main road, which is cobbled, PaSEiES unn'lcr strange arches, o
beyond Termini we came to Cefalli—a city of Greek fo"ndatjo
as its name suggests. Here To.by Moore a short time ago w i
with Petroni, the carabinier:e heutenam':,-trying a case of g,
boys who had been responsible 'fm- seditious pro-fascist prome
ganda. Despite the fact that the Bishop pleaded for the bUVs’ t}?:;

were sentenced to prison.
The town is built out on a headland, and the hoyseg -
d the

sea wall on which they are built drop steeply into the sea, |
parts our road winds in and out, ar.‘d up and down, for the m(;u :
tains fall steeply here to the Mediterranean—but eyep we'k n-
the sea on our left. We arrived at the home of Signore ave
Signora Lipari, about whom I have had much trouble late] alT
time for a late lunch at Santa Agatha de Miletello. Signora Liy, ;
is an American from Cleveland, Ohio. Her parents Were Sici]I')an
and so is her husband. He was a fascist party membey as so m’a“,
were under the previous régime—and as these towns are tany
between warring factions, the Liparis, heads of one, are }, orn
attacked by the other. Professor Martino, after consulﬁng meln
the matter, appointed Signora Lipari Lecturer in Englis}t: ?n
Messina University, and now hell has broken loose. Theens In
of the Liparis are accusing the Rector of appointin oy Wifem;-es
" fascist. Before I confirmed the appointment I foyn d it hadoha
backing of Colonel Story, the American officer who i Se the
Civil Affairs Officer of Messina, to whom Mrys. Lipari had l:“c“'
of great use. Fi urthermore, our investigations haq shown tien
Signora Lipari had performed a brave and usefy] part of at
use to the Allies, leading them Ehrough difficult places an%re.:at
forming them of the location of the Germans. Therefore as I]?..
can speak English, which is more than some people here Whos e
up to be teachers of English can do, and as she hag served t81:Et
Military Government for several n}omhs without pay, and f e
thermore, as this military record cannot be ignored, | am Oeﬂu_r 5
that we have been quite right. But I have told Signora Lipari ﬂ":ln
I have put the whole matter out to the m\-'estigation departm )
for review—and the case is in the hands of Captain Hare oneem
our C.I.D. men, who both in investigations and before as,a Le.c:{
Civil Affairs Officer in charge of a town has done remarkah]
good work. Meanwhile, until she is proved guilty of being aﬁ
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e and leading fascist, we will continue to treat her as guilt-
less.(;aptai“ Hare's investigations proved that there was no
K  why Signora Lipari should not retain her appointment. ]
asoerwa}ds we continued our journey, now accompanied by
o CATS full of the people from Sta. Agatha, who were also on
w - way to Messina. As usual the civilian cars broke down fre-
ﬂ:lilnrl}'""‘”hi':h is not surprising considering the state of the
:.loads. 5 ~ ]. -
On this journey th.ew ies on the shore a landing craft with its
ek proken—a reminder thftt war swept this land only a month
w0 Ago—We are already in danger of forgetti ng it. Along the
oadside, 100, we p'assed t-anl{s-—hut these are in process of dis-
i tegration. T}_‘e_"? is nothing that was ever. made by the hand of
man that the Sicilian Call‘u]f)t use—and so bit by bit tanks are dis-
appeafi“g' In one town we passed the tank'had been reduced to
the bottom part only and the track, upon which the children were
working with great earnestness.

By the time the road bends sot'lthwards, as Messina is
apprOaChed’ and'leatfes the coast behind, we reached a difficult
and dangerous bit of r‘oadwdallgerops not only by reason of its
pature but because of lnem—Fhe deliquenti—for strange to say,
although Mafia has never ex1stt;2d here in Messina province to
any extent, in some parts’there is unorganized crime. The road
winds among the hills, which are forest covered, and on the road-
side and over the edge, and sometimes in the dells below, are
trucks and tanks, some ours, and more those of the enemy, to
remind us what went on here a short time ago. Another remin-
der, as we passed through one town (Barcellona) was to see
bright flares in the dark, as children burnt gelignite for fun!

If you see a car broken down, or a cart with the horse down, as
our headlights pick it up coming round a bend in these hills,
ou do not stop to give a hand. That is not because the Sicilian is

too hard-hearted—on the contrary he is a generous type of man
__but he is also fearful, and with good reason, and he is not
going to risk robbery or violence from a cunningly laid trap.

About eight o’clock we reached Messina, and it was not long
before Colonel Story had given us a meal in his hospitable mess
—and he had there to meet us the Rector in his naval uniform,
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B sl suits hirp welle e the  newly- appointed. prefecisg

Messina.
; 194k
MM@;;:' 1‘: iﬁm"" a magnificent site—it lies on the easten,
mﬁ:ez' Sicily, on the eastern sid? of a northern point, over
inst the toe of Italy in Calabria. Here the sea formg the
Straits of Messina and on both the Sicilian and the Italjap sides
of the straits the land falls very steeply to the sea—for he

have a geologica
dropped, allowing
mainland. It is no
that the frequent

1 fault where a part of the earth’s surfae
the sea to rush in and separate Sicily frop,

doubt because of the instability of this fﬁul
earthquakes occur along it—and thege hav:
been serious. The last one was in 1908 when there wag 5 hrge
casualty roll—and from that e-art.hquake the town had scarcely
reoovel:ed before the traged'y of this war swept over it. Profuse)
Martino says that his far'mly were only saved from the s
quake by their father taking them away a few hours before .

* ore to
their country home. Their house was completely demolisheg

If one can forget the ruins around al:fout due to bombardmen
one looks eastward across the blue straits, the blue sky overheag
to the hills and mountains of Calabria opposite,, with severa]
towns at their feet, the chief of which is the port of Reggio, Bug
our attention is distracted nowada:\‘s from this view by the S
rounding destruction. The town is a mass of ruins, although
these in some parts are less apparent than real due to the fac

that the town was rebuilt in reinforced concrete after the e
quake. As a result buildings often look whole till ope glances
through a glassless window or woodless door and then ope e
that their interiors are gutl't'd- The R.AF. dL'slroyed the port
and railway station, from which the ferry ran to the continent
and here railway lines are just torn up and twisted into knots a;
though they were made of rope. But I am told that Colone]
Story’s Italian director of the railway has worked wonders
has got the line working over some miles to the south of Messing:
but it will be a long time before it is working properly, eﬂm,
to the west, to Palermo, for all the bridges in that direction u-i
destroyed, and it is only in certain short lengths that they can ge

the line at all.
14+

Te wea

Despite all this destruction, from which the university has not
escaped, we were ablfz formally to open the university to-day, and
so the work of examinations and lectures will start. To advance
<o far has taken much work, not only on the part of the Military
Government (mainly the Educational Department with the assis-
rance of Colonel Menapace of Finance, and of Colonel Story, the
Senior Civil Affairs Officer for Messina and his staff ) but above
all on the part of that very patriotic Italian scholar—Professor
Martino, who, in these difficult days, has with great ability dis~ |,
charged the office of Rector. The original rector was a fascist
who fled and it was a fortunate day for Messina University when
Professor Martino shouldered this great responsibility when all
was chaos. He had been at his post at the university, being a
medical professor, during the German occupation, when he
served as a Colonel of the Italian Medical Corps and remained at
his post when others fled. He is a sincere liberal in point of view,
a2 competent scholar of good reputation, and above all a first-
class administrator who plays the game.

