of some of the Arab com-
. . in north Africa.
““'mme.,_here was no Civil Affairs Officer, and I think that some
Her]e ck of direction and leadership about the place may have
of the It T that fact: it seemed as though he had been with-
et ‘Eas part of the policy of handing over to the Italian
Gl ment as soon as possible) before the place had been pro-
Gaver? anized. Sicily has been slower, apparently, than the
r‘l m;]g in foregoing the services of that hard-worked official
m“’“‘“g A.0. (Civil Affairs Officer)—with appreciable benefits
___qle 1f’as a consequence. While he is there, and if he is the
e A ian for the job, as so many of them are, at any rate things
ngtht‘;:,m, and towns are cleaned up and communications
dev.;lh?ff::oming on the way through the Italian governed terri-
from Reggio northwards we were held up badly by two
t;,-umh Jorries full of Italian ex-prisoners or soldiers. The more
Colontoni sounded his horn the greater fun ‘they thought it to
hold us up: The lorries were crowded, s0 that it looked as thoug.h
man could not fall down. Tired of this, Sherry and 1 acted in
s remeditated concert. [ put my automatic out through the
::;Edow on the left, and he his shotgun through the rear windo:w
on the right, and as soon as they saw them they all fell down in
2 flash and the lorry swung to the side of the road and let us pass.
Then the same thing started again with the lorry in front, the
jeering and then the falling-down act. This is a strong man’s
country at the present time, where the man who holds a weapon
and will use it if need be will win his way.
Bill Hare told me the other day of personal chastisement
handed out by a C.A.O. The C.A.O. saw a man in one of the hill
towns of Sicily beating his mule and then go round to the head
and kick it in the mouth. The Captain stopped his car, got out
and felled the man with his fist, But it was no doubt misplaced
justice and indignation—as I am certain the muleteer does not
know to this day for what he was smitten.
The inn at which we stayed rejoiced in the name of the
Albergo Imperiale! It was because of this very Imperial Hotel,
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of which Professor Martino had told me on the beach,'that- I had
altered our journey to the coast route, instead of going inland
through Cosenza, where I neither trusted to the hospitality of
the officer in charge of the administration there, nor ro.the
couple of sparrows and poor pasta for fifty lire at t!'le inn,
Students travelling from Calabria to Messina University had
mentioned to the rector that there was an inn open here—itself

a phenomenon these days, and, whatever it was like, it was at

least some point for which we could make, without the fuss of

having to ask a mayor to find us a billet. It was a queer place,
many of its windows broken because of war. At the end of this

Iong: cold day, instead of alighting, half frozen, from our car to

face a good Italian meal of pasta, with perhaps some goat’s flesh,

or even chicken if we were lucky (for our estimation of the capa-
bilities of the Hotel Imperial had grown as the miles passed
beneath our wheels), we were told that they could give us nothing
to eat at alll We had to unpack our rations from the car, and,
choosing a downstairs room in which there were two beds which
looked clean, we put them and our luggage there, and then
having been assured they could find accommodation for Colon-
toni we set out to find a place for the car, there being no garage
attached to the hotel, and no-one would think of leaving a car in
the open overnight here. Further down the street we found an
Italian subaltern with a small detachment in a large room with
double doors, and there they had their office, orderly room, and
barrack room—so into this we drove the car for the night.

The hotel was very clean despite the dismal reception and its
general untidiness, and I think it was quite unnecessary for
Sherry to use his anti-vermin powder, but as he said it was better
to be sure than sorry. Their wine, the only thing we could buy
from them, was good and cheap, and we drank a great deal of jt.
The rain fell dismally, and so, there being nothing to see and
nowhere to go, we went early to bed, I writing up this journal in
bed. It becomes quite a labour when one is so tired.

Saturday, 5th February 1944
To-day we have had a dreadful journey—just as I feared when
we crossed the straits yesterday without a spare tyre. Our luck
broke at midday when we were in the high mountains, amidst
206

ow, and there the tyre was punctured. That was easily
the sn and while Colontoni was attending to the matter,
i) n’nd [ sheltered in a peasant’s cottage. This was in the
shfsl';-‘l’}o urhood of Monte Coccomello, and we had just about
m’.lgl-1 ed the line where the snow was giving way to warmer con-
rea':‘) hs, and the hillsides were sparsely covered with forest—
dition® il we had travelled through what looked like north-

joher up 8 ;
:;ﬁh]?:umpca“ forest, with snow and ice on the roads and in all

the dells. .
The cottage was one of several. They formed a short terrace

of two Storeys, the ground floor being a different cottage from
the upper, and they probably housed about four families in all,
Along the side of the grounr_J floor facing the road, were several
doors, the latch of one of which I lifted expecting to find my way
into the house, but I found myself in the pigsties instead,

Our peasants who gave us shelter, a man, his wife, and child,
lived upstairs at one end of this row of cottages, and crouched
over a wood fire which burned on a hearth, while draughts and

usts of wind penetrated from all around. Here, in Calabria, in
contrast with even the mountainous parts of Sicil ¥, the people are
more realistic, and, realizing that the winter in the Mediter-
ranean, especially at high altitudes, is very cold, pocket their
pride and build chimneys and have chimney pots on their cot-
tages and houses. Can it be that the lack of the chimney has some
historic explanation? Sicily has always been colonized and
settled, with the exception of the Normans, who were after alla
ruling class alone, by people from hot countries. Of the Sikels we
know little, but I assume they belonged to the Atlantic race and
were a branch of the White Libyans of the Egyptian monuments,
and therefore a north African people: then we have the Greeks,
the Carthaginians from north Africa and Palestine originally,
and later still the Arabs or Saracens from Barbary. Therefore, in
contrast to the mainland where the influence of the northern
peoples is stronger, the basic elements of Sicily are from lands in
which fires were not needed for warming purposes.

Anyway back to our peasant’s cottage. There was a wood fire
on the hearth, and around it a few primitive cooking utensils,
some drying pigs” trotters and sausages and chillies hung from
the smoky rafters. A few stools and wooden chairs were the total
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he chilly blast outside, we were more g,
- hands around the fire. It is strange how Co'i
pare clothes, does not seem to feel the cOldom
e northerners. While sheltering here the snow b as
and it was snowing quite hard when we Climﬁ:n
h with an egg, given to us by the ever-hospitaly d
[talian peasants. Some chocolate we ha({ was gratefully "ECEiv::
by the child. No matter how poor and primitive these people
some little store to give away tq ‘;e

pe they always have son 3
¥ heir threshold. They may drive a |

stranger who CTOSSES t
bargain in the shops, they may by consummate effrontery i

crease the prices manifold, to remove from the stranger, whe j
so rich in their estimation, some of his wealth, but once I:s
crosses the threshold, or in some other way shows his ﬁ'iendl‘e
ness, he will never g0 away empty-handed. I~
On again through these snow-clad mountains and along th,
winding dangerous roads, 2,000 or more feet above -‘;L‘a-levﬂe
We went on through Lagonegro, and down into the valley of g} ;
Diano ( Vallo di Diano) where the road ceased to wind so my, l]:
and became much straighter. We increased our speed, for ‘:
wished to reach Naples this night, instead, as on the last occ. e
sion, of spending the night at Potenza. River, railway, and ro:é
ran through this valley, with the mountains rising up steep]
particularly on our right. We passed Atena Lucana, where ll)ai.’
time I turned to the right over more bleak mountains to Pntenzat
and along which road, where it crosses the railway, there wer’
many signs of war- We passed a convoy of Indian troops, Whicz
went on for miles—and somewhere past Auletta, while the ca
was travelling at speed, we met with the accident which T lla;
feared. Another burst tyre, and this time the rotten inner tube
torn in ribbons. Colontoni nearly wept, and then swor
Justily, calling on all the saints at once, and we joined him, Hz
wanted us to stop the first civilian car and take a wheel, anq
he thought me mad that [ would not do so! I suppose I ha;[ th
power, but I had not the heart to do it. Fortunately we hag
passed, half a mile back, the furthest south British signal detach-
ment, a corporal and a few men, who were there to watch the
cable. All south of us lay territory already handed over to the
ftalian Army, and how we should have fared had we met with
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furnishings. After ¢

glad to warm ot
toni, in his thread
much as W
falling again,
into the car; €ac

was

is accident south of the Anglo-American military zone I do n
W, As it was, we put the car into the keeping of this detac‘}:
ents along Wl‘tll the box of excellent Sicilian oranges, a present
from padre Gliozzo, and our tools, and the corporal took us in
his eruck with our lup;gagc to Eboli, an hour's drive to the west
" onie of the chilliest journeys I have suffered in an open t . k
with the wind sweeping down from the cold hills: frompmenmh :
carried us to Sal‘emo, through the battle area of Battipa liaceang
ere I left Major Sherwood for the night, pushing oﬁ n; 1
with Colontoni to Naples. First, by stopping a civilian car ir“ir stf
main street of Salerno and explaining our predicament, I utle
Jift as far as a narrow bridge over a gorge at Cava de 'I"irrfn' .
and the hospitable driver of the car, who was only drivin; holnT
o5 far 8 Cava, wished to give us accommodation for theg ni he
At this narrow bridge, one arch of which had been destro e(% ht.
the enemy, and over which there was an improvised s e thy
military police stopped truck after truck to find if one wf:n’oi .
as far as Naples, and at last, after an hour’s wait in the col%l al:zgd
dark, poor Colontoni, terribly cold without a coat, and I found a
truck driven by two subalterns of the Palestine Regiment and in
this we completed our unpleasant, uncomfortable, and u'ndi i
fied journey to Naples, arriving at 10.30 p.m.; but Colon%gt;
was content to be home at last. What explanations to the por-
tiera, and how kind she was in producing a glass of Italian
cognac, which at last restored my circulation and made it easier

to face the

chilliness of my bedroom.