It is due to Professor Martino’s representations and cogent
arguments that T restored to the University of Messina its
Faculty of Letters of which it had been deprived under the
fascists. It involved founding a Chair of Greek, because without
it the courses in the Faculty could not be complete. Fortunately
there was a Faculty of Magistero (of Education) which had suffi-
cient Chairs to provide most of the teaching necessary for the
Faculty of Letters and so the cost of restoring the Faculty has
been negligible. I should think this is the only Chair of Greek
which has been founded in the twentieth century—the fashion

oes the other way now. In addition we have founded two new
Chairs of Medicine in order to make the medical courses more
efficient. Thus, though the war has cursed Messina in loss of life
and property, I hope that the Athenaeum of the city (the source
of all the spiritual hope of the people) will arise ::»tmnger and
grander than ever it was before.

At the npvning ceremony were rcprescmati\'es of the army
and navy, the new prefect and the archbishop. The Rector con-
ferred upon Colonel Story, Major Deutsch and Captain Pino the
Medical Officer, all of Messina, and upon Major Washburne,
Major Sherwood and myself honorary degrees. Washburne very
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fittingly, having regard to'his high position in American ¢
tion, received his degree mn Pedagogyt and Sherry ip, Lettu(‘a..
which is fitting for a writer of plays. Mine was in Phiiosoph ers,
commemorate the fact that it was my decree which t'te:stortf:t.i!’r =
Faculty of Letters and Philoso.phy to the university, the
Like the opening of the university at Palermo, the SCene
one of indescribable noise. The cause of it is not far 1, Stk ;
the first time the universities have been able to meet under. =
ditions of liberty, free from the discipline of the b}a"kﬂhirtmn‘
the fascist rectors. The result has been a swing right in
opposite direction. The youth have the idea that oyy armies th
to drive away discipline, and therefore that we are S)'mpat?a :
to every form of bad manners. I hav.c frequently had t, mt;enc
university students, as in the case of the Corda Fratres i lth
mo, on this head and point out to them that self-dj scipline (a ere
disciplina) is the sign of a stable civilization, and theiy anamhﬂ_ut?..
lack of discipline is not what we have come to encourage ; istie
place of the autocratic discipline uf_‘ fascism. But it ig 5 harg'dt-he
tinction for them to understand, since they do not even y (1
stand the principles of a secret ballot, or of a ot Nnder.
minority report of a commission. Itis in such matters 44 th?; ang
we see the harm which fascism has wrought on the - that
people of Italy, and, after the first wild outburst of anarch ingep
fascism is overthrown, there is always the danger of 5 rey \af:ter
bringing back another authoritarian régime. ACtion
In this wild scene Martino behaved with great dignit_y
although he wanted to give me his resignation afterwa;dand:
refused to accept it as in no sense was the boisteroyg S S, 1
the proceedings a reflection upon himself or upon the j’tli{la‘or
Military Government, but only the reaction against Yea N
fascist discipline. It shows, however, that we muyst e b rs of
the change from one extreme type of régime to anothg:.ake
gradual as is possible. as
It was quite impossible to read my speech, althﬂugh "
Rector read his, so it was tabled as though read, anq it will e
printed in the Annuario; it has been repoited in the Press, A be
punishment the Rector has suspended the €Xaminationg ;Nh? a
has made the mass of the students very angry alr’eady ﬂga;n st :]:h
rowdies who brought this trouble upon them. £
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The students wear curious tricorn hats in the colours of their
Faculties, and from them are suspended medallions, charms, and
anything, indeed, which strikes the fancy of the student—and
what does not? In these they have been parading the town all

da);“ ter the ceremony, we went to lunch with the Rector in what
was once the !-.Iotel Bristol (I believe he said) and we had
there, Sherry, Signora Martino, who is the daughter of Princi-
pessa d’Alcantrez, Pro‘f'essof- Petroncelli, the Rector of Catania
University, and his wife, Signore and Signora Lipari, Colonel
gtory, Major Dt.zutsch, Captain Pino, and many others. Mrs.
petroncelli, despite the real rigours of travelling in this country
at the present time, always manages to accompany her husband,
to whom she i.'-.‘_- of very great use owing to her excellent know-
ledge of Englls}). They are both keen members of Catholic
Action —and so in the three rectors of our Sicilian universities
we have complete contrasts—but owing to the goodwill charac-
terizing the three of them they are working amicably together.
Martino is an old Social Democrat strongly inclined to Separa-
tism, Baviera as strongly inclined to Unitarianism as Martino
is against, and Petroncelli of the same view on that point
with Baviera, but for quite different reasons—because of his
support of the Church which does not favour any weakening
of Ital)’-

[ am told that before the invasion there was very little contact
petween the universities—but now it is rare that we have an
occasion without the rectors or their representatives from the
other universities attending—and in this matter Petroncelli and
Martino have been particularly helpful, travelling long distances
over these frightful roads at very great personal inconvenience,
to Palermo to keep in touch with everything that has been hap-
pening. As a result my office has had a panel of three rectors
of considerable experience (who have often been accompanied
by their deans of faculties) for all our planning, and for that
reason [ am certain that what we have done for Italian education
ought to last—because it is Italian. For throughout we have
consulted the rectors, and not infrequently cancelled our instruc-
tions when they and Catinella have produced better methods of
grappling with all those difficult problems of which we had so
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many, especially in the period when there Was 1o central geyer,

only one in name.
ment, or foy Palermo at 2.15 p-mn., for, much as [ would hy
We !m r . h t h Ve
liked to stay longer at Messina, we have too much worlk tq
: way. We got back to Palermo at 8.30 p.y.