Sunday, 6th February 1944
To-day met the commission of the Royal Society of Naples
This was the reason why I had, at all costs, to get- into Naple;
Jast night.) The Royal Society of Naples is one of the first rank
in Italy, having had a distinguished record of service to science
and scholarship for over two hundred years, and associated with
it is the Pontaniana Academy which is even older—being the
senior academy, in point of age in Italy, so Lam told. Before the
fascist régime the Pontaniana Academy was independent, but one
of the fascist measures was to merge it with the Royal Society
The fascists could not stand anything which either was indepen:
dent or did not fit into some uniform mould. But this is not only
nr: o 209



o totalitarians—their disease is spreading ¢
the democracies as well. Arfyway, one of my Problems, besides
defascistizing the membership of the Royal Society and putting
on its feet again, is to decide what has to be done with the Pon.
taniana Academy. s I

Despite their age, these famous institutions exist only in
name at the moment. The Rector of the University, Omodeo
told me that when the Gurma_ns were rcll'c’atir.1g from Naples,
they were jeered at, SO they clau.ned, by two Ita}l:m sailors stand.
ing on the steps of the umve.rslty. Not ‘unly‘d:d they shoot the
alleged offenders, but, entering the um\.fel'.a‘lt_v‘, they fired that
part of it which housed the famous collections of MSS. and books
of the society and of the academy, and refused to permit the fipa
brigades to deal with the fires. As a result there is in the roomg
of the academy and of the society the most complete destructioy,

[ have yet seen. I never knew before that books could burn away

S0 comple:el_v~only a soft white dust being left of the learnip

of the ages. It is such acts as these that have disgusted the

Italians, as much as us, with their former allies.

Present at the meeting were Professor Adolfo Omodeo, the
Rector; Senatore De Lorenzo, Vice-President of the Roya]
Society ; Signora Bakunin, Professor of Chemistry, an old lad_); of
seventy years of age with a distinguished record in university
circles in Naples, who has lost her all in the destruction of the
Royal Society. Her rooms were beneath the Society’s, and the
Germans only permitted her to take away what she stood up in
a fur coat and a handbag was about all. Professor Bakunin, so f
am told, had a charmingly furnished home, and spent all her

stipend on entertaining, being well known for her hospitality,
Now she has lost everything and has no money, and, as her time
for retirement has been reached, she is in desperate straits, For
with the existence of inflation, even if she could retain her
appointment, she would have insufficient to live upon and re-
furnish even a most moderate home. There 1 have another pro-
blem, for until now I have refused to sanction the demands
which I have received from all quarters to extend the age limits

—for if I do that, every sort of abuse will creep in. But here is a

case which I cannot ignore, and I must find some formula for

helping Professor Bakunin without opening the floodgates,
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the tendency of th

ides Professor Bakunin there were present Professor Arang}
2, Dean of the Faculty of Laws and head of the Liberal P-artf

ui s
R Filangieri, the Dean of the Faculty of Science, and Mr.

Count

h 1 l 1
I burne 1as had much tlollb € OVEer our o e5 whl‘,st
]I w 8 TILN ] l ﬂic l

pave been away in Sicily. As soon as 1 had gone he was ordered
t0 give up the two rooms we had in the dirty, bomb-damaged,
5 frigid Post Office building, and go to Salerno. He stoodgﬁrm
and, being unable to get any other accommodation, went and
an-anged his own—with the result, as at Palermo, we’ue now in
4 better state of accommodation than other people. These new
offices are clean, well furnished, and are in a modern electrici
cﬂlnpm-"’ﬁ office. hd

Carlton has set up another commission here to replace the one
we had in Sicily, on which are represented the educationalists
Church, and other interested parties. They look as though the;;
are going t© produce some useful work, and, with our experience
of the mistakes and difficulties of Sicily, the results ought to be
better.

The text-book business is consuming endless time. The MSS
were completed in Sicily, and some of them have been printec:l
there, and now we are trying to get them published here in
Naples. The trouble is materials on which to print. Carlton has
found some American newsprint, and whilst this is not good
enough for text-books it will have to do, but even to get that has
been a great difficulty—Washburne having had what they call a
‘yun around ' over it. Anyway he drew General Mason Macfar-
lane’s attention to the difficulties and they were then solved im-
mediately. But I have since been told by aggrieved staff officers
(in the administrative warren of this headquarters) that they
take unkindly to these methods of Carlton’s. I suppose they were
rapped over the knuckles for their dilatoriness and obstruction.
Our educational staff is first-class, and it includes prominent and
able men like Bob Koopman and Carlton Washburne, but they
will get nothing in the way of recognition for what they have
done as we have had to put too many backs up in order to get
these things done.

Among the staff we now employ is a Signorina Barbatti, one
of Washburne's secretaries, whose mother is English. Like the
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fHicult time while their country hop,
and Allied lines, sheltering in Cave:w
without much of their furyj,
and clothes, which are in the town in wh:ch.they were livip llr.e
¢he time of the German retreat, but to which they can g at
transport t0 pring the g_oods E}acl“ Ito Naples. What teryg lx;o
destruction an invasion brings w:t‘h it! le
Washburne's [talian is improving and going apace—he ..
a Major Dickie, is taking lessons almost every second Ev,en°lth
from a Signorina Gabriella Rombo_, D.Phil. Oxon., a day hln
of an Italian Vice-Admiral. Despite the fact that oy ci ter
marooned without a tyTe at the far-away British signals POstr 18
gets about. Appxrently Gabriella has a lawyer friend nar;lhe
Florio who has a car: and Carlton seems to be able to use jt v ed
he wants! I wish he had not got the use of this car, for othepyws;
if restricted to his feet, I reckon he would have got a new ¢ ise,
our car within twenty-four hours, for a thing like a tmy‘:z:?;

not defeat him.
Carlton has recent

- aris, they had a di
Germall
ven now they are

ly been having tea with some duke of Jy;
and on saying that the peasants in the country and this ¢ lis,
family at the other end of the social scale were real and v;lt(‘al
quite unlike the dispirited town dwellers, and might be like al,
group that might “drop in for Sunday tea in Winnetzn}:
[Mlinois]—Sherry murmured, perhaps enviously, ‘Yes, like a
duke dropping in for tea at Winnetka.” There is one thing ab“ny
our corps of educational officials—we all laugh at one anotho"t
and, although coming from different ends of the earth, | er;
become a family of friends. [ have never known a I’T'Oblem,w]?-ve
was not judged on its merits. We have never had a ’natinna]ild!
problem between British and Americans. ty

Monday, Tth February 194%

For those of us living near the Via S. Brigida (where She
and [ live) a new mess was recently organized at the end of ;‘Y
street opposite the Castel Nuovo. This is a complete change :
AMGOT methods of messing—everything being ‘-‘]@angatz
pleasant, with a quartette to play, but the bar makes pre n
terous charges. Poss

The only unpleasant thing about it is the big shop windo:
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long the side of the dining-roo
;egggars f.lattcn their “Osﬂsgagaif;:t ‘:‘E:‘:ﬁ:‘;ﬁ:mw

oture, for food. Several times I have seen Vs and beg, by
drive away persistent beggars. waiters go out to

1 am being badgered by Stans
distinguishcd Italians to go s"-“"‘f%:ltiin]f; ‘:aﬂts me to produce
discuss with him Italian politics and aﬂ"airs:a'-’:;‘ to Salerno to
heart particularly on the Rector of Naples Uniy he has set his
Omodeo. One has quite enough to do defascis :r'suy’ Professor
sities and the educational system, and reb 'I:iZ_mg the univer-
without providing educational services for t;::: ling the whole,
distinguished heads of the Control Commissio 1?Pr0\rement of
{s a situation which I consider undesirable as ?t' f’l‘l'ﬂ‘ermore, it
deo and myself in false positions since it is l.ll'lll.]:";. place Omo-
sions will be restricted to general affairs and I ely tha_t discus-
see the development of difficulties between us allm quite easily
educational administration, arising from this 'wiSho\{er ma'tt'ers of
the moment, Omodeo has too much to do, if we al naqdm“ns at
Naples University opened shortly. I wish’ he wo Tifigomg to get
on dismissing Cuomo instead. It would be far mo:e u:::f,_?[l s heart

Tuesday, Sth February 1944
[ am extremely busy these days putting the university
learned societies to rights—for these matters im'oq s
meetings and discussions with officials, and one isn "'eh‘:‘;th
the paper mill created by our headquarters on all i Ped’b)'
material matters which have nothing to do with the 50“'5 i
i government
To-day visited Cardinal Ascalesi at his invitation
through Monsignore Rubino. I was accompanied b h:[m;llveyed
and Signorina De Lorenzo, my secretary. Y
The Cardinal was very friendly but very distressed at th
of Naples, with the growth of pmstit-utiml to anﬂ.tl.:nliif sf’-te
degree, the spread of venereal disease, and lawlessn i
robbery which have, he says, increased enormously. I de:‘;st:;i
must be much truth in what he says, for this is tl;e. onl ; i
southern Italy in which 1 have been aoms.ted in th:} .
prostitutes between my office and the mess of an“:eevenmguf 2
Houser says the latest figures for venereal disease are one in four
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for white troops and three in four f.'o,- bla.ck. If his figures

correct, then the mpres-:ent a serious situation, and tili;‘:e
oepite 4l the propRYIRctic S0 which both the Amnerican
and British armies have established at convenient places i ::s
" @
€ty

'I:he Cardinal was Very interested to hear about affajy.
S in

Sicily and to know the part played in them by Cardinal [ ay;
as also interested and distressed at the amouyp Vi
which had grown up again, and interested int of
e separatist movement. He expressed his cthe
ti<clericalism being shown in certain qu; Ol
of Naples University and Monsignore Rubino, who was pr e
at the interview, said he had heard that not only had the iesent
of Mussolini been removed from the classrooms, but alps{::t ure
crucifix which was prescribed by law under the Concordat the

of big bone and gtr(;ng fea

The Cardinal is a pleasant man,
tures. When we arrived he was seated inaudience receiving so
S0me

ters, but when we were announced they left, and he ¢
forward to receive us, seized me by the hand and led me to a ame
by the window where we sat together. The whole meetin e

and informal, and the Cardinal sat wrapped EI“}’]?:

very friendly
scarlet shawl—for like all of us he is cold, very cold, as ther,
3 - - 2 ? 1
no coal in this country, and the weather is bitter. The confer, o
ence

trano. He w
Mafia activity
development of th
cern at the greatan

sis

lasted a full hour and a half.
[Since returning to England I have been told that there h
as

been much criticism of officers being received by Archbis]
in Sicily and kissing their rings. It is usual for R{;m:m Cat; 10.p3
to kiss the bishop’s ring, and Catinella, Signora Varisco osh =
norina De Lorenzo, and others who accompanied me Iul =
did, but I never did, nor did my officers who came with o'
these meetings, and never once did bishop or cardinal ex i Fo
If such ‘indiscretions’, if they are such, did occur, it W.PeCt i
'because the officer concerned saw [talians doing it'and ;]s only
it the courteous thing to do—but I never met with a f_mght
instance of its happening.] .

I have spoken to the Rector about the difficulties between hi

self and the Church and he denies being an anti-clerical an:q -
that he did not remove the crucifix from the classrooms ;:}'s
way, I told him that I did not wish the educational admhi;l' 3
334 Istra-

ion to become involved in such ba
:nd he agreed that it was undesirabltzie;l;elt:':i?k Italian partie
to it that there is less of this stress and straj thath'?wmm_
appears 10 have been too much in Naples rec::-:ﬂ‘)f which there
fixes have been taken down, contrary to e ch y- If the cruci-
they will nmiv go hachli ncordat, no doubt
The weather 1s still extremel
Jing in a jeep to Salerno to see Lgr?é(:;::e::ud“}', early, travel-
the stomach and so the dysentery has St;lfte;' I m_ughtac}ﬁum
difficulty, owing to this sickness, that 1 w, again, [t was with
Cardinal this morning and now I have hadu able to see the
again. The portiera is kind enough to make m:" take to my bed
[ always carry with me some as it is impossible izn;fl;'i’: l‘:ﬂﬂ'eg-_
ere.

Friday, 1 1th February 1944
Monsignore Rubino to see
tress felt by the Cardinal and ::f:;‘:;?;'l attonfxr;‘reri;::e i i
to London. [ must say that now that it is im):nio P
happy about it than they are. Italy grips one oL
there is a man’s job to be done here. s
To-day [ received a message from Senatore Ben %
to say that owing to his accident—he had brok ‘lﬂ‘lﬂmrm—-.a(lmm'
his other duties, he could not accept the Presid, i '“5 x
Society which the Society's commission h.ad e“;'_) orﬂ“? i
which I replied that, in view of his reply, I ha(‘i) erl;dd i
De I'A‘l’t‘n?-" to accept this position as hG: was thas 'Senamre
President and that Professor Forti was bein ‘a l:e!'d%mcIlr v:f“-"
President and Professor Pierantoni, secretagn' SW '}:10 i
good team here, and, [ have every reason to'l;el' t? opsei.
able (;; C rm‘le and the Liberals as I(-) ourselves i
[ also told Croce that to-mo ' .
meeting of the Commission for t;-'l‘;eo:::f::\n;:::iould' o _ﬁmhﬂ‘
of the affairs of the Royal Society and that his %?Tlghmnmtmmg °ing“t
the Pontaniana Academy would be made kn‘:::l:esby Senato
re

De Lorenzo.

SII.'IH'({({T, t'}fh I t'.l']'l'uiﬂ y 1944+
I()-dﬂ.\’ l went over ;Jl'l.l. E i T ungd],m
: : pltals fo l
ﬂﬂd tllbeﬂ ul(lbis l ha\-'l.‘ vet seen \'it.h the Rﬂ:tur Ofthe Univ -
N er-



. f the staff—I was accompanied by Lieute
mﬁ andda’:;;:o:im Lorenzo. Half of the hospital is oocu:?nt
lj;’ ﬂ:emmnericans and they have 2,000 cases there from the o

at the moment.
i excellent .
The operating theatres were truly ent, but the heat v

Y d one could not escape it—this T was told was dy
g‘eﬂ:g:gcans who insisted upon ke‘eping up Fhe utmost Cer::;r ::;
heating: Outside in the cold which is prevailing Just now, ope

mbles at the lack of heat, but here the heat was just as trying
It is the difference in outlook and acclimatization between us ang

the Americans.
I was amused
hospital that they
defascistization rea
as one has here at

to find in the excellently appointed school of
still had the fascist books. It shows how lime
lly takes place when one has to rely entire] e
the present moment, upon local Ital; ay:;
officials to carry it out—despite their loud protestations of demg
cratic belief. The Provveditore here is one of those who claim t(:
have been persecuted for twenty years by the fascists.

To-night I was glad to welcome Lieutenant-Colonel T, y

Smith back from London, where he had been for some time, Ny,

I am free to take off for London, as he will be here to succeed m;

But there is much work [ must do yet, despite my orders to leav.;

as soon as he is back.

To-day we had a meeting of the Royal Society, and I think, i
view of the spirit of good-will being shown by all, we \;m
get the society on its feet and the Pontaniana Academy restoreq
again.

There was one incident when one of the members protested at
the American bombing of the famous Abbey of Cassino. There i
no doubt it has done us no good, but I have little doubt it was 5
military necessity. The Senatore took up the cudgels ang
pointed out that regrettable incidents like that should not deflect
them from taking the broad view, that it was Germany and not
the Americans who represented the spirit of dtstr-uction in
European civilization. (I was not there, but I heard all aboyt

it.)

I like Sherwood’s description of Stansgate whom he went ¢
see for me recently at Salerno: *He was dressed in flying boo;
and looked like a rather tired and friendly owl”. I
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Monrf@" 14th February 1944
[ wrote to Lord P.{enncll to-day to tell him that I had received
from professor Baviera, Rf.‘ctor of the University of Palermo ‘:he
Parﬂhment sm‘-olls, conferrmg the degree of Doctor in the Fat:ult
of Laws on him and General McSherry and myself, and the {
was bringing home with me, and 1 would deli\:er themseo
arrival: :

General Mason-MacFarlane, who has succeeded the Americ

General Joyce, cuts a figure of Spartan austerity b wmfm

Kkhaki shorts in the midst of all this bitter cold heri \:Fa'rtrg

stick in his hand he looks for all the world like a scoutl;ws o 5t

cannot be because he has no clothing more in keepin wi?l:r'ﬂ:t'
qnow-clad hills surrounding Naples and the bitter wifd-a and ;
[ am forced to conclude it is some fad, or else, a ‘s'ense :(;'
«example - :

We have some Russian officers on our staff, They walk abo
in pairs, talk to no-one else, and generally behave as thou uitx
afraid to catch mme.clisease from the Anglo—.American ofﬁcersg

A rather interesting occurrence has taken place recently. The
Russian press representative, whom, I believe, Vishinsky left
behind with us, went back to Russia, and has cropped up again
on return as a M ajor-General! One assumes that in the stage of
plimpishness of this headquarters, the Russians decided upon this
offective manner of dealing with the matter of personal rela-
tions. The Russian now outranks every one but Mason-MacFar-
lane himself.

The sense of frustration increases. In the time of Rennell or
McSherry [ was daily in the office of the Chief of Staff or of
Rennell or McSherry, but although Mason-MacFarlane has
been here some time now I have not even been sent for by him.
I myself do not notice any lively realization of the importa;nce of
re-establishing the educational system of Italy on a fascist-free
basis. Even if [ go to see Stansgate, who comes between Mason-
MacFarlane and myself, T find attempts made to head me oft by
the innumerable staff whose duty it appears to be, to surround
the President and the Vice-President of the Commission with
an aura of sanctity and unapproachableness such as one might
find surrounding the Mikado. Stansgate is probably unaware of
the fact that [ have often had downright rows with them over
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pmoedure" and when [ have seen hira ith.‘

tters of :
these ma ve gone straight to him and by-passeq the

been because I ha

office staff.

In these respects the British are far worse than the Amey;

There is an American ‘blimp’: we have quite a collectjoy, -
them here now. But, on the whole, the tendency towg )
informality in the American Army makes it less easy for them
survive and flourish than with us. to
There is another fact which is Wt){‘[h recording, and tha i s th
tendency to take national sides wlfu.'h has arisen since thig b"2
influx of new-comers began to arrive, on the setting up of t!:
Control Commission conditions. In the time of Rennel] e
McSherry I have not a sing[e‘ recollection of any Sit“at?nd
arising which caused national di\'l.\'i(.ms. There were great diﬂ‘:n
ences of opinion, but one would find Americans angd Enol: r-
mixed on each side. Now it is different. I hear things saiq 3g§i ish
the Americans soffo voce, and no doubt the reverse is also be’“st
said by Americans about the British, but being British | Wo]ul
not hear the remarks. Usually these remarks arise from tld
irritation that these procedure-ingrained individuals fee] wy, e
their own office arrangements and systems are upset by Sonein
move on the other side which they do not understand, ém(] Whiclc
has the effect of throwing a monkey-wrench in the works of tllei:
cast-iron office machinery.

There are, of course, first-class regular officers, who by reaso
of health, over-age, or very special qualifications, should b sle“l:
to Military Government. But it seems quite wrong when there
is a war on, and a shortage of man-power that some regulay or
even temporary officers of fighting age, of physical fitness, and
having no qualifications for dealing with FEuropean peoples
should find their way into the Control Commission, whcre,
because of the seniority they have accumulated for quite mhe;
and distinct purposes, they must be found high-ranking appoint-

ments on the establishment. But, because they have no qualifica-

tions at all for being in Military Government, they clutter up th

administrative machinery, until the headquarter’s own inlema?

organization becomes out of all proportion to the rest of the

establishment. Such people tend to impede the work of the

divisions and sub-commissions which are really doing the work
218

"l for which the whole organization is set up; ana often enocugh
- 3 3, g .!

e they live cheek by jowl with the | i
may embarrass the relations hetwee:a;:e:: ;h(;dfom-
s. At any rate that is the only explanation w]fich' I::J;:n.ﬁ'1

b-ecﬂ'l.l.‘i
missions

the division .
r the frequent impediments recently placed in my wa
Nl

offer fol k of support which I have |
the lack ol sup 1c ave had

:;::arrival of a Socialist Vice-President (ﬁég:;:t\;. :f‘:]:hocr:ed
mission (1 did not know at that time that the 1’1-'_=sich\:m-_;‘i m-
Macfarlane—was also a Socialist) as T believed that m b ason-

et rid of fascists from the educational system, and a1 sg e oﬂlna to
Cuomo by a more Vigorous and anti-fascist man, would ;:':p *

rted wholeheartedly. But T feel T have had 1e;s su :;HP-

them than had from either Rennell or McSherry. ehipi
Tuesday, 15th February 1944
The incredible stupidity of the German Army in retreat is well
illustrated, not only by their destruction of the Royal Sm;se weof
Naples, but by what happened to the Filangieri archives Ctgmt
Filangieri, and his family, built up through the centurie:s a col
ection of historical documents of first-class importance to his:
torians, particularly to those interested in Italy’s relations with
Germany throughout the Middle Ages. When the Ge;‘mans
were about to withdraw in the neighbourhood of Naples a Ger-
man officer arrived with his men and told Count Filangieri that
he had been sent to destroy the archives. The Count begged him
not to destroy history. He would not listen. The Count told him
that he was destroying the history of Germany as well as of
Ttaly. Still he would not listen: and the archives were destroyed.

Wednesday, 16th February 1944
I have so far had a terrible week—there is so much work to do

that 1 have been working frantically against time getting all the
affairs of the office, and particularly of the university, in order.