linger by the way. € :
waf excellent considering the state of these roads and the fact

that we had to travel part of the way in t'hc dark. 0‘“ the way we
found a British staff car b.roke_n do‘wn w:}h two officerg and ey
soldiers and well laden with kI}” 1 i-1e oﬁu,:ers asked us for lift
which was not easy as we were in a jecp. They seemed to be v,
light-hearted about leaving their car in r..:hargc of two soldieps
a lonely road in Mafia-ridden countryside. I had to. warn g,
before leaving the men that the latter must 'be on t-llt'l'll‘ guard g,
that the officers must get back to them immediately and
Jeave them there too long. But I think they thought I wag Suffer.
ing from some kind of nerves. It is curious that the army ltno“,;;

do to
’ Which

-

little of the country through which it fights and travels, g jy is
large formations and takes its own .l:(?llntr:y and atmosphepe widr:_
it—but we, in the back-blocks, administering the territory, kne
what are its problems and the dangers. It S be much mo:v
dangerous to be a lonely and zealous C.A. ‘uﬂ‘u:er in some lone]e
part of Sicily or Calabria than nearer the front where shells e

falling.

Tuesday, 4th January 1944
A lone Civil Affairs Officer in one of the outlying towys ]
solved this everlasting spate of paper instructions H"“’ing lfr lag
this headquarters. When visited recently by a senior }y, ‘:In
taken to task for not having made any returns for severs] Weekas
His reply was to pull out the three drawers on the right-hﬂn&
side of his desk which were simply bursting with letters, instr. ;
tions, pro-formas, and directives of every kind. He.

He said:

“These in the top drawer are those I have not had time tolo
at. These in the second drawer are those at which I have glan ok
and to which I might attend some day if I have the time, ang
those in the bottom drawer are too damned silly to be "ﬂ‘swt;red :

Raffa tells me that the visit I have had from Fathey Scanlan '
Roman Catholic chaplain at Cat;nia whom I knew in the 42;1;
14

pivision, has created somewhat of a sensation among his civilian
i everal memb.ers of wlfit-:h are very active politically, parti-
cularly on the left side of politics. They were amazed that Britain

ing a Protestant country should permit Roman Catholic chap-
Jains in its armYy, and seconfll_y they were astounded that in this
agee (which is one of: revolution sweeping away what some of the
agitators thin.k are out-worn” creeds) the Allied armies should
50 honour rehgmn as to have chaplains in its service, and with
the rank of officers. It is a good object lesson in moderation for
come of the young doctrinaire fire-eaters.
Wednesday, 5th January 1944

Had lunch to-day with the Mayor (Sindaco) of Palermo, Cava-
Jjere Tasca, who has a pleasant house at Mondello near where
Catinella also lives. Mondello is a pleasant seaside resort a few
miles west of Palermo and is built around a little bay. To reach
it one passes through what was once the royal park (La Favorita)
in which lies the Casa Cinese, which is now the Folk Museum
under Professor Cocchiara. There Lady Hamilton lived many
years. This park is full of almond-trees, and, in places, cacti. In
the Casa Cinese is one room in which the diners could be free
from the servants waiting upon them, since the plates and those
parts of the table immediately beneath each plate moved up and

_down to the kitchens below—a room probably much used by

Lady Hamilton!

At the lunch was Catinella and Mrs. Catinella and among
others Andrea Finnochiaro-Aprile, the leader of the Separatist
movement. The Separatists are very earnest in talk—and if they
were so strong in deeds this country would not be attached to
[taly longer than twenty-four hours. I think the fact that from
Norman times onwards the Sicilians have been ruled by
foreigners makes them less able or willing to take strong action
for independence. That the feeling for independence is deep,
however, in many circles is undoubtedly true—and I think that
we are making a mistake in not realizing how strong it is.

The Sicilian Separatist movement has a committee, but
whether all Separatists adhere to it is another matter. The one
that we come in contact with is the Comitato per L' Independenza
della Sicilia of which Finocchiaro-Aprile is the head. He was, I
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Tl a Under-Secretary of State for Way,

en for the T8 aid to:me that they did ot see what rigp
ment, SomeonE ir in Siclian affairs as he was not a Siciligy
he had to | believe, they said, a Tuscan. I suppose his claim
at all, but, : rate as good as De Valera’g t:

e ilian nationalist is at any rate
:: :n &s:;;l:ngn Among the Separatists here are the Mayoy ¢

; his vice-Sindaco Di Napol;
- indaco Tasca, and apoli
the town, S but they have a habit of trimmi’ a

are man more,

2;{23;3?:}1&11 the gadoglio Govemmer;t appears to be ve

strong, as it does now, one observes a r}m;l er of people, such as
Musotto, the prefect, and a number of the Qfier prefects whg
were all believed to be ardent Separatists, more inclined towayqg
a unitary pOSitiOn——'bU' e . me‘Y appear to be on the
2 her side of the fence, or in 2 neutral position. There are yery
few who take an intransigent position, among them, the Uni.

ians, bein Baviera. .
tari 'ghjarO-Aprile group of Separatists want to gee i

The Finocc BT
democratic republican régime in Sicily, and, .shculd there arise
any form of a United States of Europe they wish to belong to jy,
They claim that the economy of Sicily is snchlthat it can majp.
tain a commercially balanced budget, -and ﬂ.la.t IS exports woulq
exceed the imports. To sound public opinion in Sicily, the
wish a plebiscite to be taken, and th'e_v w‘ant the security of :u};
independent Sicily, in default of a United .‘_nates of Europe bein
created, to be guaranteed by either the Allies or by Englang, F'oE

they recognize that this ils-—as F‘inm‘.chia.tro-z\prile frequent]
repeated—una condizione sine qua non per impedire aggression; t})z.
altri stati. Indeed, [ gather from some of them that if they coylq
be assured of independénce from Italy, they would take it even jf
it meant conditions similar to those which bind Egypt and lra;g
to Britain rather than remain subject to the Italians. Whethe
this represents all their points of view I cannot tell. There arer
indeed, some who would go further and would like to mm'
inside the British Empire with some sort of dominion status an:;
there are others, especially among returned Italian emig;ant
from America, who would like to see America playing some par:
in guarameeing their independence. But all of them are agreed

on the need of independence.

believe, at ©
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anti-monarchist, the Sicilian Separatists
are strongly opposed to Communism, and to the régime of Com-

m and chaos which they feel certain will ensue in Italy
le country is freed of the Germans. Perhaps it is the
lian dynasty which is their chief weakness at the
f that existed there would be a rallying point for

A]thﬂugh strrmgly

murlis
once the who
Jack of a Sial
momcm--for i

the Separatists. -
Opposed to the Separatist movement is the Socialist element

of the population, but this is not considerable, only being found
in the great cities—and, even among them are Separatist or
Autonomist Socialists (such as Sellerio) who believe that there
should be a measure of self-government for the island. The
Church party, as represented by the Christian Democrats is also
e Separatist movement, and curiously enough for

0 posed to th
h the same reasons as the Socialists—the fear of being cut off

from their fellows on the continent. A reaction of the Separatists
was to become anti-clerical, which was curious, since they depend
for their strength upon the peasantry, and the peasant is ultra-
gjcilian and not anti-clerical. Recently I have noticed a change on
the part of the Separatists, and it is likely that the tendencies
rowards anti-clericalism will die away. In all this the freemasons
h kind, who are represented by the Scottish rite, so

of the Britis
far as 1 can tell, lean steadily towards Separatism whilst those of

the continental type are prone to Socialism.

One thing is certain, whether we are dealing with Separatists,

Socialists, Christian Democrats, or Freemasons, they are all ex-

reme anti-fascists, and any dictatorial power which .might grow
up in Italy (let us hope one will not) would have difficulty in con-
trolling the extreme individualism manifested by the Sicilian of

muc

any party.
[January 1916. Since this entry was written the Separatist

movement in Sicily has been proscribed by the Rome Govern-
ment. From information received, Finocchiaro-Aprile and other
leaders of the party have been arrested, and deported to an island
off the mainland at Naples. It is alleged by Separatists that their
jeaders have been in some cases not only arrested, but wounded,
badly treated, and even beaten. What truth there is in this | do
not know, and I merely state what [ have been told. But the pro-
scription has the effect of stamping out the legal existence of a
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A . to the Italian Government of Sj

m wiucl'[ W”m:’dp‘l:: ;f:dlv one way of attempting to get ,f: z;
Parn-—aflfl itis Ther esult of the proscription means that the
an "PP"’.’lﬂiz;-epﬁidden under pain of punishment to carry gy,
Sepmﬂsmf‘ litical activity- Their offices, I understand, haye
any so!-'ifj:d F:::d. so it is said by some of the Separatists, thejy

j!::z‘e:limve,been invaded_ by the POI'E: N A
he general complaint o e Par? 1ats; apart tromiithe
eolect which Sicily has suffered, is that they were
ear neg by the union with Italy in 1861, as they lent theip
support to Garibaldi in the belief that they “"C’“l'd be freed frop,
! PPBourbOI‘I yoke, and that they would enter into union wig,
;-::i on a federal basis, whereas, the CIE‘L‘:UOI] 'which they be.
lievzd was to lead to such a fed.eral relationship was used to
anex Sicilys and that annexation ].133 been maintained by
force of arms ever since. They therefore demand the right of
sec;;il:;-also complain that ever since 1861. Sicily has been
treated as a colony, and that she has_been ex pIc_nted economi(;auy
by the north, because the north believes that it would be disas.
¢rous if they lost the inte:.'n'al mariief' ff’{’ their _”‘d"stl'ial S50t
provided by agricultural Sicily. The Sicilians claim that, wheregag
Jutely sound, so that they can find

their own economy is abso b
markets for their own goods prov ided they are allowed to i

freely with industrial countries, the economy of northern Italy js
less sound, finding it difficult to compete mn the open market Wit
other industrial countries. In fine, they argue that in the interest
of the northern industrialists, they are reduced to a state of ecg.
nomic slavery, and their intention :«; not to tolerate these congi.
tions. The guarantee of their liberties they see in the contre] of
their own finance and their own customs houses. Anyway such
are the claims of the Sicilian party: and the Parri Governmeng’

ly was to proscribe the party.
repy - ¢ sga
such a spirited people as the Sicilians, a people

cl
£ swiﬂdlﬂd i

[Among
who gave the fascists more trouble than any other, it is not Sur:
prising that this should have been followed, as has occurred now

in January 1946, by open revolt in one place in the interior, anq

at another to the west of Palermo. In this latter place, which js 5

strong Separatist district, one thousand Separatists fortifieq
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mselves ina hill position and fought back the carabiniere for a
whole day under the scarlet and gold flag of Sicily.

roscription has not killed the Separatist feeling, and Separa-
ue that if they were wrong in their views, the northern
hould have convinced them of their errors in the normal
manner by political argument. They say that since
they are made t.he subjects ({f political oppression it not only
argues that the 1nmle{'anue of which the fascists were guilty is
pot dead in Italy, but it also suggests that their opponents have

1io arg.,;rms.-nts other than force to apply.
hile some Separatists have taken to rebellion, which, no

doubt, in accordance with the traditions of the country, will flare
up from time to time, and which will be mightily aided by the
stocks of weapons and ammunition generously strewn across the
countryside by German, [talian, American, and British armies,
other Separatists have ostensibly renounced Separatism, to come
out as a legal party for the autonomy of Sicily. It would seem
that this must place the new, and from what one can see, more
ably led government of Signor Gasperi, on the horns of a
dilemma. For if they refuse the reasonable demands of the auto-
pomists, it must prolong the Separatist struggle. But if they con-
cede the demands they can scarcely continue to keep the leaders
of the Separatist party in prison. These leaders must then be-
come, if they have not become already, martyrs for liberty in the
eves of the Sicilian population as a whole, and must im;vitably
take over the leadership of Sicilian opinion. Whether Sicily
secedes from that autonomist position to one of Separatism
thereafter will depend, not on what Italy wants, but on what the
Gicilian Separatists demand. It is not easy to escape the parallel
petween the position of Eire in relation to Britain and Sicily in
relation to Italy. The two stages which occurred in the separa-
tion of southern Ireland from the British Empire, first by the
creation of the Free State, to be followed later by southern
Ireland’s unilateral repudiation of that status which bound her to
Biritain and her own self-established, and somewhat anomalous
'Republic’ of Eire, may quite easily be the pattern of events ir;
Sicily.

[Autonomy for Sicily seems, therefore, inescapable, but it is
likely to be granted too late, to be anything other than a transi-
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ssion. The responsibility for this must in ¢
an Governments, and very much [ e
1es

tory stage 10 sece: !
first place lie with old [tali .
at the door - the Fascist Government, which did its best to stj
Jocal independences particularly in Sicily, where it found a ifle
lleable than elsewhere.] POpu-

Jation less ma

th January 1944

Thursday,
stance of how some of our officers are creating b
ad

One more in

impressions has been told to me to-day both by officers
civilians. Itis t© the effect that a certain Civil Affairs officer k and
a mistress openly and goes every morning from the mess iqu?s
official cary with, so it is said, a tray of food on his knees ,fo hfs
Jady love. Ican only speak from hearsay, and I can only ho r_h‘is
not true. But the stories are persistent. The scandal is Cef::lil:l;s

Yy

widespread.