[ have had to be forceful to an extreme to g;zt everything
settled and now all is well—I think. Omodeo, who is also a man
with a strong point of view, is no longer obstructionist in his pro-
cedures, and, on the contrary, has become most helpful and
friendly. He is a man who is somewhat austere, but he improves
on acquaintance. He is certainly energetic, and being a Sicilian is
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a forceful character. Professor Arangio-Ruiz, another ey
character of this university, has been working out his own
for the elimination of the fascist elements in the coungy Plang
1 have shown him that these will have to be brought _lm)’» lf’ut
with our own procedures in order to avoid confusion, m]doh];u',E
very willing to co-operate. is
To-day with Lieutenant-Colonel T. V. Smith, Major S
wood, Lieutenant Vella, Senatore De Lorenzo, and Pr, 1er-
Bakunin [ went to se€ Renedetto Croce, the Italian philosg
who is now in a nursing home in Naples with a broken ay phep
collar-bone. Although he was obviously very tired and iy 1 ang
he insisted upon autographing one of his books which he i
me, He looked tired and obviously ill and frail, and | dogave
think he can last very long—not, at any rate, in the | hot
burly of politics, unless he makes a remarkable recovery Cur] %
was particularly pleased that I had undone the fascist ll’!{lga Toge
and separated the Pontaniana Academy once more f.ml;“l‘es
Royal Society, and he was quite touched that I had had hipy the
Honorary President of this Ancient Academy, with memade
Bakunin as the President. . €ssop
Those unacquainted with the Italian scene can have ljtt]e ;
what lengthy documents (full of, at the best, unneces sary rhe 1dr.:a
and at the worst, rhetorically expressed downright lies) wee}tonc
to wade through daily. Furthermore, outsiders can be ; lave
position to evaluate the claims of the contending parties .u:g -
trickery to which many of those who profess the most ]“‘JC‘F 1 the
democratic views will resort. A man who contends he h;I .
fered for the cause is often an undesirable liar and dleats';:f-
- Lhe

E‘l"geﬁc

&3380 r

} 3 Keed > 5
[ Italian of this territory which we now hold, and which roughly j
yis

the same as that of the old Kingdom of the T'wo Sicilies, ig
politician, but a family man—to be the head of a z"amiI)- n:;ta
have unlimited bambini is a cause for daily boasting, A-;'l o
whether the régime is fascist, communist, or (Iénlm;rat'resmt'
south Italian will cheat the doctrinaire politician, hccauqelc’ b
family will ensure its property by having 2 member of lit l.::
where on the opposite side for whom they will enterta'som&
utmost respect and affection, and whom they will protect am _the
the political consequences of his folly, until, some day, the ks
turning, he will become their benefactor. This acco:mts l:]:e:j
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y notorious anti-fascists surviyin ;
;mprisonment. g that régime here withous

Another thing not always understood. i
were too bad to be in the party, anq fﬁi;smtpma;n:‘fmedl*onle
and near-

criminal class comes forward to-da ;
suffered for democracy and the Alliefi E;:gg as those who have

Even when we are not deali i e
are often scamps and will try tr(:g:'ie‘:\lft: t(l::::mfa::;all clements, they
and lie that 1s possible, and will sometimes, t - i flem“
et o:het:'s R ool $, too, do the dirtiest
We have recently been troub 2 .
part of a famil y which has beeanil?:yt: ;-s:bof‘ e sorccE e
the collapse of fascism, two important ap ,mT et
wants a third for another brother, He is pg:ed e
all the virtues, whilst the anti-fascist seﬂ;ice; oﬂa.s abparagon o
titions for this plum (*and myself take th.e lib;lS i
the Allied Commands for one single prize”) amrty o i
In his own words he says it himself: * These last :‘:‘t e
have been sacrificing my life to ideals which are th ?Zt}' e
United Nations.” But the brother—the aspir::mt——te'I s of:the
citizen and head of a family. . . . He has gone :hro‘s ?huprtg.ht
tions. and privations of all kinds . . . because his ‘;ag thmmha.
pe:itioner) was a well-known anti-fascist’! T
Again of the aspirant we read ‘and the loss of dignity in fi
of the students who did not know the truth, and w%.:::-‘ ieter
at seeing such a clever teacher shut out svs.tematicaﬂ 5;_“'13“5@‘1
Qnaliﬁt‘::tinn Commissions. . .." And aga{n: *For th t‘F 5 d;xe
was often in danger of losing his employment n:twri;mn y
ing that such a position was hardly equz;l to his; ‘IEI:I‘I.i lh'mm'd-
philosophic, and literary culture.’ : ) oL
We read pages of this, and then when we turn to the appoint:
ment, we find it is not vacant but occupied by a lad ofpgo 1]:: i
years of age, and to get us to dispose of her the collt,'l fi kg%
with two sovereign accusations: H g
First she " has never had a great credit also owing to insisti
rumours always spread in her days on certain tendencies ofn}l:eﬁ
excessively affective toward women of her own sex, tendenci
which have not made her and do not make her the ﬁ;test a
to direct an educational institute for girls.” Pe
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rtial people, and they are not the heirs of the military force
11

to remind you that this aboye 1, d TR
@ Their destiny is in arts and letters, and they must set
|

Secondly: ‘It is useless :
o5 thesey qwenty YEATS: been notoriously and shamelesﬂy of Rome:
A : r this empire and, if they do it, will bri
it ‘ : L e out to conque : i y do it, will bring the worl
fassv o1, this stuffis put out to our own j‘rtwcstlgatilfm. section ang pefore the throne of Ttaly’s empire much more eﬂ'ecti\;ge[y o a::r;d
5 the proper [talian authority, :hel Q:;Z:dl:z; and :{t is found she any military conception of empire. It is with regret that | cannoi |
; ' highest moral charac h,oand was op) me of these cu 3 |
.. a person of the Y a e the outco rrents of thought whic |
;i;mirf:l party member, as she was bound to be to holq ol jfartillg- g h 1 have been .
: - V. Smith in the office studyi ; '
appointment v  ed. (Cotnt. Sfor I left T udying the files I hav
of course the petitioner ,I.me'f]t:;:;i ey 0‘; lnll:]i :'::n'l z8, Croge, ready for him. He has now a big running machine to take o:egm
Alberto Cianca, and Alberto Larc g his rlendhthey which is better than starting from scratch as I had to do thatda_y
always do! v, e hen I arrived in much-bombed Palermo.
- -y to deal with the wh p
I delegalrd TN She{l!j:mt et the job and II); :Imo“e‘r and To-day I received the following communication from Senatore
tell him that his br o:her w:uotr thef} ol find the::y ;lld not De Lorenzo: ‘I have the honour to inform you that at a full
= & 1 t1d 3 e ay * WY N
watch their steps the pa elves i sitting of the RoyallS:;.u.ty of Naples, the Royal Academy of
ison. ey . =ance ssics, atics has elec . .
Pnl:lv own considered opinion 15 that we shall find that the op S.Clemf(‘:. -Phi zt;\:l:?{tol a?:::‘:?“ u;ts has elected you, in recogni-
Leliable elements in this country: upon which we can nOr'malli:: et el Ipelogical saenc S It i
. ; Jill be in the majority of case . ber.
| build a stable government, WiT "= ses officia] e L TR S
:'ho accepted fascism nominally in order to hold their “I’Puints guch kindness as this is difficult to repay.
e of active support of the régime. T 3
; hey are Friday, 18th February 1944

but kept outsid e
respectable and more able characters than : z <
the Another terrible day in the office. This evening my officers

allywags whom we are likely :
he support of reliable anti:f:sc'get ave me a dinner on my departure from Italy, at the British
i Officers’ Club, which is in the San Carlo Theatre. Lieutenant-

ments,
. | far sounder, more
 political adventurers and sc

otherwise. Where we ¢an gett I
ity w -ourse use the
zng:iDtW" bf;::f: :1}: ::;ftif::z;]ld PHARH m, but they ara Colonel T. V. Smith, Sherry, Carlton, Bergin, Vesselo, Gregory
n ‘ . 0 -_ : 3 s :
: Oeye Vella, Sam Noe, Heilmann, and Houser were all present’.
ey, ik Forney K As usual T.V. rose to the occasion and made one of his very
This morning I took my leave of the Cardinal with whom g witty Specchc.‘i—l‘je is one of the most persuasive speakers I have
spent over an hour. Sherry 3“‘:} Siglltlrrin‘u I)lc iL(-runm were with cVertlule:u';l. Ia;gl ]l:]z:“:;bienim {'mml fh';;:ago University must be a
5 S d obviously tired, but extre P, reat loss. I -esented me with the carved rear-
il - Card””_'l : U'H v 0 Rubi fl A Sicilian cart—an article 1 have 1 2 E(li i
still, and very friendly. Monsignore u bino was also there, The v st ong wanted to possess, and
Gandipal was ve'7 e that Lam lep m‘[__.; 50 soon and asked, as iy -w Tr(‘][ a, T .‘} § ian 1ed out for me when rt‘cef'tl)» staymg
did the Monsignore, why I could not stay in [taly. for several days with Professor and Mrs. Petroncelli at Catania.
At dhree o'clock [ presided at the meeting of the Senatyg Sherry had got lu_‘ld_ of some vely good wine, Lachrimae Christi,
Academicus in the rector’s room in the university. They were g] 4nd s spoke wittily, whilst Cariton told'his good stofies st
we were a merry party. ood

and I told them what was my policy and als
, A S0 .
ny Gregory and Vella are two firstclass officers, and I am per-

very cordial,
storation of Italian culture. My remarks have noy
suaded that they will be very successful out here in this work.

hope for the re
become well-worn on this theme, but I think they can well be
repeated, until their significance is grasped, The Italians are not Gregory [ tried to get transferred to us some time ago, and
299 - Vella came out of the blue, to our great assistance, having to-
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or with Houser taken over much of the university work,
ﬁeihe;mflessor of Valetta Universa_ty. a}'n:l has suffered fop :;Ii:
British citizenship in this wap—=losmg_ his eldes_t child in the i
raids on Malta. Because he speaks with a foreign accent ag ,
people do not think he "ea-lize:

was educated at Rome, sometimes not thin
what bombing means, such as that suffered in Britain—and g,

imakes him very angrys with_ good cause.
[ have had a very busy time this week since T. V. Smith .

back from England with the information that I had to ke
London. A great deal has been cnven:*d and I think that we ha\,o
put everything in order—as well as it can be done for the prei
sent, butas a result o

£ all this work I have had no time to attenq
meetings of the Administrative Directorate at Salerno, and T.y
went instead of me. 3

But to-day I went over there to take =
Jeave of Lord Stansgate from whom I did not wish to part wiﬂi
out saying farewell, as he has been so pleasant and in every yw,
easy to get Y

on with. He was not there, and there was a great ai
of mystery about his absence. I sensed a conspiracy of silence an;
got to the bottom of it. He takes a day off a week, and spend
most of the time resting-—'—and I was told he would probably b:
found in bed in the hotel which A.C.C. has requisitioned a5
mess at Cava de Tirreni, some miles back along the road [ hz:j
come. It was fearfully cold, and I could only get an open truck g
take me to Salerno, so I cursed him good and hard for not hayj
let me know he would be at Cava instead of Salerno. ving
Cava is a curious town. Coming out of Salerno one hag %
wind up a steep defile, and eventually cross a narrow bridge oye
another ravine, where [ waited with Colontoni for the milita r
police to find us a truck. The Germans have blown one span ?;,
this bridge. After crossing it, Cava lies to the left, and the towy
is made up, so far as I could see, of one main street, which is ye
narrow, and has quite a medieval aspect, because the build;
on our right had a cloister-like appearance with the upper str:)gs
overhanging the lower, and supported by stone pillars ml'g
arches along the street.