These open s of normal conduct, which happe
n so

flouting:
; as might be expected, are perh
couraged in the cas¢ of the Americans and British byptheap_s en=
peoples, and particularly those ofsllxjxple
atin

notion that all foreign
], and therefore
conduct v

Europe, are by nature immora
would be inexcusable at home, is t0 be looked upon as n
S normal in

these countries: In point of fact the very reverse is true f
women are much more subject to family and home infi or the
than our owI. see in the streets of Palermo ‘feiaces

giris of

You do not
fourteen years of age waiting for American soldiers as [
often

used to see at Oxford.

Friday, Tth January 1944
To-day I went with the Cardinal (Lavitrano) i
2 mn nly carp

Colontoni driving, and Signora and Avvocato Varisco wi
to visit, at his earnest request, one of his schools. Itl o with me,
school and specialized in teaching domestic subjects neafl a girls’
and so on. I was gr‘eatly impressed with the g‘:“tr‘:.l’ll ; }e lework,
dard of equipment and teaching aimed at. Before kf jlgh stan~
always the custom here, we were taken to have qomd,‘ "ng, as is
vermouth—but I noticed the Cardinal ]]ill].‘i(:]l»‘ tt}n; cakes and
And so, amidst much curtseying and bowing, we 1(_&' no wine,
Everyone here has been visiting me in the last t. ,
days to say how they regret the fact that I must ;10“!“0 or three
164 : move over

< our main headquarters has been there some ti
::g]{:i;q:e ;}:;decfliﬁ:;i.onal headquarters herem lfez;nt::t;
there with our advance headqua;?fr;; II:‘;:Ul;ately Washburne is
by the feeling that the time is short in \;,h.a;" always haunted
rights, and so I have wanted to make slc‘ Ky SEL fllings to
finished satlffactorily, before passing on to tl}l:e that Sicily was
the work being only started, it does not qui e mainland, where,
To-fia}’ I have an'nounced that 1 shall le-:vme matter so much.
Variscos are especially upset, and so is Catinelim the 10th. The
e him with me, as I do not know wh ella. I threatened to
him, but he has cried off. at we are to do without
Some of our SC‘-’t!and Yard men serving here as i ;
oﬂ:iCEI.-s have a sure instinct for detectin C%i e as investigating
bringing ihe Rector of Catahia Uniw:rgt : trn.'e. One of them was
ferencs TTanSpo::t being so difficult ami t]0 my office for a con-
well—mgh lI‘I.‘l[.)OSSlb]E for cmnmunica,tions t(:ebroadsi sonbad, it is
the muv::)rsrtles except by arranging for hiel:namta'lmed with
3:.'0 ughie By L officers as they travel about 0%1 tloﬁiﬂ&ls‘ il
is occasion when passing through brie/of B 1eir duties. On
t_;mzeted coastal towns a car came out fro the small, narrow-
;'nto the officer’s car in which the rector ( Pg:: 3 S:de.“.ay and ran
!mg, and broke one of its springs as a mnsronceﬂl) was travel-
umped out, while the Italian driver 'res:fq:‘f“(lﬁ The officer
volubly'; not one word of which the pOlic%; oﬁlic ated and talked
the police have not, as a breed, the gift of cer understood, for
that r(:lar_(_lgetuout!' But the Sicilian only ‘; r:::ngugs.- ‘Get out of
tested and ta > g 3 haced,
e, Th:;dt(:lltli‘ :101:3. ’Get out, I tell you! 'a:;g(;l:ltdprl?—
Seier. The officer sa'dr&tor s amazement out came the civi t 4
; : ' id that the civilian ran his j : C!\nlzan
shc!n::mg;;] himself through the window of the ‘C’: Jaw on his fist,
:}‘; ci:ritli;:: ::lﬁllllentk th.e l(wca} maresciallo arri\'e(:‘ l::nzrd‘e r 1 o
h 2, ]—ccc:,-dglj 'Iljlm off to jail, so what thc; civil'pld;ed e
e prisoner——the C-a - i:; fu‘llowmg week the report c‘::leli:d 25
e ekl and S ::ti:al'en, was unlicensed, was w e
L the cvilian was . , was working
Habk sarket with a car Sull of his w a m:tecl organizer of the
tent to keep the rascal in prison i::j:;?_ls-_'lhe maresciallo is con-
time to try him, which is almost the Sm:::f‘ix_or until there is
158 thing'; SO many await

to Naple
and T have
the work i1
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: that it will be some time bef,
. ilitary courts %
trial before the mi

they come to his case.

wary 1944 =
Sgnede !;f/l u::ﬂthaf he and Roy Barone were driving back ¢,
Aldo tells n dashed past him, almoge

ck driven by negroes
rmo when a tr : : £
med him and went at full speed thr ough the town they wepea ifs

: < oy scattering ‘womer, children, and old mey
the tlme‘entel"mf hens. He gave chase and caught them up bu;
and running o:;m*?ly difficult to deal with as they were so jng,,_
lﬁmtn d}-;:erlz:gi‘:ts now that he did not have them arrested—5¢ :
ent.

think he S]]OL';{d::;V; ‘ff;'%iscussed the goodness and badness o
('waahe.re tf?e other day. It seems incredible that any Coink
Sicilian wmeso much bad wine to release for the consumptiop, &
sho;lget?-f;viiling and whisky-tippling troops as our own anq
:ll:; Americans as Sicily has to-d_ay: ‘It ceumoltl be, u:i My opinion,
for any other reason than that it is generally made carelegg]y’
iow is supported by the fact that_most of' it is muddy, aciq
ﬂzt;;: I do not believe that there is any virtue in the trg di:
tional methods of treading the grapes, or al:l]'v- F])thfer mesnsid
allows organic matter to enter the rm:.c.!. ‘u. ich should not pg
there. But I cannot shake the mazycn (Tastrd)_ Hc: stands firm =
the virtue of the old manner. .Wlth proper handling I am certaiy
that there are districts of Sicily which can produce wines of s
finest quality, quite apart from Marsala.
Sunday, 9th January 194 ’
This morning, having some days ago exprfessed a desire to be
I went shooting (so it is called)

in the open air for a few hours, |
Palermo with Avvocato Varisco
?