Arriving at the hotel I found that Lord Stansgate was aslee;
and, as I had to get back to Naples, because I still had anotz;
conference in my office, and it was already 4 p.m., I had to do
something about it. I went back to the door, banged it, and
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in the doorway. ‘Lord Stansgate awoke with a start, [
,pologized for ?vaking him, and he, still not rightly awake, mur-
mured, ‘ Come 1, Colonel, I am glad to hear you are not leavi
usl’ Was it wishful thinking # At least 1 hope it was. I fel“tlga
prute to be leaving, and to have awakened him in this uncere-
monious Way but it had to be.

He offered me tea, but this I had to refuse or else I could not
have got pack to my conference, and while he started his tea
sitting up in bed, dressed in blue battle dress of the R.A.F. wiﬂ;
his flying boots beside the bed, we talked—and [ pressec‘l’ upon
him the need of being watchful about the reinstatement of dis-
missed personnel from Military Government territory in King’s
territory- Before 1 left I once more warned him that the Mininsfer
of Education was not co-operative in removing fascists and I
begged him to try and get him replaced. We parted in the great-
est of amity—he the Noble Socialist and I the Tory Commoner:

[Is it due to the flying boots which he always wore that the).,'
called him in the War Office * Puss in boots 7] .

stood

Saturday, 19th February 1944
We have now got what is for us an enormous staff, and T.V

should be able to carry on all right. Not counting himself I leave
eight officers at headquarters alone.

In the regions he has at Region I, Koopman, Beard, and
Crichton; Region II, Vesselo and Captain Willis E. Pratt;
Region I1I, George Geyer and Sam V. Noe, and in Region IV
Carlton Washburne and Captain Heilmann. Carlton also works
at headquarters as Acting Assistant Director of Schools.

To-day took place the formal reopening of the Royal Society
of Naples, which is the end of that big piece of rem:ganization
about which we have had so much work ever since we came to
Naples. Despite the fact that the reorganization has been carried
out at high speed it has been done democratically, with the full
support of the principal people in the society, and Senatore De
Lorenzo has been made the President. It is a change for these
societies to get some control over their own affairs instead of
receiving orders from the dictatorial Minister in Rome. There
had been great difficulty in finding a suitable paper for reading
at the reopening, as there was little time to approach anyone to
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rite one—and SO & paper of mine, elaborating a new theory of
Wi ection with the blood-grm,p thEory

i sification in conn r
;zzmliaj C‘:“; efore the Peloritania Academy, was written oyt and

. very ably translated by SignorinaBle Lc_)rer;izo who was assisteq
by her father and Profes.soressa a umrln. ut it bcos: me mugl
trouble, being mainly wri tten uf‘:fn evening, and in bed becauge
of the cold. As the Royal Society s own rooms Igad been Sutteq
by the Germans the inaugural meeting of ﬂ_le society was held i,
Professoressa Bakunin’s lnstimm: of Chemistry, which js yw;j thin
the' main buildings of the u:aive"S't.‘:» :nl(% P_rf)fes::nressa Bakunin
herself read the paper—Le Tre Specie _anmw Umane.

The reopening of this RO).‘ﬂ? Society "“"“t_ have occasioneg
some surprise to the Italian Minister tof Edll(?:jlt-lon ( Cuumg) who

a few days ago publicly announced its .ﬂll?ll‘tlun. But this Was

without his powers, as he had no jurisdiction over Military

Government territory, and in any case he should have consulteg

me before issuing any such statement. ‘B_ut this is typical of the

lack of co-operation I have been receiving. I believe thay his
intentions were quite honest. He had heard that the Pontanian,

Academy wished to be separated from the Royal Society again

and his wish to abolish the society was apparently the bt-gimling:

of the long and cumbersome process of restoring the Pontanian,

Academy. After this abolition he would have had to restore inqe.

pendent existence by decree to the Pontaniana Academy apq

then to the Royal Society in a smaller and shrunken form. Ters
rible feuds would have been engendered as a by-product of g
these decrees. Whereas, by common and harmonious agreemeng
within the Royal Society, we have accomplished this separatioy,
without interrupting the continuity of life of either academy
with Senatore De Lorenzo as the president of one, and B@“edettc:
Croce as the honorary president of the other. Furthermore, we
have allayed that outbreak of indignation which followed the
unauthorized announcement in the Press that he intended tq
abolish the Royal Society.

There is another advantage in the path we have chosen. Aftep
getting rid of the fascist elements, the nucleus of office-bearerg
have continued in office, and their numbers are being augmented
by others who are considered both by the survivors and oy
selves suitable for the appointments. The result has been thatonly
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a limited numb'cr _of vm_mcies were left to fill—whereas the
method of abolishing $0 Important a Society (even if there was
the intention, as I believe there must have been, of reatori:ig it
shortly afterwards) would have opened the flood-gates for all
sorts of ambitious people to aspire to the offices of the society, all
of which would then have been vacant. That, in [taly, would h’a\re
led to wrangles which could have held up the work of the society
fora twelve-month or more.

Of this society we have dismissed fourteen members on poli-
vical grnund-‘i- and so the society has been purged—for this is a
goodly number fn sych an organization. It is true that in the
case of the Peloritania Academy of Messina we had to get rid of
thirty-five or thereabouts, but there was a reason for that
academy having such a great number of ardent fascists inscribed
among its fellows. The Federal Secretary of the party at Messina
was academically as well as politically ambitious and he had
made it his aim to pack the academy with his friends. But that did
not occur everywhere, and fourteen dismissals in an academy is a
fair number. It should be remembered that the universities,
especially in the south of Italy, were the last strongholds of
resistance to fascism, and many nominal fascists were really
enemies of fascism.

The society’s meeting was a great Success—Lieutenant-
Colonel T. V. Smith, Major Sherwood, Captain Gregory, Cap-
tain Vesselo, Lieutenant Vella, and an officer repm;;enting
Brigadier-General Hume attended.

Immediately afterwards I was taken by the rector, Omodeo, to
the Rettorato of the University, accompanied by the Dean of the
Faculty of Science, Arangio-Ruiz, the Dean of-l.aws, and many
other professors, and there | was robed in a black silk gown l'me;l
with green. Actually, I had been told a few days ago that a
degree was to be conferred upon me by Lieutenant Vella, who
had just come from the rector, but I did not expect any such cere-
mony, and I was very surprised at this generosity of the univer-
sity and of Rector Omodeo in particular. From thence we went
to the large hall, where there was an audience already waiting—
something I had not bargained for—and there the degree was
conferred, according to the Verbale, in recognition of my work
for ethnological science. The costumes were extremely interest-
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ing and seemed in the main to date fron.1 about_ Elizabe
Sﬁes The rector, apart from.aII the other interesting poings 2
his dress, wore a beautiful El:zabcthar]l ruﬂ'l round the neck A
resented not only a picturesque but also very d:gmﬁed figure,
%,e Dean, although not quite 0 magnificently atnred: was ve
imilarly dressed. The hat worn b_}t d(:crors r)f. the university jo
s ch the same as the hat used to be in England in early til‘nes______a
:;;-; fint de.'veIOPi“g into four points. From this our Stiff and rig.
culous mortar-board has arisen: but the sooner it is abolisheq the
be’?‘ﬁ: public manner in which ﬂlf! degree was (:nnfen:cd_ and the
surprise that this publicity occasmnedvme, f.cf't me nigh speegh,.
less, and [ fear that in my distress I was lost for words to reply to
the eloquent speech made by the Dean uf; the Fal?t:llty_

This evening Mr. Houser, Georgc'(xc.vc-r, Lieutenant Vells,
Captain Vesselo, and I went, after dinner, to t(lk.l) coffee wig
Senatore De Lorenzo and his daughter, Signorina Anna, tu
whom our office is so greatly indebted. The Senatore Presenteq
me with his own medal as a member of the Royal Sﬂlciety o
Naples—a second surprise in one flay, I was once again ki
than embarrassed by this generosity, and when T am go i
barrassed I find it impossible to express my tl}ur)ks a‘leqllately'
and T fear that I leave an impression of lngr:atuude—-_whemas[
am far from ungrateful. I wish all tf)esc l.undnesses were not

shown ; because they are so embarrassing I feel them deeply, byg
being unable to express my feelings, I cut such a bad figure,

Sunday, 20th February 1944
To-day I left for Palermo by air—Sherry and Vesselo seeiy

me oﬂ‘at- the airport, and both looking about as glum as | was

feeling. I arrived at about 2.50 p.m., the plane having come in
once more over Mondello. I was very glad to see the hillg of
Sicily again. The American air force lieutenant, for whom 1
bought some boots once at Catania, lent me his jeep, and with
this I went to the Variscos” house, where they have always a beg
for me. It is more convenient than trying to find military quar-
ters, and, owing to the fact that I cannot keep the lieutenant’g
jeep off the air-field for any length of time, I cannot go all the
way out to Mondello to stay with Catinella, much as he wishes
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o to do 50- Professor Mario Petroncelli, Rector of the Catania
Snjversity. arrived shortly after I got in and was very glad to
pear that his transfer to Naples University had been arranged for

¢ following academic year. He is not a Sicilian; furthermore,
pe finds the office of rector onerous, as he is anxious to get back
to hs studies, and so has been longing to get this appointment,
But his loss at Catania _w:ll be felt. l wonder how he and Omodeo
will fare together—being at opposite ends of the religious poles,

Monday, 215t February 194+

Everyone seemed to pour into the office to-day—the three
rectors, professors, the l?rm:vidimre, Dr. Albeggiani. I had
Junch at the Excelsior, whn::h is Region I mess, with Bob Koop-
man, who is Director of P.duc;tiuu for Sicily, and Lieutenant-
Colonel Hancm‘k,‘ the C‘hiei‘ Commissioner for Sicily (as the
Rggi(}nal Civil Affairs Officer is now called).

This morning I had a long and cordial audience with the
Cardinal, and I was accompanied by Professor Martino, Rector
of the University of Messina, Professor Petroncelli, Rector of
Catania University, Monsignore de Gaetano, and Padre Gliozzo.

[t was interesting to notice the little acts of custom and courtesy.
The Rector of Catania, a leader in the Catholic Action Move-
ment, and the two priests, kissed the Cardinal’s ring, Professor
Martino took his hand and made a bow, and 1 took his hand and
shook it. Martino, coming out, smiled and drew attention to this
gradation—yet it all meant nothing so far as cordiality was con-
cerned on either side. The Cardinal repeated time and again his
distress at my departure from Italy. They are all making me feel
very caddish now that I am leaving. But actually this recall to
take over work in German education has been the result of orders
arising from above, and therefore not within my control.

This evening, accompanied by Captain Hare and Professor
Martino, we went to dinner with Professor Catinella. The more
I see of Martino, with his quiet modesty, his great efficiency as
an organizer and his scholarly ability, the more I like him. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Lucky of the American Army, judge advocate’s
department, an extremely pleasant man, was there playing with
Giovanna. The result of these Anglo-American contacts on the
child is having its effect, and she is becoming less shy and will
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d

even speak an odd word of English nurasiona]ly__ﬁ
stands the language but, until now, has ignopeq itShe u
completely! ' S exij

I have accepted the ever-pressing hospi tality of Caq:

am now staying with him in his lemon grove at Part atine]l,
Mondello. It is prettily placed with the mnumainqal;‘lnn' Otsjqle
the north-west in Monte Gallo. The only tmuble. uf‘El—]"_’d

here is the dread that we shall not be able 1o getto p liv
next day, for Catinella’s tyres are so bad—ljke e alerg,
It is nothing to take as long to motor a distance e, Yf)ne.el
I learn that the Mafia have now become quit Wall j¢.

Ndep
Stengg

it to
oyt

SQ’s.

LR X € wel ;
and as a result the indiscriminate crime of the de/jy, uil n-r_g“nl
stamped out by the mafiosi. quenti iy being

[The position has changed someswhat since [ g Sicil
of unorganized ruffians are roving eastern Sicily 12 ban
there is the added complication of armed clashes bt;tz\l:l e
munists and Separatists and Separatists and the police jeen C
An example of Mafia activity came to my “ttentian.t
American command car was left in a lane outside 4 cou O~day, u,
in the Mondello neighbourhood. When the Americamr-“' houyge
returned to it, it had been rifled inclmlin‘:,r his Mmaps T? Colone!
holder immediately made the loss known—angq t.h.e 1\:[e house.
the rest. The delinquent, a mere thief, and not 4 e afia dig
organized Mafia, was beaten up, took to his bed for a €r of the
the maps and other articles were completely restor, o .wEEk- ang
four hours. y In twenty.
A certain lawyer I know here spends his time d ‘
mafiosi free in the courts. It is his way of paying his me efendip
fees. As a result his farm in the country is Pl"tlltertu{f rmnmbership
How Rome expects to rule this people I do HOE T 1robbers,
think that some of our C.A.O.s (and particularly the bmt s
of our police officers such as Hare) have made a roler;;,]tert
doing so—and with ever-increasing experience might € job of
bably succeed if given the time. VEry pro-
In a country which is Mafia-ridden nothing
consequence I have been given what I believe is a substang:
true story of the capture of Mussolini by g certain éﬂflally
Castellano who is a Sicilian and has recently ;]rrivcd here Tk
I repeat the account for what it is worth- ~but from thle o
280 e

om-

is -‘*C(?r(_'t, and iII

m which I have received it [ have every reason to believe that
fro '

it i; t;::t’ain General Giuseppe Castellano, who has long been an

. fascist, was in February 1942 attached to the general head-

i ers in Rome, and there he evolved, with others, a plan to

uaﬂhmw the Mussolini dictatorship. Realizing that a coup
o:-';':i could only succeed with the help of the General Staff, he
::n 4 his associates took advantage of Marshal Cavallero’s un-
ularity because of his GEIT[:Ian sympathies, and they worked
for the latter’s removal—playtng upon the dislike existing be-
een Ciano and Cavallero. The outcome was that General
Ambrosio reputed to be another anti-fascist) replaced Cavallero.

At this time there was great dissatisfaction among high
fascists at the course of events, and this, Ambrosio and his fol-
lowers, including Castel%ano, exploited and used. Castellano
himself personally supervised the capture of Mussolini and went
Jater with Count Acquarone (the Royal Minister) after the cap-
ture had been made effective, to offer Badoglio the leadership of
the Government. Before this, however, as soon as the arrest (on
the 25th of July 1943) had taken place, Castellano went to the
Minister of the Interior to inform him of it, and to ask him to
adhere to the revolt. There was an awful moment of suspense
during which the General expected to be arrested—but it ended
in the Minister adhering to the revolt. Then Castellano took the
necessary steps to guard the King and the new Government
against fascist(and perhaps German) action.

To the Germans the revolt had been represented as a change
of Government and not a withdrawal from the war. But behind
all this Ambrosio and Castellano were plotting to get Italy out
of the war. This was even more difficult than arresting the Duce.
To accomplish this difficult task Castellano was entrusted with
the dangerous mission of getting into touch with the enemy
through Sir Samuel Hoare at Madrid. This was only possible by
joining, in disguise or on some pretext, a train of Geiman
diplomats going to Lisbon, and seeing Hoare at Madrid on the
way, during the time the train was waiting in the station. With
difficulty this was done, and having as it were " tipped the wink"
to our ambassador, Castellano continued his dangerous journey
to Lisbon where, detaching himself from the Germans he nego-
231
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tiated with the British, and these conversati

: ¢ ons led to the Armj

tice. To Castellano is credited the intention not merely of gel;:?m~

Italy out of the war, but of bringing her in on our side. =
A:::;w_ay t!;]atlas the account which has come to my ears in thj

country in which you are able to enjoy sta i o

the right circles, R o

Tuesday, 22nd February 1944
To-day a repetition of yesterday so far as the office is ¢
cerned—numerous decrees and ordinances dating from ;,e?om
{1 February the 10th had to be discussed with Baviera, Petro, e
and Martino. This territory was handed over to the Int:.;ll!'
Government as from February the 10th on the underst, d‘lan
that the acts of Military Government remained valid, ang S
had to carry out a rush of work before that date, sig]nin a5
decrees and ordinances in order to complete our work iE glany
before the Italian Minister took over direct control oth lc.lly
there would have been a disastrous hiatus. And now alil thiermse
of work has to be discussed and explained in detail to the o
and Albeggianni, who has acted and spoken for all of th: b
veditori of Sicily, and other interested people, in addition t(,l:]mv-
ing with that routine work which falls to our Controe] Co e?l'
sion category for this territory. it
We had lunch with the ever-hospitable Cavaliere Tas
Sindaco, at his home at Mondello on the sea coast. Howca, e
warmer Sicily is compared with Naples! It is still som Vi
wintry, but the weather is improving rapidly now. The al e
trees are in blossom in the La Favorita and present 5 b mo.nd-
sight. Tasca’s vice-Sindaco, Di Napoli, a lawyer C;ﬁmnfm
Martino, and Du Crot were there. We discussed the ; teed ij =S
development of Sicily if prosperity were to be brought . tl?ﬂ
country. Di Napoli propounded a scheme which gho::e this
I did not like myself, and the rest of th = Ver,
o A e (‘t)ll‘lpan} agreed W]th
This evening I had an excellent dinner with Mr, N
very likeable and efficient U.S, Consul-General hr:rel : AESte]:' ﬂ}e
very fortunate in its representative. John, his son an‘d ,:l: Nl
was there, and so were Mr. and Mrs. Catinella ang J;{Clerk'
Martino. The dinner was held at his new home—he h P
282 = been

now he has gota c:ucal
R for 8 housé Cinese, not unlike, in the painted ceilings

' ,.w‘i“’the palazzo Constantini. The 1iq;1‘0r1: “5'13‘\:"::
P alls O *+ a1l T cannot tell—but he knows o
ﬂ'dm:{]ow he gets it a

gwdfe ¢ghe Sicilia®

hﬂd ad @ most

we asonry

for some time—and

linteresting talk about Sicilian affairs, and also
;bo"'ﬁ"" 1 swa_v conditions hc.re f_hf" more | am c.onw?(;::
Th e m has little chance n Sicily. The ma) ority o

um-mls ;eultural and opposed to it, and the fact that

ulation - rrq have been able to hoard money throughout
P of e farm(?o}nnumimr: even less attractive than usual to
al'“:‘ls‘magine that that is true in no small measure for
Guihe]m [taly. That probably accounts for the eﬁc:arts
. Coscnza; to persuade the peasant that Communism

re with his property rights.
is that the whole of the south, and even more
.y, being agrimltural. will lia}fe recovered zftlready from
s0 Sict o te effects of the war, so far as damage 18 mnccmt?d,
E imn?echathc north of Italy is liberated. As a result prosperity
by e turned to the south long before the heavy and exten-
ll }’,ave rteial plants of the north can have been restored. The
4 md‘fsb;twecn relative agricultural prosperity and stability
. traSt;uth and northern chaos will be great—and what m'nst
g ﬂw: : of Communism in the south fear is that Communism
Erfem;esminate in the north, and try to impose that trend of
mtlren:)ment upon them. This is not a little responsible for some
o Ple's adherence

1sh
st of 2

. made at
- “ot i'ntel‘fe
other factor

to Sicilian Separatism.
But, in view of this, it seems to me thi-lt th(.: present‘ pu‘litical
rties in Italy do not represent the real mtuam.m—whlc.h is one
of strongly rightist parties in the south, and, ultimately, stro_ngl_\'

leftist parties in the north.