on the mountain to the east of rmo
and some friends of theirs accompanying us to 4

Signora Varisco :
stone cottage part way up the mountain, where we had breakfagt
Monte Grifone, and it is actually

in the open air. This hill is
higher than Monte Pellegrino, on the other side of Palermp, It

stands well over 2,000 feet, but we did not climb all the way up,
keeping to those spurs which overlooked the sea.
As usual I saw and shot nothing—although the avvocato said
he saw a rabbit at which he fired and which he hit, although we
166

did not find it. But the Iabouf of climbing up there with guns on
shoulders was well Yvort}} \.vln'.le .for the magnificent view and the
fine air- How beaut.lf'l:ll Sicily is in the winter time on a fine day!
[ have now seen this {sland change from the arid brown of sum-
mer t0 the green of \:vmter, through all the passing shades, and I
like it best in its winter garb. This second Ireland is not the
reen isle, but the _motley coated isle of brown and green in the
Mediterranean, which, chameleon-like, changes its coat from one
colour to another, according to whether it is winter or summer.

Coming down the mountain path we saw the spring flowers
begi“ni"g to shoot, .and 10\ffer still we passed in the steep valleys,
the intensive terracing which permits the Sicilian to win a good
wheat crop from a steep mountain slope. Below on the outskirts
ofa hamlet the avvocato saw some sparrows and offered them to
me as & shot—to console me for my empty-handedness—in just
the same way as our woodcutters in the royal forest had done.
Appal‘fnﬂf-“' anything that flies, and is edible, is considered fair
game. We: a }'ILUIdl'E(-I years ago, were not above taking advan-
tage t00 of unsuspecting sparrows and blackbirds—and sparrow
pie, where still made in England, is considered a delicacy. Per-
haps, when we have lost all our wealth as a result of this war,
we too shall lapse back into these customs and manners of our
forebears.

At the foot we found Colontoni waiting for us with the car—
he does not seem to mind how long he waits, as he just sleeps.
Then to the school of Padre Zingali, the Dom Bosco school
pelonging to the Salesian Order which 1 have long been invited
to visit and now at last have arranged to see.

It is the only boarding school in Palermo other than the Con-
vitto Nazionale, and so was of particular interest for that reason.

[ arrived to find the boys all drawn up—in much the same way
that the Bishop of Mazara had arranged his scholars—and in the
same way they embarrassed me by their hearty clapping. Here 1
had to mount a platform with the Rector, Padre Zingali. and
both make a speech and listen to one read by a scholar in'lélnglish.
English has now become the fashion and 1 fear that we may not
be speedy enough nor wise enough to see that this is our chance
of bringing to Italy the real vehicle which will permit them to
learn of our way of life.

157



We left the hall t© the strains of ‘Colonel Bogey,” for whi
was thankful: having s0 often marched to it on church Pm(;‘:h I
cut a better figure than would other € at
Wise

Woolwich, [ was able t0
have been the case.
We had lunch in the refectory, and afterwards examin
king the pasta, and tlu.amc(:zd}!tha
TO-

kitchens and the machine for ma
for the priests had boasted th

7 at not
On]y

ceeded to the pi
could they train boys in good manners, but pigs also!
Here, indeed, T saw 2 Jdemonstration which amply just
their boast. The pig-man Was getting their dinner re E.ll(l;stlﬁed
ket after bucket of it into the in 3:; anq
rs

going in and out with bu¢
where the troughs lay, while all the pigs remained in the
Open

outer sty—sniffing the wind as every bucket passed. Yet wi
they did not make any attempt to enter the sty and gor, Witha]
the dinner for which they were ravenous—and all becage upon
_man’s broom rested in the doorway: in the laﬂguag;?f the

the

pig

pigs of the Salesian Order of Palermo that meant ‘k

and they kept out. That the pigs used an element of inte?ﬁp e
1gence

as well as mere instinct responding to the undoubted
from the broom t0 keep them out, Was fairly clear. F strokeg
- ‘Or wilen
a

young pig, with all the hardihood of youth and all i :
irresponsibility approached towards the door to look tllts giddy
ying inviting and unattended in t].ellt-:;‘ghhat

ughs,

the savoury mess I
an older more corpulent and sage relative grunted and
sn !
uffled it

away from this forbidden spot.
But the moment the broom was removed there wa
sa grunting
3

snuffling, and ’squealing such as pigs make in a stan
they poured like a torrent through the doorway k“{) ede, and
struggling against each other in their haste to f.':(-'i ’thel:klélg and

= B € Nnrst fOr

dinner.
The boys

and seemed very happy.
From the school we went to one of their church
_ 58

Van:sco expressing surprise that I knew the varic :

stories portrayed in many of the paintings and car .).us Biblical

church—I think she thinks that England is a pag rvings. of the

fand: - vagan non-Christiap

From this church we went to see an orphanage in tl

off the main street, the Via I\flaqucd& u.-}l S omars
158 a, where there ig

g—sties,

were as well, and as easily, discipli
s easily, iplined as the pj
. e p}gs___

Palermo,

much poverty. Here the Salesi
esians had d
T;"]’;’a‘; y eall;s-dB}lllt, first the Germans seiozr:j Eu(:h good work in
w 1c the a ¢ b @ l‘*in *
the printinyg trade f;hfor the purpose of trainingptheu:g 1l"‘f""-!la;\eg
American air f '&_3“ came the invasion, and tl rphans to
adjoining orph . estroying their ch:;rch 1e bombs of the
tir'rlle likegﬂli:’i:{mge- Now the place is closeda:lld pemtolin g
backward place :13 gr‘;ilt loss to the communit (;?wn, and at a
8 2 e
for the waifs and st,.zy: ro‘;ssict‘;al: B e :?:; i‘:ﬁ;a a
e : ion
England. The po ti : ACLY such as is fo 4 )
Geﬁtiles live, g:;f:latl\ha Milano 25, where tl:];li w.lth sk
he bombing, and n 1}[: e, found a child wanderin ariscos and
2 ow he lives there—li g around aft
: r - er
o;(;x:ess olf the portiere and his wife living only because of the
though unable to ca .
2 arry on their wo:
riests were tryi work as a
I: et ioF Suufri ‘a”g to do something by gettin nt?rphaﬂageu the
rogress whilst [V services and for sing-son g the boys off the
E ening of P 1 Was: thefer (Ehe pandemog?:, and one was in
Tk n :
hzre isgextremz ennc(l) University—only Wor;::n .;V']as like the
: an ¥
youths and boys’ o the lack of restraint and disci ‘;{ poverty
‘hese Salesians ar most marked, and I lef Stuplon &
5 H _ 1 .
about it is that ite isﬂlllg al good job of work_th: fe;,-]mg that
merely scratchi only troub
* (.-h u le
schools and orphanages are needed ing the surface—and more
The strong i e .
et tii%;e“"(prcsmu_n left in my mind by tl
;Iis{‘i sline and -“Ork- of Padre Zingali was )I“e Dom Bosco
neceisar} 2 restraint which is so rare in‘g-t “; sense of self-
r for a master : . 1cily. .
ately stood still—and t-(: blow a whistle and all lh}e bcl t o anly
10 50, as though stood still as though th oys immedi-
had h,ad the qtﬂud]t wele part of a game. lnd,_._,edt'\. f‘;)ere proud to
not think tl;at '-:fus before they went to the 7% adf‘f Zingali
Palermo it such as were enact dunlversltles. I do
o0 reope ) enac :
i 't'w]puiung ceremonies could have tek at Messina and
ritical of the work ' ‘e ta ac rs
g of the work of the stat en place. Withou
realize that these private schoc e schools, I feel that o t
work and making an exc 'l.ll 100ls are doing a very fine ne must
. . : xcellent contributi 2 ne piece of
CORMMDIEY ition to the welfare of the