February 1944
last day as Educational Adviser to the Military

1 Commission. From to-morrow Colonel
has gone back to Catania, having
car—and in the difficulty of trans-
rtunities. Had lunch with

Wednesday, asrd

To-day is my

Government and Contro

gmith takes over. Petroncelli

obtained a seat in a returning

port here one does not miss such oppo
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Bill Hare, Bob Crivon, and Signore and Signora Lipar; ;
new restaurant run by ‘George’ our "-‘x'-AMGO']?m: n the
Then afterwards, with Professor Traina ( whom we appo; armap,
the Chair of Genetics despite a whole series of pmtePPDmted to
found out afterwards were directed against him for “;:3 which |
were mainly political reasons, he being definitely rj 1“ '.u'link
his point of view) we went to Santa Flavia. There wg n.“’"‘ in
the old Cavaliere Ciauri and taking Hare and Marting S0 8
with the Variscos as well, we went to see the beeg 10 With
grove. Then back to coffee with the Cavaliere at hisl:I the lemg,
town. Traina, as usual, provided much amusement ch}!us? in the
rubber gloves (both right-handed) and greatcoat andl}: 1 hig thick
which he enwraps himself before sallying forth agaj UBE veil jp,
The Cavaliere was, apparently, impressed with i‘:lhst the beeg
the bees, for he and the professor exclaimed * Up J h‘a”d!*ng (}i‘
I can pass muster with so old and competent a be‘ibrmr":ﬂ'I "—s0 if
very happy indeed. But those bees were Pure__b‘-“‘master, Lay
lians, and very placid all things considered. This ,r‘ed black Sigje
most beautiful bee-garden in the world. It i. 'S Probably the
rou]nded by a stone wall, and is planted in le:no: A garden g,
fruit, and slopes down towards the blue sea ";rees and othey
ranean. Lying across the bay and directly op :_ the Meditey.
castle of the Princess Gangia, and behind thaI:O e to us, jy tﬁe
the beauty and the romance of the scene, the ‘Jh‘fompleting botl
mountains of Sicily. ¥ ite snow-topped
Bill Hare and I dined to-night with the Vari
always have a warm welcome, and good Sj -'lfllsmf;' Where We
only house where we have had old and goodu Iar., Wine, [t jq the
of it is sixteen years old, and one lot we (,r:a.twe Wine'"’mme
years of age. It was made on their farm at Bl;:: .!lad was sixty
gloriously dirty and squalid town I think I have e]:::al;:the Mot
€nin,

Thursday, 24th February 194+
'I'o«d..a‘\‘ Aldo Raffa gave me a copy of s
humourist’s Soldier's Guide to the United Sm{ewm({ Ame"ifan
on the guides issued to American troops as ans.' lting i
the;n of the country to which they are goin Introductigp to
natives they will meet and their c'ustomy—‘gi ‘zlmd the strang,
make a pound, which equals eight lla]l‘-cruwnq?u“ " el
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(i)
stat of reat

Jand€®
‘?‘iall silence all
w Sl whenas
es?lzrlfswrfm! backgrownd.
1
theY ally they
ol
m
4oth

];ili soon

from it are worth giving:
you have been assigned to duty in the United
les of conduct contained in this pamphlet
assistance in cementing a great friendship with
2 ppulation. « - A practical plan of entering into any
civilian P is to preface all remarks as follows, Now when
W“m?ﬂ;mnh Africa”’, or " When we invaded Sicily”". This
& other conversation and secure instant attention,
lightly loud tone of voice is used.”

The United States was discove
with the Indians. It seems that
d on certain tracts of land where
rse the Indian was im-

d up and placed in the

ts
sum'e B‘Kf-rac
2 groduction’
IntF? 4 the helpful T

red and

]y had trouble
were all place
ntly discovered. Of cou
d was later rounde

. mmedizltc

subseque

ediﬁwlf (-_hased off an

Division: y

e staple articl

. This is very monotonous. Everythin
make your black market connections and do all right.

« prink. The natives are moderate drinkers and the sight of a

grunken man creates consternation. The shortages being what
they ar paturally they want to k‘nuw where the hell he got it.

Traffic. Traffic keeps to the right of the road as in Sicily.
.with the above hints you should get along quite well with
One splendid way to ingratiate yourself with

the Americans. ] !
soldiers you will meet there 1S tovask if they have_been overseas.
When they reply il.! the.neg:}twe just sneer at the jerks. You will
find yourself creeping right 11.1tn their hearts.”

ily we have made more use of his

Raffa tells me that in Sic
Scheda for the sifting of fascist personnel than any other disivion

of Military Government. He tells me that of the total number of
gchedas which have passed through his department, numbering
1,676, 1,100 have belonged to the educational field. But it has
been hard work for him and for us, and we have had to study

t as courts of investigation and inquiry on every

every one, and si
doubtful case, and in addition hear many appeals. Looking back

over these months 1 can hardly realize that we have covered so
much with so small a staff. If they were not such hard and speedy
workers we could not have done it. Thecomplete harmony in our
division has also hel ped—as we have had no dissensions.
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Friday, 25th February 1944
Yesterday and to-day I made two abortive attempts 1o
of the airport in order to continue my journey home t'ﬁet Out
North Africa. But the winds being contrary, this bein, rough
difficult airport when the winds cross the runway by ia Most
the mountains which surround it, it was impossible to geta:(f;l-l tl::f
3

ground.
After waiting around all the morning, Hare and |
4 w
€nt by car

in his Bianchi, to Mondello to find Catinella in bed wig), >
He was very surprised to find me back again, thinkin 3](:01(]‘
already left. We had tea with him, and then back to Palf hag
the office, and thence with Raffa to dinner once more Mo g
Variscos”. Aldo is very doleful at having to leave Sici] anzt tf{e
waiting for a plane to take him to Naples to join the he js
which is leaving from that port. conyoy

Saturday, 26th February 1944
Again no flight—and so to lunch with Aldo at the ney .
ant established by ‘George’ who used to run our megg bistaur.
charge us in his obliging and disarmingly g“od‘“aturedran
such high prices at the AMGOT mess. There Aldo me A
civilian friends whom he has made, one of them a great e  Some
of lemons, and shortly after Du Crot came in, and wag v:POl'ter
prised to see me still in Palermo. Also saw the Italian qysur..
believe his name is Bellotti, but I never quite caught it .Pl Ot—]
—with whom Charles Poletti and [ had a meal at Lu('cetlo;.m“l
tried to arrange an aeroplane for us back to Palermo, 1 [‘Je‘; en he
is now Badoglio’s pilot—I do not think he knows what ‘eve he
are. Nerveg
After lunch I drove to Casteldaccia, having nothing ¢
that Colonel Smith has taken over, and it being absolﬁtel do noy
sary to avoid the office as I should be having S0 many v'j: Hece.s_
to see me: indeed I am keeping these odd days during w!:?ltl?m In
grounded in Palermo secret—if one can Ii(j(;lj anythin G Iaf“
Sicily! Here I got some fresh air, of which I feel in ’i::dcretm
have become very tired as a result, I think, of the ap g
work rushed through so fast from the time I landed in S{“E“t ‘Of
now. The car was provided by an uncle of the Variscos lch )".tlll
major of the carabinieri, and with us came A\r\r'c:catc:‘(v_; °l:sa
236 entile

; .<ited the house belonging to Avvocato Gentile, which is
Wwe ‘:z;upied by our Professor Giardina, with whose wife we
now Then we walked part of the way back towards

a w(}rd. & =
pecause, despite my warning, they had insisted on driv-

solai‘h“: car up a Toad I u.rouh? never have taken my own with
f“g e s—and the inevitable puncture occurred. But the

is nothing if he is not an optimist. However, they soon
ired the car, and catcl}ing us up, took us to the castle of the
1":(:85 s Gangia over against Sta. Flavia, which I have so often
<ami red from the be_c-garden. on the other side. It suffers from
e gsual curse of this land—it is closed up, only being lived in
t 4 short time each year, when the tunny fishing is on, a matter
f‘;_ﬂ ne month or thereabouts, and then the surrounding outbuild-

o of the castle are a fish factory. The Principessa, with a few

other families, has !1ad from Bourbon times one of the tunny
jies—and this T am told brings her in about ,£6,000 a

Sl specuiatefl on what the Sicilian proprietors of the tunny
Fishing monopolies would do and think if some enterprising
EngliShm‘“‘ or Scandinavian should put a fish factory off shore
and catch the precious fish before they did! Such a row, such an
outburst of anger, such gesticulation and rhetoric would be re-
Jeased as even this island had never heard before! Itis a project

worth pondel ing upon.

siciliﬁn

Sunday, a7th February 1944

Againno flight. Lieutenant Beard kindly waited with me all the
morning at the airport, and then took me (and Captain O’Leary,
who was waiting in vain for a flight to Naples, to join the sea-
porne party going home) to the Opera—Beard is very keen on
the theatre, being no mean musician himself. He seems to have
inherited Sherry’s royal box, There we saw Cavalleria Rusticana
put very badly done. The costumes were good, as one might
expect from Sherry’s description of this theatre, he having gone
over it thoroughly, as the Massimo is one of the biggest in the
world. The opera being in a Sicilian setting, despite the bad per-
formers, not only were the costumes good, but they were pro-

rly used, there being no fooleries, such as one sometimes sees,
of Elizabethans brushing shoulders with Victorians on the same
stage. That always offends my sense of accuracy. Afterwards met
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Toby Moore at the American Red Cross Club, to which Capa:
O’Leary took me for tea; Toby told me he is enjoying life Ptain
better at Petralia as an Assistant Commissioner than ever I:“'-“_:h
as a judge in the Military Court in Palermo. He told me hoe did
had obtained a post for the waiter of our mess, Aldo, Whow he
had taken with him to Petralia because Aldo had made Outm he
without Toby he would starve. The first job was on a by that
Aldo so upset the passengers that they had to remove llims;- but
that job. Apparently he would anly carry such pass engers Tom
took a fancy to—and these he refused to charge any fare as he
others being left by the wayside. That will at least show 'i‘“the
Sherry, and Aldo Raffa that I was not so ill-humoured 54 oby,
thought me when I used sometimes to deal so harshly with, the.
and the old cook—they really were the most incompeten Aldo
I ever met. People
Toby full of a tale of the Mafia and the kidnapping of 5
man’s daughter, involving some important names in sif-fm!&'
day. I wonder if people at home can picture the back 1y to-
the Sicilian scene. ground to
This evening had dinner at the 7th Army mess with Lieyt,
Colonel Lucky, who invited me there so that I might |lenant-
opportunity of a last evening with the Catinellas, who v avedn
his guests, at which I was very pleased. cre also
I have been going through the list of dismissals which
made in the universities of southern Italy since my érr"v e
full-ranking titular professors, at Palermo, four have b val. Of
pletely dismissed and five suspended. This is out of aboien S
four professors, and at first sight it might seem as thoy ht i
not done our job of throwing outfascists very efficient] 2 ;Ve ha
the contrary is the case. Actually there are in any caeb;.;‘ B
dismiss in southern Italy than will be the case in l'{a}ne ewer to
north. My preliminary investigations show that at lcaantl T
per cent of the Rome professors will have to go at once ;t ik
in Palermo so many chairs had fallen vacant that 0::|l e
remained behind to be dealt with by us at all. As a result i
made sixteen appointments and we have only had n;ed ::e have
four dismissals to make so many. The medicals are ke
whole, less contaminated with fascism, and so in tl; on the
; R e Royal
Academy of Medical Science of Palermo we made only of .
938 Y one dis-

t‘vel\fe sus

i Universi

Naples -
Royal Societ

one.
ofthe C

e suspension. But in the Royal Academy of Science

< gsal and on
mis and Arts of Palermo we have fourteen dismissals and

tters : g . .
pensions. At Messina University again we made six-

intments, OT thereabouts, and only had need to dismiss

appo 3 ot
;e:}'ﬂ"’ fessor besides the administrator, so many Chairs falling

; automatically. T!)e Peloritania Academy of Messina had
highest number of dismissals, amounting to thirty-six. Cata-
ty saw five new .appointments and one dismissal. At
University we dismissed twelve professors, and in the
y we put out fourteen members and suspended

hairs which we have abolished from the Italian educa-
al system there are Dirttto Corporativo, Storia e dottrina del
Fascismo, and Cultura Militare.