m”‘!ﬂ}', IUI!: J{HH(&U'T I J’l l
D—dﬂ\’ unex : . ¥
» WA o < / P f



1 Baviera, having been told for S thz;)tll ah[n leaving Palermg
£O-mOrTOW; held a luncheon party to end be the professors to say
farewell to me: Although 2 rumer.had) A -
the professors are not normally 11 laler{nu at th}s time, anq

despite the fact that they had to buy their own tickets, 3 p;
Juncheon party was quickly assen'lbled-—and every shade of e
versity opinion was represent-ecl. There were among them a fow
et ehom [ had had to reprimand for their closeness to Fascist
thought but who had not been bad.enough to put away, there
were socialists, clericals, a.ntl-clfa-ncals, separatists and angj_
geparatists 10 the number of thirty-five. Amm:lg them werg

Ferretti, Dean of the Faculty of Letters; Crosti, Dean of g,
Dean of Laws; Professor Ascoﬁ

Faculty of Medicine; Guameri: .
(with his wife’s dog—she being in enemy hands); Profeseqy

Catinella; Professor Giardino, Dean of the Faculty of Science
and his son, also a professor, who has served our office Wit};
Catinella s0 well; Mineo; Lavagnini; Restivo; de Stefang.
Cocchiaro and many more: and in'additionSignora and A"Voca{t)‘
Varisco. The Signord had gone home, not having cared to o :
to the luncheon, although I have a shrewd suspicion that she 1:03
helped the Rector a great deal in the arrangements, but ag s;
had been the first member of our staff, and had worked so :
for the Military Government, I sent Colontoni for her ang he}l
husband, and everyone was glad to see them there. <
Jluncheon the rector presented me with 3

At the end of the
all the names of these men—
who a few

volume inscribed with
months ago were our enemies (so far as Italy was at war with )
us

and now have become &rm friends, looking towards Britain

America for that cultural association which formerly had b:nd
provided by Germany. That sodeep a change could be effecteq A
rapidly is, however, due to the fact that the Sicilian has alw i
been, in the main, anti-fascist—in fact he is the foe of any moays
ment which curbs his liberty—and that is why fascism alwve‘
had difficulty with the south. This land of the Mafia will HEit:ys
breed fascism nor communism, for the love of personal indepei

dence is far too great.
The lunch followed another event of some importance, In m
; y

office during the morning there took place the first meeting of
0

the Amhropologiml Society of Sicily, the decree for which
160 ok

signed by me as my last act :
feE:c-r Giardino, the Dean of t?:e ?:Cﬂify};a;.ci; T‘::entdwere Pro-
of Zoology, ‘.v}.j o was elected President; Profes Omcpl‘oi:ﬂsor
Dean of Medicine, elected Vice'Pr'ESiden'g- Profs r rostl,_the
(Professor of Social Anthropology) was ma.;le secessor Cocchiara
fessor Montalbano was elected Treasurer. T retary, and P]:g_
they all insisted that I was to be HO-I"IO :arm}' Fg,,'l‘eaf_t surprise
Foundf:r—Member—which, while pleasing wasy ‘remdem and
whelming and embarrassing. The kin dIl::ss o{c'mﬂ:e more over-
those he respects and likes knows no bounds— e Sicilian to
their loyalty by the same token is very great. I :Hd furﬂl.ermore
a Sicilian who is your friend would ever bt;tmo not think that
migh.t who pretended to be your friend for the Ya::u_but one

[t is strange to see Professor Montalbano myd T"ery artful.
the Society, for he is another over whom 1 hava le d piL of
cl:llt_v. He is a n_:mnmunist by profession and nati :;l great diffi-
did not want him—but, as I knew that he had s rﬂ' g 4is Ot.hers
ably at the. h.ands of the fascists, and had been wl! e:led consider-
from obtaining a Chair, I had to permit tlmeIJLIS Aiii s
matter hu.w much the others deplored my acti aPlen-tment. no
that, despite these deep and bitter (:urrent‘s of “].)n' It is curious
fare betw-ecn the factions, we have been abl et Opefl Wals
respect of all. e to leave with the

The Bishop of Mazara arrive et .
west coast, that I was lea\'ing, and So‘had "‘g ’Itrifpam on the
car and rushed to Palermo to bid me gobd \bl .1 dslﬂ’“ulty got a
agam.typlc:,tl of these people—as is also the \}ve. 95,30, aghip
How it does no Englishman will ever underst ag]( Hewn ‘f'a\'els.
‘I?ush telegraph’. Padre Zingali also came‘i;m h:llt] is like the
Bishop bot.h. had letters they wanted me to ~’.a§ o and the
thro.ugh l'mln-ar_\,-' channels and Sherry is arra e Oﬂ' for themy
our mtelhgem.-(, circles. This e\'eningﬁl packe:;gll;lg thls. through
through the kindness of Avvocato Varisco : ld] .'“)'.t_hl"gf', and
of whom are always studying my “'C'li';lr , d;“l us wife, the pair
.house in tl?c town, so that I have no packf.i;] :a\de s.lept at their
ing. Just after I had reached the Variscos’ hu%, o do in the mom-
go to bed Sherry and Aldo Raffa Rt . :‘l’t;mttll was abo.uf to
news that Aldo had received sudden orders to 1 the surprising

4T's L o s to proceed to London



he is jumping mad with rage—he wants nothing ¢,
1d he, as he speaks Italia:

e Germal'l ] an

do with .. i complete nonsense pulling him out
job, but that is the army {;F

the morning as ;:

1th Januar '
Tl iting introductions and instructions f
[ did not get away from Palermo till 12.45 inst or
s at first plamlecl. [ left with a heavy heart 2t ead
iends. Already it would appear thal:art‘
me back. Anyway, I must come b -
he Anthropological Academy at ack
promised to write the ope ,the
d me at Bagheria with his e::l
tman, Tony, of the American Army, ahdLeL
p.m. and met Professor Gaeta‘:e
o

Martino, who Was waiting for us at Colonel Story’s mess, wh
we had dirmer. This mess, and that of Colonel French at Cat arff're
ia,

are the two best [ have seen. The headquarters messes of Ciy
Government out here are completely wretched and badl ivil
The absence of batmen is 2 great handicap—but in the [)roi: Tun,
the Senior Civil Affairs Officer can usually arrange to have a Inces
run mess, which is, after all, absolutely essential if he is to ‘:ell-
his officers free from illness and in good heart. Bill and [ g} ee
a room in the mess to—night——mmther unique distinction o:‘are'd
mess being that it is the only one that has hot water. Itis a this
change to have warm house instead of this everlasting Shgrczeat
ing in the cold, and counting yourself lucky if you get a ;_"L‘r..
wood ash in an old biscuit tin to make-believe it is warmin ittle
room. The Catinellas” house Was also warm, because it lg A
wide open English type of hearth, and they burnt the wood ’f‘:q a
om

their lemon grove:

ing
Sicily is plotting to get
i uration of t
) th, as I have

address for them. Bill Hare joine

Jent assistant and ba
arrived at Messina at 7.45

Wednesday, 12th January 19%%
f the day with Professor Martino and My,
5.

I spent most ©
- __Colonel Story’s interpreter and secretary, Captain H
5 2 v 1
Messina to investigate the a,::re
-

Lipari—C
having come 10

being with me,
162

cedents of several profess :
we attendfed a meet?ng of t(l):: ;;_il;‘l;‘;zzsiﬁy. In the morning
them to Lift the ban on the examinations m;?:hand Lreaeeten
properly imposed upon the students as » whid they had very
u.nseemly conduct on the occasion o f.the: ra Pun!shment for their
::?; .nArll:::.:lt)(;l'ﬂ;)Z:?t!las been much hea rt_lftz)rl:‘leh:mgl:: - uﬂive;:..
iz e yovidies. 11;)‘2 \;:s s.ent to me by the stidentl:tcthedaﬁ'mr
serious measure, for it m nn.u:.g of ‘the examinatinné i(m 8,
o stay ayear longer at galna in fact that the students w. P la very
the case, and the imposi % university than would oth'Du d have
e pleafe(:]mtion‘ of it has quelled all erwitaibe
myself, for there wa. e l'.f‘ the ban as were thel‘e\'olt_ e
make it too heavy, a S de_s"'e to prolong the Seotiing
s ¥, as many innocent stud punistuent (ox
result of it. udents would suffer as a
At this meeti S
ment, that ths tr:r(l:{;v (;-t“a:,‘:ﬁ ‘?t’uatm‘ I was told, to my emb
been restored to the Ur oty O.f Letters and Philoso;j] mh-arrass..
e mportie of1lrerslty of Messina is to be : which has
university without ‘a Fac 1e Faculty cannot be overloa}l;ned a5
technical school, and ‘T‘,}Ilt'v o{" Arts is no universit Obed, fon:h
N ilklave Slll;presq;d is a fair comment upon fa?.;c’:is ut only a
trouble is that there ‘w'liit = this ancient universit '[;‘1 apic
gone to suppress o i be intrigue of every ty )&y.f he only
tween the universiti gain, as there is a degre ype after: ke
e erm(tlles here which is mua::hgme of jealousy be-
selves r i h mo
this suppression ;T:i‘n:: aples Univensity i Partiazr";:;kw e
Cinaito N.’ipl,eq aq‘ a number of students were di efited by
: - § as a consequence. It wi e diverted from
mistake if the new, and we ho will, however, be a tragi
as a result of such intri o d'_e“"’Cratic govemm; agic
presses this essential fue’ following in the steps of e of Italy,
] dhlasnaee) aculty. It will certai _P of fascism, sup-
impression in Sicily. rtainly make a very bad
I have just received a le ;
Univerqitj\' " \t]t..l-\f ti'd letter from a vast body of st
i I"rubm ‘I‘ essina, dated 11th instant di} ol aeninote
% s » wil3 -3 - y sas - .
 intion c:;—::?: ,ull.ncss of the group whic:}"?:""‘a“hg Uitoa
o osting :hn‘_\‘_.hm they are smart men t:f"‘_":*}*ted the
they still con ﬁt’lt‘l?l v ey convey their thanks fo,.' 1 ese students
y expect to receive from the M?l't the(t:"oul‘s
1Ay rovern-

ment!
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Of the same date I have received the Verbale of the Facul
Science of Messina University stating that the dignity of :13: of
m{vergityhu : aﬂfi‘bnted and that they cnmP‘Ete]y Buch er
" the rector; _ofessor Martino, and that they un th-e

ress their gratitude to himafr‘::‘

ol

action of
ise his work, and exp
of the university, ending b

o the advantage

e has done t
mente eccexionale’. At all of which
ch 1

cun Rettore VT
the Senate we had lunch with the
wife's family, the PI‘i.IlCipessa d'Alcantrez aec'tol"s
br‘other-entertaining us. Their house lies to the south o i', Mnd I}er
in the country- It is a pretty drive, with the sea—the St-es.slna

alabria and its high mountains:tttt?f

e

Messina—on our left and C
east across the blue sea. On the right rise the mountains of Sicj
grey at the summits, below that the wheatlml}r,

y and

deforested and
Jower still the vineyards and orange groves. The curse of Sj
make the Sicilian see that :iqu
Since

is the goat, but it is difficult to
-« almost the mainstay of their animal husbandr

uld be banished and the hills re-afforested th); But if

rved, and with that dioie Wm‘s:tsr

; e

supply would be better conse
. of a development scheme for which th
A1 S ec 5
jon pounds of British capital here W(:‘:lt(!lntry is
Work

and here at Messina, the cart

e western part of the island ';hare

d it is rare to find a farn;e o

d the colours to tarnish andr\:rvho
ear
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