In the case of other fascist chairs, rather than abolish them I
them transformed back into those subjects from which

tion

have had
dhey formerly arose, such as:
Feonomia politica corporativa becomes Economia politica

Demografia generale e demografia comparata delle Razza becomes

Etnologia.
islazione del Lavoro becomes Diritto del Lavoro
Diritto Corporativo ¢ Diritto del Lavoro becomes Diritto del

Lavoro.
Diritto Coloniale becomes Diritto Coloniale Comparato
Principi di economia generale corporativa e statistica. becomes
Principi di economia politica e statistica.
Biologia delle razze umane becomes Biologia umana.

Diritto constituzionale italiano comparato becomes Diritto pub-
blico comparato.
Some people seemed to think that all these subjects should be
abolished out of hand, and this difficult and cumbersome business
of transformation should not have been attempted. They seem to
forget that without these subjects it is impossible for ;he stu-
dents to take a normal degree, and it is imperative, if the morale
and the leadership for the new Italy is to be prov’ided that the
universities should be kept open and working normally’ This we
have succeeded in doing—but the other way would l;a\re been
easier for us, as each of these changes has involved many confer-
ences with rectors and deans of faculties.

239



Among the directors of education of the Italian provinces v,
have found it necessary to dismiss a much higher proport; %
than of university professors—ten having been dismissed so f:‘_n
This is readily understood, as fascism considered the schools 4
principal means of indoctrination, and, normally, a man coulq a
hold this office without being an ardent fascist. e

Toto has made out a list for me of all the professors whom 5,
have appointed to titular rank in the University of Palermq an:i
it makes a formidable roll—and I think that we have done a éﬂod

job here by being able both to fill these appointments, anq

avoid a break in the life of the university, and furthermore ‘:0
have filled them by so many Sicilians, and so avoid the grievan ”
which has always existed that the Chairs were filled from Rou‘ie
by people in political favour in the north. Besides that, they are
all mainly on the young side and dynamic, and I think we hig <
caught some very good fish. ve

[The new professors appointed were:

1. Salvatore Catinella, Professor of Public Comparative .
2. Giuseppe M ontalbano, Professor of Penal Procedure, ]
3. Giuseppe Cocchiara, Professor of F olklore and Popular
Literature.
4, Virgilio Titone, Professor of Modern History.
5. Gastone Canziani, Professor of Psychology.
6. Gaetano Petrotta, Professor of Albanian Literature,
~ Francesco Serio, Professor of Semiotics.
8. Beniamino Gulotta, Professor of Calculus and Law of Aver
ages.
9. Salvatore Traina, Professor of Genetics.
10. Francesco Cipolla, Professor of Geology.
11. Enrico Castiglia, Professor of the Science of Building,
12, Franco Restivo, Professor of Institutes of Public Law, :
18. Giuseppe La Loggia, Professor of Labour Law.
14. Salvatore Orlando Cascio, Professor of Agricultural Law,
15. Rolando Cultrera, Professor of Agricultural Chemistry,
16. Salvatore Monastero, Professor of Entomology.

If I had been a fascist Minister of Education, what a good store
of bribery this would have represented ]
240

Monday, 28th February 1944,

At last after many days of
Contra 1 e 1 d
away from Palermo to-day, but eve;y s:?:d:, 1 managed to get
weather«—-ofl the contrary it was very bad as not ideal flying
At the airport T met General Castellano and hi
Catinella’s friend. Catinella arranged for me i:. m‘B .t.olt)lic.,
eet of

them on Tuesday at his h

him. General Giuseppe C(:;Z,llasju: ?:i%;;?f’y heard stories of
years of age, of about medium stature, with ian and about fifty
geﬂt expl.'e.?:smn. The impomnt part ;hat th:nGa-cute and mmui.-
the Armistice negotiations, and the S mm?ral played in
showed' then, ought certainly to mark him out foora d'co_urag.e he
career in the service of Italy. At the airport "Ia 1uungmshed
Howard, who was on his way to Naples. He askeg.;la AL
begd to Sl!‘ Percy Loraine when I next s.aw him to be remem-

n arriving at Algiers {
with hi::n at his mesfand ;Zevfr;n:::cli?;ﬁ:c?j ,t.c sty S ni"ght
at my dlSpDSZ‘Il, which was more than helpful. 1 }::’dﬂzr and driver
was not considered very favourably dispos ed RS :ﬁd that he
thmk‘ there is no foundation for this allegation, a ies, but [
meeting and now again during the evening [ fow;d hs at our last
f'rien.dly and very straightforward and convinein “wlsmmy
const(‘iers all the rogues who want to control Sicilig‘ ffe l_"‘-'ll ot
surprised that the General, as a Sicilian himself a;: affairs [ am
n::at‘ked out for some high position in Sicily b ’Ba?is e o
discussed many characters and movements inyS‘ ﬂoglm. o
General did not underestimate the power or th i) and ‘the
Mafia element in Sicily. i oo
The grandson of the Prince of Trabia w y

()rﬁcers, and as charming as Catin:l\l?':l?ri‘e‘:; ::; :Lf i
!umse!f g \’\-’.hen the day comes that the General can tell ;‘general
m.cludm'g his mission to Madrid, it will make a bra s
will begin to get the credit which is due to him R

Tuesday, 29th February 1944
Annoyed to see in to-day’s Stars and Stripes, Algiers editi
that‘l]le Badoglio Government have already st'arte?il sy
f}!‘edlt for what we have done in revising the text bc:totl-ts—ﬂ0 g tb‘e
Just inaccurate reporting # ) e
nr :Q 241



‘Elementary school text-books are being revised by the
Badoglio Government’s Education Ministry
said. “Books for schools in Sicily, Calabria
liberated Italy are affected by this revision,”

Won’t Carlton be annoyed ?

The weather is terrible—rain and wind—and quite cold, hut
that one is used to now, after a winter in Italy. '
We took off to-day from Oran in a South Africar

It is good to be in a British machine again,

back on account of this b

for his wings.

At first, on our left was the North African shore, and immedi-

ately behind it the mountains, and on our right a solid dark wal]
(a ‘cold front’) of storm. Gradually the streak of clear weather
between the coast and the mountains closed in, and the pilot tried
to climb up over the mountains, but finding it too dangerous, and
being sorely buffeted about, we turned about, just clearing the
nearer mountains, and so returned to Algiers. The weather here
too was very bad. Curiously enough, on getting out of the "plane
I met Major McDougal, one of our American officers, neither of
us having noticed till then that we were fellow-passengers. He
was also on his way to England.

Later, after lunch—a mug of coffee and terrible sandwiches
struggled for in a jostling crowd of officers and other ranks
(Americans so often do these messing arrangements badly)—we
tried again. This time we reached Oran safely, although t-(}wardg
the end of the flight there was lightning, thunder, and mists—
but the pelting rain and wind had died down. McDougal and 1
stayed at Ganieli’s Hotel and messed at the American Grillon
mess, where was provided the very opposite of all I said about

American messing in that terrible hutment on the airfield at
Algiers, where, even after we had had to struggle for our coffee
and sandwiches we were turned out at two o’clock. Here was a

," the announcemeny
, and other parts of

1 deroplane,
but we had to turn
ad weather. In fact the pilot was afraid

great contrast indeed. The first exception was the generosity—
for they did not charge strangers. The food, too, was good, and
the place was spotlessly clean and well arranged. Then the wine
was free—and as much of it as we needed, and the waiters,
Italian prisoners of war, were very pleasant and helpful when we
spoke to them in Italian.
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Wednesday, 1st March 1944

We took off from Oran to-day at eight-thirty in the same:
South African transport ‘plane with its very pleasant crew of
young well-mannered officers. Having found that 1 had been in
the Airborne Division, they were kind enough to invite me into
the cockpit. Here it was much more interesting and, flying at a
great height through the Straits of Gibraltar, we had magnifi-
cent views of Spain and Tangier, This route lay in what they
call ‘Bomb Alley’, because German fighters have the habit of
ranging out here from France and frequently attack shipping and
transport ‘planes. This one, for instance, has neither armament
nor speed, and so it is fair game for any enemy fighter. One of
our pilots a short time before had been attacked here by eight
Messerschmidts.

We came down at Fort Lyautey, where, in an American mess,
we had a very indifferent lunch at a very high cost—officers
and men feeding together. We arrived at Casablanca at 2.50
p.m., having called at Rabat on the way. The weather was
noticeably warmer and quite a change from the cold of the
Mediterranean.

To our delight we were told we could leave for England to-
night. But they make these arrangements badly. We were told
to return at 9 p.m., although the 'plane was not leaving till mid-
night, and the second-lieutenant in charge was as near insolent as
he could be. Although the Americans have covered the Mediter-
ranean with a network of transport services, which have been of
immense help to our war effort, it is difficult to see how they can
retain them after the war in competition with other nations. It
may be, of course, that this is not a fair comparison with their
civilian services.

During the day [ walked round Casablanca and bought a small
panier of eggs, dates, and nuts to take home with me, drank
beer (a welcome change) at a wayside café and was pestered by
begging Arabs who were far worse than the beggars in Sicily. It
was noticeable that there is a stronger negroid element in the
native population here than in Algiers, but at the same time,
as in Algiers, the blue-eyed strain is very large. This colour
might be derived from Atlantic as well as Nordic sources, but the
latter must form a large proportion of it, and it would seem to
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